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Kashima uses newly obtained records to trace this process back to the 1920s, when a nascent imprisonment 
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Utilizing extracts from diaries, contemporary sources, official communications, and interviews, Kashima brings an 
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Countering the received notion that FDR was only marginally involved in the internment of Japanese Americans 
during the Second World War, By Order of the President uses Roosevelt's own writings, his advisors' letters and 
diaries, and internal government documents to reveal the president's central role in formulating and implementing this 
shameful plan. 
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The Japanese American community had always valued reticence, obligation, and conformity, so in the post-war years 
it was easy for a painful silence to gather around the internment experience. How that silence was broken, how 
redress was won - in good measure by activists in the Seattle Japanese American community - and how that redress 
movement changed the community's understanding of itself are the compelling themes of this anthropological study. 
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