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In the winter of 2005, the World Affairs Council Global Classroom began a series of programs to 
help teachers prepare to go “beyond Islam” as we hear about it in the news (mostly equated with 
terrorism) to understand Muslim peoples and cultures around the world. The series, offered in 
conjunction with the Henry M. Jackson School of International Studies at the University of 
Washington, explored Muslims in Central Asia, China, Malaysia, and Pakistan. From these programs 
a group of educators signed on to create new curriculum materials on several areas of the world 
that would continue this focus on understanding Muslim cultures beyond the main conflict spots in 
the world. This new series of curriculum from the World Affairs Council Global Classroom is the 
result of their work. 
 
The goal of Beyond Islam: Understanding the Muslim World is to promote high school and 
community college education on the Muslim world that informs youth about the cultures, 
educational systems, economic systems, governments, and other aspects of life that allow for a 
richer, more textured understanding of people living in these regions and countries. It challenges 
stereotypes that link Muslim with Arab or terrorist by exploring other world regions with large 
Muslim populations. It extends existing resources for understanding Islam and provides teachers 
and students with authentic experiences and resources.  
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A Note on Permissions 
 
Individual teachers are responsible for obtaining any required permissions to reproduce or adapt 
materials included in these curricular units. The World Affairs Council is not responsible for any 
misrepresentations in the permissions process or documentation, or omitted permissions 
information. To obtain contact information for teachers, contact the World Affairs Council. 
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