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Government Office in Seattle in January 2013. He was previously First Secretary (Trade
Policy, Business Affairs and Agriculture) at the British Embassy in Washington.
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I T Brexit stands for British Exit and refers to the populist movement within the UK that sought, and
itain to leave the European Union.

uropean Union Explained

ttps://www.youtube.com/watch?v=037yJBFRrfg

his brief explanatory video (6 minutes) answers questions like ‘Where is the European Union‘?; ‘What
benefits of EU Membership’? ‘What is the Eurozone?’

Brexit, Briefly (7 Minute video)
ttps://www.youtube.com/watch?v=m3_l2rfApYk

Britain is leaving the European Union... or maybe not? Let's place some odds on what might or might
th Brexit.

e Ten Steps that Led to Brexit:
tp://www.theguardian.com/politics/blog/2016/aug/22/eu-referendum-two-months-on-the-10-steps-t
)-brexit

er a timid entry into the EU Britain found itself frustrated by EU regulations. David Cameron, trying t
is Tory party, promised a British “renegotiation” with an expected veto or vote to stay in the Union.

Europe without Europe with
the Britons: Ly, the Britons:

‘cameron-boris-johnson-nigel-farage-ukip:

{!‘{ AL PLERRIL TR LR LR L S

http://teachufr.org/krismcda_ijieI/brexit-pom
'—1‘%.‘

As a quick check-in (warmup) to test what students know about the Brexit generally, have your students analyze the political cartoons

Lesson Plan Ideas!

above and discuss their meanings—whether they are pro or against Brexit, and how the artist portrayed their perspectives.

After learning more about Brexit, you can ask your students to create their own political cartoons and present them to the class. Then
discuss: What is the importance of political cartoons?




Learning Objective 1: Students will be able to define the key concepts globalization,
sovereignty and populism. Students will be able to use these terms to identify the key historical
moments that influenced the outcome of the Brexit vote.

Learning Objective 2: Students will be able to identify the differences between England, Great
Britain, and the United Kingdom. Students will be able to argue for or against Brexit by using
projected economic and social outcomes within the UK as their evidence.

Learning Objective 3: Students will be able to articulate the stakes and who stands to benefit
from the Brexit decision while demonstrating an understanding of the intersections between the
social, political, and economic outcomes of the Brexit decision within the European Union.

Learning Objective 4: Students will have an understanding of the history, structure and
organization of the European Union, including its challenges and monetary policies in relation to
Britain.

Learning Objective 5: Students will be able to explain and discuss Russia’s contradiction of
flaunting an isolationist foreign policy while supporting the Leave Campaign. Additionally,
students will be able to articulate what Russia might gain from Britain’s decision to leave the
European Union.

Learning Objective 6: Students will be able to articulate a response that includes key examples
to the question “"How will Brexit change trade relations with the United States if the U.K. is to
leave the EU?

Learning Objective 7: Students will be able to describe possible global implications of the UK

leaving the EU.




Xenophobia |::> Intense or irrational dislike or fear of people from other countries.

Referendum ::> A general vote by the electorate on a single political question that has been referred to them for
a direct decision.
Free Trade C———> A policy followed by some international markets in which countries' government do not restrict
imports from, or exports to, other countries. Free trade is usually practiced in agreed upon
economic or geo-political areas and typically governments maintain some protectionist policies.

Schengen Agreement |::> Treaty that created the Schengen Area, in which internal border checks amongst agreed
upon states, within and out of the EU, have largely been abolished.

. A single market that seeks to guarantee the free movement of goods, capital
European Single Market — 9 < 9 , capital,

services and people within the EU and other participatory states.

Area in which the European Single Market applies. The 28 EU member states

EUIFE[FEET HERMETIE At (EE) |:> in EFTA (without Switzerland).

Regional trade organization and free trade area consisting of Iceland,
European Free Trade Association (EFTA) :> Liechtenstein, Norway and Switzerland in parallel with the EU and its

European Single Market.

A proposed trade agreement between the EU and the US with the aim of promoting trade and
multilateral economic growth. It has been heavily criticized in Europe and the USA.

UK Independence Party . A right-wing populist political party in the UK that is heavy critical and
opposed to the European Union under the leadership of Nigel Farage.

— | ot majority party in the UK, under the leadership of Theresa May.

David Cameron—Former Prime Minister of the United Kingdom and head of the
Conservative Party from May 2010 to July 2016. In an attempt to garner votes
| Cameron promised a vote on Britain’s exit from the EU and upon the vote to leave,
he stepped down from office.

|| Theresa May—Current Prime Minister of the United Kingdom and leader of the
Conservative Party.

Boris Johnson—Former journalist and mayor of London and current Secretary of
State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs. Johnson was a boisterous advocate for

— Brexit.

. Nigel Farage—Leader of UKIP. Farage built his political career around advocating for
I | Britain to exit the EU.

Angela Merkel—Chancellor of Germany and de facto leader of the EU, since
Germany is the strongest economic and political EU member state.

Vladimir Putin—President and former Prime Minister of the Russian Federation who
has been at the head of perceived Russian foreign aggression and nationalism.



Learning Objective 1:

ill be able to define the key concepts globalization, sovereignty and populism. Students
ese terms to identify the key historical moments that influenced the outcome of the Br

estions: In what ways are traditional concepts of state sovereignty being challenged today? How do
n shape economic, political, and social events? What are some of the Economic concerns motivating pop
in Europe? What are some of the indicators of economic insecurity and what do they reveal? What is the r:

opulations and travel across EU borders, and in what way does migration impact ideas of sovereignty?

Globalization: Globalization is an historical process that began with the first movement of people out of Africa i
parts of the world. Traveling short, then longer distances, migrants, merchants, and others have al
stoms, and products into new lands. The melding, borrowing, and adaptation of outside influences can b

f human life. http://yaleglobal.yale.edu/about/history.jsp

http://www.irishexaminer.com/viewpoints/analysis/the-rise-of-populist-nationalism-rejecting-the-futur
memories-of-past-408458.html

UK’s vote to leave the EU reflects a global trend in which people left behind by globalization embrace a m
stalgia and nationalism, writes British historian Owen Matthews.

é‘% The rise of populist nationalism: Rejecting the future for memories of past
¥

= In'Brexit’ and Trump, a Populist Farewell to Laissez-Faire Capitalism:
http://www.nytimes.com/2016/06/29/business/economy/the-anger-wave-that-may-just-wipe-out-lai
economics.html? r=o

ald Trump and Boris Johnson: Is this how the era ushered in by Ronald Reagan and Margaret Thatcher fin

[

Sovereignty: Sovereignty is both a political practice and a legal concept entailing the recognized equality and s

authority and autonomy of territorially bound states in the international system. http://
www.debatingeurope.eu/2016/02/10/is-sovereignty-still-relevant-in-the-21st-century/#.VoB68PmDFE

http://www.bbc.com/news/uk-politics-eu-referendum-35630757

Explaining why he wants the UK to leave the EU, Boris Johnson complained about "a slow and invisible p
| colonisation, as the EU infiltrates just about every area of public policy".

te for Self-Government
://www.nationalreview.com/article/437222/brexit-about-sovereignty-not-xenophobia
ntaining British sovereignty, broadly construed, was the overwhelming rationale for Brexit.

d%g Does the EU impact on UK sovereignty?

Populism : In general, populism is an ideology or political movement that mobilizes the population against a

or government. It is guided by the belief that political and social goals are best achieved by the dire

e masses. http://www.businessdictionary.com/definition/populism.html
at Brexit Reveals About Rising Populism
0://www.cfr.org/united-kingdom/brexit-reveals-rising-populism/p38102
June 23, the British people defied expectations by voting to leave the European Union. The hotly conteste
arendum was marked by the rise of a populism based on the desire to regain control of immigration and re
onal sovereignty from international institutions
xit, the Rise of Populist Nationalism, and the Future of Europe
ps://politicalviolenceataglance.org/2016/07/05/brexit-the-rise-of-populist-nationalism-and-the-future-of-e
se voting for Brexit are motivated by many reasons, among them concerns that echo across the Europea
beyond (including to the US): fantasies about the national past; discomfort with multiculturalism and cha
al norms regarding; and beliefs that a return to ‘nation’ will produce better outcomes than economic intec

Lesson Plan Idea!

Divide students into three teams; one for globalization, one for populism and one for state sovereignty. Have the teams research their
topics to present to the class. Then have the students work together to create a visual timeline illustrating the connecting histories
of the movements and how they have culminated in a situation such as Brexit.




ising Far Right: A Guide to the Most Prominent Parties
.nytimes.com/interactive/2016/world/europe/europe-far-right-political-parties-listy.html

o eight prominent far-right parties that have been making news; it is not a comprehensive list of all t
ive far-right groups. The parties are listed by order of the populations of the countries where they are

hat Is a Political Ideology?
p://study.com/academy/lesson/what-is-a-political-ideology.html

pinion on the appropriateness or inappropriateness of government policy, ranging from welfare to gu

person's political ideology. In this lesson, you learn about political ideology and its importance. This vi
eos that go further in depth about various ideologies including conservatism, liberalism, and Marxism

e: IDEAlog Quiz
w.idealog.org/en/quiz
hat requires students to answer twenty questions—drawn from national surveys—which are equally d

onflict of individual freedom vs. social order, and the conflict of individual freedom vs. social equality.
dents are classified into one of four ideological types. Their ideological scores are then compared wit
ponses to the same twenty questions. Instructors will not have access to students' individual response
structors will only be able to view aggregate class scores.

e: The Political Compass Quiz
w.politicalcompass.org/

onnaire which plots the taker's political positions on a four-point compass and plots estimates for the
ury leaders and mid-1990s British politicians.

e: European Political Ideologies Quiz
ectsmart.com/FREE/select.php?client=polphil

Juizzes are geared to an American audience. "Liberal" means left, "Conservative" means right, and a
ions don't exist. This selector is intended to rank political philosophies and their subsections for you i
order for this quiz to work properly, answer with the longer term and general principles in mind.

ory of Europe-ldeologies 1787-2013
outube.com/watch?v=HE6N]jIWfY8g
the ideas which Europe was governed by have changed over time.

—ldeology—Populism
putube.com/watch?v=2JKxPBRggDM
siders the rise to populism both in the centrist parties in Eastern Europe, the mainstream parties in the

e Eurosceptic parties in Europe.

Classroom Activity: A Glossary of Political Economy Terms—/deology
http://www.auburn.edu/~johnspm/gloss/ideology
This is the online edition of A Glossary of Political Economy Terms by Dr. Paul M. Johnson of Auburn University. Dr.

Johnson provides a clear definition of ideology and includes hyperlinks to additional definitions of various ideologies
including anarchism, communism, conservatism, fascism, liberalism, libertarianism, populism, socialism, and
totalitarianism. If a set of computers is available to the class, instruct students to visit this website. Working first in pairs
and then discussing as a whole class, have students examine each of the relevant terms and discuss the following:

1) What sets this ideology apart from others, and what are its central values and beliefs?
2) What incentives would people have to support this ideology; why might it be appealing to some?
3) What downsides does this ideological system have, causing it to be potentially unsuccessful?

4) Historically, how has this ideology shaped a specific country, region, or society? Examples?




ractive: Daily Chart: Growing Popularity
i/[www.economist.com/blogs/graphicdetail/2015/02/daily-chart-11

ism is rife across the continent. Economic stagnation has bred resentment of
, the single currency and the European project. Using two graphs, this article
rious Eurosceptic and European populist parties’ view of the EU and stances
er topics : austerity measures, the Euro, and immigration.

IIE Crash Course World
History: Globalization
https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=5SnR-eo0S6lc and
https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=s iwrt7D5OA
acks in Europe Fuels a Summer of Anxiety This video follows the surprisingly
.nytimes.com/2016/07/26/world/europe/string-of-attacks-in-europe-fuels-a- complex path of t-shirt as it
anxiety.html crisscrosses the world before

day seems to bring a new horror to the streets of Western Europe, leaving coming to rest on your doorstep,
en, women and children dead or broken, fueling political and social tensions and eventually in your dresser.
g what some are already calling the summer of anxiety. Globalization is a bit of a mixed

bag, and there have definitely
been winners and losers along the
way. This episode reveals some of
the benefits that have come
along with it.

: Right Response Understanding and Countering Populist Extremism in

www.chathamhouse.org/sites/files/chathamhouse/rogi1_goodwin.pdf
remist parties present one of the most pressing challenges to European

s, but their appeal and the profile of their supporters remain poorly

. This report examines what is causing citizens across Europe to shift support
populist extremists and recommends how mainstream political parties can respond to the challenge.

sm-the eternal ideology
www.opendemocracy.net/can-europe-make-it/crist-bal-rovira-kaltwasser-kirk-hawkins/explaining-populis
becoming global. While in past decades populist forces were only associated with Latin America, from at th
rds populist leaders have been gaining ground in both eastern and western Europe.

opulist Politicians Tap Into Deep-Seated Frustration
.wsj.com/articles/europes-populist-politicians-win-voters-hearts-1463689360

mbers of voters are supporting populist political parties that oppose accepting refugees and other migrants
European integration.

st Parties Are Booming Across Europe

e.com/2016/04/04/populist-parties-europe/
ecoming Trump country? The rise of upstart political parties across Europe—an event that is threatening to t
t's political systems—is not just a simple right-wing response to the rise of immigration and terrorism. The
aneously rising as well. Young left-leaning parties are now part of the ruling coalitions in Greece and Portug
ken significant numbers of seats in Italy and in Spain.

Europe—A primer

.opendemocracy.net/can-europe-make-it/cas-mudde/populism-in-europe-primer
gives a detailed account of what populism is and what it is not. The website also gives a comprehensive list
st parties in 2014 and the percentage of votes they received in the 2014 election.

Europe’s Far Right
.nytimes.com/2016/07/13/world/europe/voices-from-europes-far-right.html?

r=o

we asked readers who support far-right parties in Europe to tell us why they had turned
ainstream political movements. We received hundreds of responses from voters,

om cited concern about immigration and a desire to challenge the European Union in
heir views.

ope, distrust of mainstream political
the rise
.theguardian.com/world/2016/
0ss-europe-distrust-of-mainstream-
ies-is-on-the-rise

defeat — by just 0.6 percentage

he nationalist Freedom Party’s

er in this week’s Austrian

elections has focused attention once
e rise of far-right parties in Europe.

European Populism and Winning the
Immigration Debate
http://fores.se/wp-content/uploads/2014/11/
European-Populism-print-version.pdf
“Immigration[...] has become both a catch
all explanation for unacceptable social
change and a symbol of the failure of the
liberal elite to understand the views of
voters.”




. . . . (
Classroom Activity: Comparison of Four European Populist UKIP: 2016 Manifesto

Movements http://www.ukip.org/2016 manifestos
Read the UKIP’s most recent manifesto.

If a set of computers or smartphones is available to the class, instruct students
to visit the websites to the right. where they will find the platforms, policies, Syriza: Who We Are
and defining statements of four of the most central European populist http://www.syriza.gr/page/who-we-

movements occurring presently. are.html#.V4 cRPkrJpg
Learn more about Greece’s leftist
After examining the four websites (some might require translation), ask populist party’s platform.
students to answer the following questions—first by working in pairs, and
then as a class. Podemos: We Can
_ _ http://podemos.info/?lang=en#
1) Which of this movement’s central tenets would make it appealing to the Learn more about the platform of
masses? Spain’s left-wing political party.

2) What concerns does this party have, if any, regarding the EU, and why?
France National Front’s Platform

3) How does this party feel about government control of the economy? Of http://www.frontnational.com/le-

the people’s life-style choices? projet-de-marine-le-pen/

4) What traits does this movement share with the other three movements? Learn more about Marine Le Pen’s

vision for France’s future.

\_

Book: 86 Days in Greece | The Problem with Populism: Examining Syriza in Greece and Podemos in Spain
by Taso Lagos https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2015/feb/17/problem-populism-syriza-

https:// podemos-dark-side-europe
www.amazon.com/86-Days-Greece | Mass political movements such as Syriza in Greece and Podemos in Spain have an obvi
-Time-Crisis/dp/0984654321 appeal, but in their illiberalism there is an undeniable dark side. This article examines b
An insider's view into the social, left and right populist movements, discussing what both sides of the populist moveme
political, economic, and cultural are responding to and how.

In Greece’s Populism, Precious Lessons for Europe

i/[www.nytimes.com/2016/01/29/opinion/in-greeces-populism-precious-lessons-for-europe.html? r=2
ece has been plagued by domestic divisions for most of its modern history. It is easy to see foreign creditors’ supervision o
ece’s economy, and their pressure on its political system, as a new chapter in a national epic of resistance.

TO THE EU

AND

VOTE
UKIP

Anti-European Union sentiments
illustrated by the United Kingdom
Independence Party
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stop all of this...Go vote! France "SYRIZA everywhere! No-one alone

National Front” the crisis! Organization, solidarity f

socialism-democracy-freedom"



y are Anti-lmmigration Parties so strong in Nordic states?
ps://www.theguardian.com/news/datablog/2015/jun/ag/rightwing-anti-immigration-parties-nordic-countrie
land-norwa

People’s Party’s success in the election continues a trend of rising support for rightwing parties across Finla
Sweden and Norway.

Right Party in Denmark Reflects Europe’s Unease
.nytimes.com/2015/06/20/world/europe/rise-of-far-right-party-in-denmark-reflects-europes-unease.html?
ingly strong showing in elections on Thursday of Denmark’s anti-immigration and anti-Brussels Danish Peop
ed a growing crisis of confidence in traditional political institutions and in the European Union itself.

in Western Europe and Central Eastern Europe the same thing?
.nouvelle-europe.eu/en/populism-western-europe-and-central-eastern-europe-same-thing
ic comparison of populism in Western and post-communist Europe.

backward East? Explaining differences in support for radical right parties in Western and Eastern Europ
p://www.jofcp.org/assets/jcp/JCP-January-2015.pdf

pport for radical right parties in Eastern Europe hinges on a different set of factors than in the West. Findings
a commonly cited factors, such as economic development, immigration, and types of electoral institutions, d
plain cross-national differences in electoral support for the radical right or the difference in electoral support
d Western Europe. Rather, it is political stability and social trust that explain differences between West and E:

pulism in Central and Eastern Europe—Challenge for the Future
oell.org/en/2014/02/14/populism-central-and-eastern-europe-challenge-future

blication presents the phenomenon of right-wing populism from a variety of thematic angles and national
35, |t touches upon the similarities as well as the differences between European cases of populism, and severa
Greens and progressive parties in particular should respond to this phenomenon.

Classroom Activity: Simulation of European Populist Groups

Students will be able to define globalization and state sovereignty. They will be able to express a position to the question:
What have major political parties in Europe proposed as a solution to the social issues and economic insecurity caused by increased
globalization? Students will also learn about specific policies, and will discuss: Should EU member states should have individual
policies or just one regional policy?

1) Split up the class into eight groups, if possible. Assign each group one of the following populist movements to research: the
Progress Party (Norway); Sweden Democrats (Sweden); Danish People’s Party (Denmark); the Party for Freedom
(Netherlands); the Freedom Party of Austria (Austria); Front National (France); and the United Kingdom Independence Party
(UKIP; The UK).

Allow groups time to conduct research on their assigned political movement, and ask them to take focused notes on their
party’s stance on recent social and economic issues that have resulted from globalization. For example, how does the party
feel about taking in immigrants and refugees? Are members of this party typically Eurosceptic?

Places to start (most require web translation):
Sweden Democrats https://sd.se/

Danish People’s Party https://www.danskfolkeparti.dk/The Party Program of the Danish Peoples Party

Freedom Party of Austria https://www.fpoe.at/

Front National http://www.frontnational.com/

UKIP http://www.ukip.org/

3) Using their notes and research, have each group compose a brief statement outlining their basic tenets, mission, and stance on
accepting immigrants, the refugee crisis, EU membership, and at least one other topic relating to globalization.

4) Once the groups have completed a statement, have each group nominate a spokesperson to deliver the statement to the class
as a whole. Have observers take note of how other parties’ statements differ from their own. Discuss the differences as a class.




2 of populist nationalism: Rejecting the future for memories of past
Ww.irishexaminer.com/viewpoints/analysis/the-rise-of-populist-nationalism-rejecting-the-future-for-mem
8458.html

te to leave the EU reflects a global trend in which people left behind by globalization embrace a murky blen
d nationalism, writes British historian Owen Matthews.

s Minister—European Diplomacy
ps:/[vimeo.com/135166094
mphrey explains British participation in the European Economic Community.

xit: Europe’s Populist Backlash Against Immigration and Globalization
newsweek.com/2016/07/08/britain-brexit-wounds-european-nationalism-475101.html

hat both Brexit voters and Trump's grassroots supporters are motivated by a similar mix of fear and fantas
control immigration, reverse globalization and restore national greatness by disengaging from the wide, th

the Rise of Populist Nationalism, and the Future of Europe

politicalviolenceataglance.org/2016/07/o5/brexit-the-rise-of-populist-nationalism-and-the-future-of-euro
voting for Brexit are motivated by many reasons, among them are concerns that echo across the European
yond (including to the US): fantasies about the national past; discomfort with multiculturalism and changin
ding; and inchoate beliefs that a return to ‘nation’ will produce better outcomes than economic integration

t Reveals About Rising Populism

cfr.org/united-kingdom/brexit-reveals-rising-populism/p38102
ote was largely driven by concerns over immigration. Given the UK's relatively positive economic context
ent and higher growth than its European neighbors—why has immigration come to the forefront now?

lism for the People, Stepping Stones in UK, France, and USA
i/[www.youtube.com/watch?v=FJMFxcnmARQ

Discussion:

ster below that promotes Brexit with a focus on refugee and
concerns has been likened to Nazi propaganda. Is this a fair
to make? Why or why not?

o Reference:

sion of the original Nazi Propaganda video can be watched on the :
he United States Holocaust Memorial Museum: https:// ol
m.org/online/film/display/detail.php?file_num=4133 -

UKIP EU Referendum poster unveiled June 16, 2016 (L),
Nazi newsreel dated August 6, 1941 (R). © Reuters / USH

P's 'unethical' anti-immigration poster
.aljazeera.com/indepth/features/2016/06/brexit-anti-immigration
r-raises-questions-160621112722799.html

gh in on whether UKIP EU Referendum poster, which was likened to Nazi propaganda, breaks moral code.

exit ad gets linked to Nazi-era propaganda
.washingtonpost.com/news/worldviews/wp/2016/06/16/new-pro-brexit-ad-gets-linked-to-nazi-era-propag




Debating
Europe

NATIONALIST POPULIST

PARTIES

UNITED KINGDOM - UK INDEPENDENCE PARTY

NATIONALIST POPULIST PARTIES

THE FRONT NATIONAL CAME FOURTHIN
THE FRENCH PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION
WITH 10.44% OF THE VOTE

THE NORTHERN LEAGUE IN ITALY
STRENGTHENED ITS POSITION IN REGIONAL
ELECTIONS WITH 12.7% OF VOTES

THE SWEDEN DEMOGRATS GAINED
PARLIAMENTARY REPRESENTATION FOR
THE FIRST TIME

MARINE LE PEN ACHIEVED THE FRONT NATIONAL'S
BEST-EVER RESULT IN A PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION
(17.9% OF THE VOTE)

RISE OF THESE PARTIES?

0SS OF PU C CE IN MAINSTREAM
POLITICAL PARTIES

THE EUIS SEEN AS AN OPEN DOOR FOR IMI [
WHO ARE THREATENING NATIONAL CULTURES AND
SAFETY

ALL THESE PARTIES OR MU\/EMENTS HAVE BENEFITED
FROM THE FINANC ¥ AND A
CONTEXT OF D\SAPPDINTMENT N MAINSTPEAM
POLITICAL PARTIES AND EURGPEAN INSTITUTIONS

MANY \/UTEPS SEE THEoE PARTIESAS AV
CIES WITHIN THE EU SUCH AS
AU‘”TERITY LACK OF JOBS, AND IMMIGRATION

FINLAND - THE FINNS
NORWAY - PROGRESS PARTY
g o 5N
SWEDEN - SWEDEN DEMOCRATS

)

DENMARK - DANISH PEOPLE'S PARTY
o
NETHERLANDS - THE PARTY FOR FREEDOM

FRANCE - FRONT NATIONAL

AUSTRIA - FREEDOM PARTY OF AUSTRIA

~
@ 1984 THE FRONT NATIONAL WON 11% OF THE VOTE IN THE
EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT ELECTIONS IN FRANCE

THE DANISH PEOPLE'S PARTY RECEIVED 7.4% OF
THE VOTE INITS FIRST ELECTION

THE DANISH PEOPLE'S PARTY
WON 12% OF THE VOTE

THE FREEDOM PARTY CANDIDATE BARBARA
ROSENKRANZ CAME SECOND IN THE AUSTRIAN
PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION

THE HUNGARIAN JOBBIK PARTY CAME THRD IN
NATIONAL ELECTIONS WITH 16.7% OF THE VOTE

GREEK GOLDEN DAWN PARTY ENTERS THE HELLENIC
PARLIAMENT FOR THE FIRST TIME WITH 21 SEATS
AND 7% OF THE VOTE

UKIP RECEIVED THE GREATEST NUMBER OF VOTES
(27.49%) OF ANY BRITISH PARTY IN THE 2014
EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT ELECTION

NATIONAL POPULIST PARTY VOTERS

! WEAK AMONG
SALARIED MIDDLE CLASSES
AND CITIZENS WITH A UNIVERSITY-LEVEL EDUCATION

NEGATIVE ATTITUDE TOWARDS
DIVERSITY

Sources: European Commission, European Humanist
Federation, Spinnelli Group. February 2016
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Learning Objective 2:

ill be able to identify the differences between England, Great Britain, and the Unite
s will be able to argue for or against Brexit by using projected economic and social o
within the UK as their evidence.

stions: What are the historical presidents to current division and political conflicts in the United Kin
have political parties had regarding national interests and why? How does EU membership voting b
lly and geographically? Who in the UK voted for Brexit? Who voted against? Why?

Great Britain and England Explained i
minutes

he British people vote to leave the E.U.?
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rNu8XDB

tors led to the Brexit outcome? 50 Answers
w.quora.com/Why-did-the-British-people-vote
the-E-U-What-factors-led-to-the-Brexit- Terminology of the

British Isles

at led English elderly, the less educated, those
rge cities and those against immigrant

ns to vote Brexit—including: Immigration (Free
vement and Cultural); Loss of British Identity &

ence; and Generational Change. Great Britain

e or remain in the EU? The arguments for and
nst Brexit
://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2016/06/16/leave-
-in-the-eu-the-arguments-for-and-against-

Ireland
le even-handedly weighs both sides of the Brexit

round the major issues: Immigration, Crime,
aw, Jobs, Clout, Finance, Sovereignty, and

rs of Hardship Lead Welsh to Brexit
s:/[www.yahoo.com/news/years-hardship-lead-
sch-brexit-013903336.html (Associated Press) http://
ardship and unemployment may have been the www.youlearnsomething
e Welsh electorate voted for Great Britain to eweachday.com/
European Union last week but analysts fear, geography/united-

U funding, worse times may be ahead for the kingdom-great-britain/

British Isles

it break up the UK? British Islands
e.com/4389858/brexit-referendum-united-
-breaku

s exposed the fault lines dividing the U.K.'s four
ales, Northern Ireland, Scotland and England.

United Kingdom

" Great Britain ™\

10 reasons to feel positive after Brexit
 http://www.independent.co.uk/voices/brexit-what
_-next-reasons-to-be-positive-eu-referendum-
orbyn-a7104016.html

oorer communities that were sacrificed for the
the EU could become prosperous again; The UK

y would have been forced to join the euro

lly; and savings on the EU budget contribution are




/.,/ EU referendum: The result in maps and charts
http://www.bbc.com/news/uk-politics-36616028

How different age groups voted

Remain

Remair
Gibraltar | 95.9%

73%
Lambeth = 78.6%

62%
Hackney | 78.5%

52%
Foyle | 78.3%
44% Haringey | 75.6%

43%

Comprehensive lists of various infographics illustrating voting outcome by regions and age.

Support for Remain, the top five areas (%)

50%

Leave

Source: Lord Ashcroft Polls [B]

Boston RGN
Europe referendum 1975 v 2016
South Holland Bl
1975 2016
Question asked: "Do you think the UK Question asked: "Should the UK Castle Point  JEeg
should stay in the European remain a member of the European Thurrock T

Community (Common Market)?" Union or leave the European Union?"

o . " &
Winning side in area and vote share Great Yarmouth  JgRe

Yes Smmssmmm Remain

40% Support for Leave, the top five areas (%)

50%

No P Lcave
%50 55 60 6 70 75 80

Orkney &
Shetland

Orkney &
Shetland

The Key issues
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/

O Immigration
Leave: Can't

control

solve issue

O Crime
Leave: Stop trial
in EU courts
Stay: Prevent
justice

Trade
Leave: Held back
Stay: 44% UK

Results Results '
trade with EU
y No Leave Remain .
| ‘ 328% 519 % ’  481% ® Finance
: i Leave: Low taxes

Tumout: 64% Tumout; 72%

Stay: Banks will
flee

(B[BIC]

Source: British Electoral Facts 1885-1975, district councils

Stay: Leaving wont

O Law
Leave: EU dictate
laws
Stay: Won't have
say

© Jobs
Leave: Can flouri
Stay: Less invest

O Sovereignty
Leave: No longe

sovereign
Stay: Must work
together to thriv

Lesson Plan Idea!

Have students think of a few
more possible issues.



The Demographic Insights of the Brexit Vote

Each circle represents one local authority in England and Wales. Hover to see details.

i

Annual Income

Percent with bachelor's degree

FENERZE R

Medlan age

ERAagEgF2RSR

Remain

Leave

A people divided

The strongest correlation between the vote for Leave and any key demographic measure is with the

share of people holding a degree. But even here, regional patterns are clear; London Boroughs stand

out in the fail on the right, with higher education and low Leave numbers. Scotland follows the overall
national frend but is shifted as a whole towards Remain

@London @Scotland @Other

Havering was by far the
most pro-Leave area of
London, if also has the
lowest share of people
with degrees

Central London
Boroughs have the
highest degree numbers
and voted
@‘ overwhelmingly for
Remain
Scottish areas show the
same overall
correlatian, but
underlying support for
Remain pushes their
90 Leave results down
I I 1

10 20 &)
+ Percentage of people with a degree —

Correct as of 04:30 on June 24
Source: Press Associaton, UK Census
Graphic by John Burn-Murdoch / @jburnmurdoch

Percent forelgn-born Percent unmarrled
BFN
e
L]
g
™ ot ~d

Remain

lilantic

Top five

nationalities to

migrate and

settle in the UK
=N

India

26,198

18,095

Pakistan

Nigeria
7699

14.5%

Of at Immigration to
the Uinfted Kngdom b
6 accompnny/jon
farmidy mombars that
are slready baved in
the courtry

The demographics that drove Brexit
Britain has voted to leave the EU, a decision that has left millions of Remain voters asking how this
happened, and who were the 17.4m people who voted Leave. The five characteristics below were
among the most strongly correlated with the share of the vote for Leave, when measured across the
382 voting areas. Every circle below represents one voting area

Share of
vate for
Ilmwe

Areas with high numbers
of degree-educated people
tended to vote Remain

820

°%® % @0
% do'e.,

IZCI I]CI Iﬁﬂ 5[!

+ % with a degree —

Areas where |2 large
mbers of people do net hold
30ag ‘P @b apassport - an indication they have

5 e % ‘not been abroad recently - leaned Leave

Y i i
‘IO 15 5 30
— % without a passpnn =

Age was another key factor,
‘Younger people voted
overwhelmingly for
Remain, but were
fewer in number,

ning the
rall impact
42 olage
30 -] @
% o S
0

20 30 ]5 AD AE

= %agedzstuu.—.

Referendum results: Press Assocation
Demographic data: UK Census, Office for National Statistics
Graphic by John Burn-Murdoch / @iburnmurdach

Sources: http://www.theatlantic.com/

*+g http://blogs.ft.com/ftdata/2016/06/24/

Unsurprisingly, areas with large
numbers of people in
Iobs requiring a degree
also leaned Remain

Cro @ % ¥ O+
@g g p., e,
10 5 20 0 55 ,
+—%in profess-unal occupations —

This relationship is weaker,

but still notable. The
@ highest Leave votes
tended to come from

%mw{nmmeaneas
o LRI

80
o @

(Y a2 e

o¢_%e o

. | po i |

400 500 #00 700 800
+ Median weekly gross earnings (£) —

international/
archive/2016/06/brexit-vote-

statistics-united-kingdom-
european-union/488780/

http://www.carterlaw.co.uk/uk-

brexit-demographic-divide-

eu-referendum-results/

immigration-facts-
infographic/




The debate

Arguments for and against Brexit, according to the main campaigns

IN ~ ol ouT

* N % * ** z *
x TRADE ®
Britain avoids exporter tariffs and red tape, /V Britain will negotiate a new EU relationship
important as 45% of British exports go to 'E without being bound by EU law. It can

the EU. As a member, Britain can obtain s ij secure trade deals with other important
better trade terms because of the EU’s size. countries such as China, India and America.

EU BUDGET
Britain pays the EU £340 a year per household, = Britain can stop sending £350m, equivalent
compared with an estimated £3,000 yearly to half England’s schools budget, to Brussels
benefit of membership. In or out, paymentis every week. This money could be spent on
needed to access the single market. scientific research and new industries.
REGULATION
Most EU regulation collapses 28 national Leaving will return control over areas like
standards into one European standard, T employment law and health and safety,
reducing red tape and benefiting business. — measures that a recent Business for Britain
In, Britain can fight for better requlation. poll found businesses favoured.
IMMIGRATION
Leaving doesn’t mean reduced immigration. /v Britain can change the “expensive
Countries that trade with the EU from 28 and out-of-control” system that offers an
outside have higher rates of immigration, '!/ open door to the EU and blocks non-EU
including from EU countries, than Britain. immigrants who could contribute to the UK.
INFLUENCE

Britain has little influence within the EU.
represented twice - by the foreign secretary From outside, it can retake seats on
and the EU high representative. Co-operation internationalinstitutions and be a stronger
has helped fight Ebola and piracy in Africa. influence for free trade and co-operation.

Atinternational summits, Britain is

i

Sources: Britain Stronger in Europe; Vote Leave
Economist.com

stantive talks for 12 months, Herman Van Rompuy predicts
.com/news/uk-37369917

Theresa May has said that the government will not trigger Article 5o - the formal start of the proce
2017.

2022? Philip Hammond warns EU exit could take at least four years
egraph.co.uk/news/2016/07/12/no-brexit-until-2022-philip-hammond-warns-eu-exit-could-take-at,
or Britain's exit can only start once Article 5o of the Lisbon Treaty is triggered. This process will take
ure treaties could take an additional four years.

ybe not, after all: Six ways that the fantasy of the 48 percenters who want to stay in the EU m
.politico.eu/article/eu-referendum-cameron-brexit-maybe-not-after-all/
s and the legalities of an exit from the EU are unclear and unprecedented. Here are six scenarios to

Lesson Plan Idea!

Using excerpts from pro and anti- Brexit speeches, ask students to read an excerpted speech aloud (dramatic readings are a
bonus). The class will decide which side of the debate a speaker is on and give reasons for why.




Learning Objective 3:

ents will be able to articulate who does and does not benefit from the Brexit decision
nstrating an understanding of the intersections between the social, political, and econ
outcomes of the Brexit decision within the European Union.

estions: Has the Brexit vote divided the idea of an “"United” Kingdom? Has the Brexit vote divided

ns? What effect has the discussion over xenophobia, in relation to the Brexit issue, had on British discou
culture? Has the referendum affected ethnic minorities and immigrants?

e possible economic policy solutions? How can those solutions be evaluated? What are the possible eco
Brexit, such as to the value of the pound, interest rates, etc.?

These Are the Winners and Losers of Britain's Historic Vote to Leave the EU (Fortune Magazine

http://fortune.com/2016/06/24/brexit-vote-outcome-winners-losers/

INNERS

is Johnson

David Cameron

jel Farage | Global Markets
nald Trump

Hillary Clinton
ydimir Putin

Angela Merkel
rine Le Pen

ert Wilders Barack Obama

Iden Dawn

ers

ts from Brexit? The Legal Industry Of Course
law.com/sites/almstaff/2016/08/03/who-benefits-from-brexit-the-legal-industry-of-course/?

160807170921
re likely to benefit from the United Kingdom's decision to leave the European Union, according to the

e U.K.'s financial services industry.

roke beyond repair—and the worst is yet to come
.businessinsider.com/brexit-eu-referendum-result-political-economic-and-social-analysis-and-whats-n
the immediate market fallout that Britain has to worry about — it is the future of the UK'’s sociopolitical
ided, and the political contagion to follow not only threatens to wreck the European Union as a whole

ss the globe.

Lesson Plan Idea!

Before going to Fortune and reading the reasoning behind the winners and loser lists (source above), work as a class to come up
with your own thoughts and see how they compare to Fortune’s ‘Winners & Losers’ list. If you do not know a person in the list
discuss who they could be before looking online. Do you agree or disagree with the list above? Why?




eek Tonight With John Oliver—Brexit Update *(may not be suitable for a young audience)*
[lyoutu.be/nhoacsHUpDU
nited Kingdom voted to leave the European Union, and it looks like it may not be an especially smooth t

>u need to know about the UK leaving the EU
)bc.com/news/uk-politics-32810887
designed to be an easy-to-understand guide on what happens now that the UK has voted to leave the E

ould Brexit affect you?—video explainer.
Jwww.theguardian.com/politics/video/2016/jun/o7/how-would-brexit-affect-you-eu-referendum-video-e
bership of the European Union may come with certain strings attached, but there is a wealth of benefits t

does Brexit mean for the Paris climate agreement?

WWW. pri.org/stories/2016-08-13/what-does-brexit-mean-paris-climate-agreement

K's vote to leave the European Union has raised questions about how Europe will meet its commitments
climate change under the Paris Climate agreement.

ssor Michael Dougan—Industrial Dishonesty and the Outcome of Brexit
[Ilwww.facebook.com/alina.gavrielatos/posts/101571364433504442notif t=like-if id=1467556958591505
ssor Michael Dougan, the leading EU lawyer whose criticism of the referendum campaign’s “industrial dis
3s assessed the UK's position following the vote to leave the EU. He says that this is now a “political crisis
ion” and that the Government has a “constitutional responsibility to protect the national interest.”

EU referendum affected ethnic minorities and immigrants?
theguardian.com/politics/2016/jun/26/brexit-intolerance-ethnic-minorities-immigrants-uk

y half of the country wanted to remain in Europe, the leave victory has thus left many ethnic minority pe
earful of the intolerance that has been unleashed

e to be an ethnic minority in post-Brexit Britain right now

/722718/what-its-like-to-be-an-ethnic-minority-in-post-brexit-britain-right-now/
bast, fear-mongering, misrepresentations and downright lies perpetuated by all sides in the Brexit debat
bact on Britain’s eight million plus ethnic minority population was being muffled.

: Here are the winners and loser from a weaker pound

elegraph.co.uk/business/2016/06/27/here-are-the-winners-and-losers-from-a-weaker-pound/
as plummeted to its lowest level in more than three decades against the dollar in the wake of the Brexit v
happened and whether households and businesses should be braced for further falls.

Brexit for Teachers—A Resource from the UK Parliament

http://www.parliament.uk/education/teaching-resources-lesson-plans/referendums-discussion-activity/
This resource is ideal for use with students in the lead up to the EU referendum, and also looks at how referendums have previously
been used. Pair the discussion starter questions provided with the downloadable discussion cards as prompts to suggest
arguments for and against referendums. Teachers' notes are included.

Students will:
Explore the EU referendum and the impact the possible outcomes may have
Explore the advantages and disadvantages of referendums in a democracy

Consider issues such as the influence of the media, public participation in politics, bias in referendum questions, the cost of
government, and other arguments for and against referendums

Understand key terms such as legitimacy, sovereignty, and direct democracy

Consider a range of viewpoints on a complex issue and present their own point of view
Improve their verbal communication skills and contribute to group discussions




Learning Objective 4:
ents will have an understanding of the history, structure and organization of the European U
including its challenges and monetary policies in relation to Britain.

Questions: What is the difference between having a single currency versus having a single fiscal policy acr:
n Union? What broad challenges do countries across the European Union face? How do economic issues affect
n the EU? What are possible economic policy solutions? What are the possible economic reactions to Brexit, su
of the pound, interest rates, etc.?

RPETTOD 'ri—w‘ T-‘ I TLI

M 4 et et o et e g

:

he EU in 60 seconds
ttp://www.bbc.co.uk/

(U = HL
i’Hlll”liillll _

bout the European
Newsround's 60
juide.

\

European union

lained: How the
opean Union Works 4.3 2 ®24°05%. w60 "508™

CHLA B AL PO T TR e AT
A CRASLITY 4 Wy

2014parliament.eu/

and the balance of
ences: A short guide
ssary

w.gov.uk,
[eu-law-and-the-
of-competences-a-
ide-and-glossar

de explains key

s of EU law and their
It accompanies the
guide 'Review of the
of competences'.

EU MEMBER STATES ACCOUNT
FOR ALMOST 1/4 OF THE ENTIRE
e A L

e http://www.euintheus.org/who-we-are/

Lesson Plan Idea!

Lesson: the Founding and Development of the European Union
http://www.euintheus.org/wp-content/uploads/2013/02/L ESSON-History.pdf

Lesson Focus Question: How did Europe transition from a period of conflict to a period of sustained peace?

In this lesson students will examine the founding and development of the European Union across the post World War Il era.
Working in groups, students will be assigned a time period to examine: The Beginnings of Cooperation (1945-1959), A Period of
Economic Growth (1960-1969), The First Enlargement (1970-1979), The Changing Face of Europe (1980-1989), A Europe Without
Frontiers (1990-1999), and A Major Expansion and a New Currency (2000-2013).




exit in seven charts
p://www.ft.com/cms/s/2/0260242c-370b-11e6-9a05-82agbis5a8eez.html#axzz4lwhyJMZZ

been such a consensus among economists, as there is on the damage that Brexit will wreak on t
arning may turn out to be wrong — but it is difficult to ignore.

exit affect Britain’s trade with Europe?
.theguardian.com/business/2016/jun/26/how-will-brexit-affect-britains-trade-with-europe
have to reach a new trade agreement with the European

ing its decision to sever links with Brussels. The task will be
d will have to be carried out under the pressure of a two-year
re are some of the key issues.

Brexit: who could be most at risk?

ant is the EU to UK trade?
.royalmail.com/corporate/your-business-matters/news-and-
and-uk-trading-relationship

rall trade gap has continued to narrow, which is great news
n’'s economy. But figures show an increasing trend towards
ports coming from emerging economies beyond the UK's
ey market, the European Union.

onomy Shrugs off ‘Brexit’ Impact, for Now

.com/4468116/brexit-britain-economy-recession-sales-bank/ —

elming view from economists is that it is too early to know 18.
.WI|| cope with years of !3reX|t uncgrtalnty but there is a 3. Cyprus = Eranoe
lief the country can avoid a recession that only weeks ago — . g. Poland
-
das likely . g < S 23 m
5. Greece Low risk
act: So far, it’s bad for the U.K., not Europe = Maha N—
. . 7. Sweden 24. Romania
.cbsnews.com/news/brexits-impact-so-far-its-bad-for-the-u- 8. Denmark 25. ltaly
?b Czech Republic 26. Croatia
from the British vote to leave the European Union, the = Latvia "
getting clearer by the day: The Eurozone economy is proving 1s. m N\ |
he tremors generated by the June 23 vote while Britain is 14. Luxembourg
pain 15. Siovalda rA
. = Spain
17. Finland

. - Source: Global Counsel
Economists See Growth Opportunities for the U.K.

.wsj.com/articles/pro-brexit-economists-see-growth-opportunities-for-the-u-k-1470077709
omists] argue that leaving the bloc will refocus British trade on higher growth regions while help
e economy toward manufacturing and away from its debt-laden consumer and risky banking se

o) 4.5° 5.6 ¢m

Camans [ [ SWEBEY

& 407 | 22"
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Russia—UK relations

ationships between the UK
a is thawing
.independent.co.uk/voices/the-

Learning Objective 5:

ts will be able to explain and discuss Russia’s contradiction of flaunting an isolationist f
ile supporting the Leave Campaign. Additionally, students will be able to articulate wh
might gain from the Britain’s decision to leave the European Union.

stions: What related economic, political, and social events preceded a rise in populism in Europe? |
pulist movements different in Western and Eastern Europe including Russia? What are the different Econ
ncing opinions in different contexts across Europe? What major political parties have power in different
hat particular forces allow certain parties to gain power or decline in different countries?

ship-between-the-uk-and-
awing-a6776081.html

ortunate comment on UK-Russia
at we still have to resort to the
standbys of space flight and

this is how rapprochements

ore unfortunate, however, is

of such attempts in the past 15

relations: May and Putin
improve ties
.bbc.com/news/uk-politics-

ay has spoken on the phone to
esident Vladimir Putin for the
ince she became PM, Downing
confirmed.

exander Litvinenko: Profile of
urdered Russian spy
tp://www.bbc.com/news/uk-

quiry into the killing of former
Alexander Litvinenko has
that President Putin probably
is assassination. But who was
did his death cause such

y?

ish Bilateral Relations
.rusemb.org.uk/ruuk/

ns between Russia and the
gdom historically have never

e. In recent years, the political
p has been characterized by
and volatility, by abrupt changes
ely good to overt hostility.

ely, this appears to reflect the
te of relations with the

est. Unable to give up its claim
3l truth in international affairs,

s positioned itself on the cutting
h complications.

Russia’s Role in Brexit?

Putin’s Media are Pushing Britain for the Brexit
http://www.interpretermag.com/putins-media-are-pushing-bri
the-brexit/
Just months after lobbying for Jeremy Corbyn’s election as lead
the UK opposition, Kremlin’s English-language outlets are now
the campaign to take the UK out of the European Union.

http://www.thedailybeast.com/articles/2016/06/08/
putin-is-meddling-in-britain-s-brexit-vote.html
The Kremlin claims it's neutral as Britain prepares tc
whether to leave the European Union, but Russia’s own propag
says otherwise.

é‘% Why Putin is Meddling in Britain’s Brexit vote
5

Russia, China and Brexit: What Putin and Xi have to lose anc
from Britain leaving the EU
http://www.ibtimes.com/russia-china-brexit-what-putin-xi-haw
gain-britain-leaving-eu-2385835
Heads of both states are motivated by keeping the U.S. sphere
influence — whether in Ukraine or the South China Sea —in che
they’re on opposite sides of the “Brexit” debate.

Why Vladimir Putin is cheering Brexit—and why he might so
regret it
http://www.vox.com/2016/6/28/12031588/vladimir-putin-russia
-brexit
It's not so much Brexit itself that matters to the Kremlin, but ra
hope that this will generate yet more division and distraction i
West. But Vladimir Putin ought not to regard this as an undilute
because there are some buried risks for Russia, too.

For Russia, Brexit would be an opportunity not a tragedy
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2016/may/1g/for-russia-b
would-be-an-opportunity-not-a-tragedy
While there is little sign Moscow is trying to influence the vote,
foreign policy opportunities will not have gone unnoticed.

Russians rally to the Brexit flag in Britain’s EU referendum
https://www.ft.com/content/ba26fiac-20fa-11e6-9d4d-c11776¢
With EU-Moscow relations at a historic low, Russia has become
unlikely but prominent spectre haunting the campaign for Brex
Cameron, UK prime minister, dragged Mr. Putin into the debat
him the only world leader likely to welcome a Vote Leave win.

EU referendum: What does Russia gain from Brexit?
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-36629146

The Remain campaign claimed that the Kremlin was secretly bz
Brexit to weaken the European Union. In the words of Prime M
David Cameron, President Vladimir Putin "might be happy" if B
left the EU. So, is he? Is the Kremlin leader loving a Brexit?




Russian Foreign Policy

5 e Unlikely Origins of Russia’s foreign policy.
P p://foreignpolicy.com/2016/07/27/geopolitics-russia-mackinder-eurasia-heartland-dugin-ukraine-eurasian
nifest-destiny-putin/
obscure academic and marginalized philosopher captured the minds of the Kremlin and helped forge the
nationalism.

Foreign Policy in the Putin Era: A Conference Report
fpri.org/article/2016/o5/russian-foreign-policy-putin-era/

erence brought together an impressive array of leading scholars on Russian foreign policy to discuss Puti

rategy and objectives, Russo-European relations, Russia’s oil and gas politics, and ways in which the West

counter Russia’s aggressive policies in its near abroad and beyond.

for Russian foreign policy you need to know
.russia-direct.org/opinion/z-trends-russian-foreign-policy-you-need-know

e Ukraine crisis and the military intervention in Syria, the key principles and ideas underpinning Russian fo

e becoming easier to understand.

friends in black
.economist.com/news/europe/21601004-why-europes-populists-and-radicals-admire-vladimir-putin-r

black

ope's populists and radicals admire Vladimir Putin.

ccused of clandestine funding of European parties as US conducts major review of Vladimir Putin’s st
.telegraph.co.uk/news/worldnews/europe/russia/12103602/America-to-investigate-Russian-meddling-

n intelligence agencies are to conduct a major investigation into how the Kremlin is infiltrating political pa
it can be revealed.

Required Watching Good Reads

Putin and the Night Wolves vs. Poland g
http://www.nytimes.com/2016/05/11/opinion/putin-and-
the-night-wolves-vs-poland.html

The Night Wolves isn‘t just any motorcycle club; it’s the motorcycle
club that's shaping Russia’s foreign policy.

Documentary: Russian Godfathers
http://topdocumentaryfilms.com/russian-godfathers/
This BBC documentary series examines the relationship between
Russia’s richest men (the oligarchs) and Putin’s administration in
the Kremlin.

Documentary: The Night Wolves: Putin’s motor biking militia of Kremlin Rules

Luhansk
https://www.theguardian.com/news/video/2016/jan/29/the-night-
wolves-putins-motorbiking-militia-of-luhansk-video

The Night Wolves are Russia’s largest and most notorious biker
gang, fiercely loyal to Vladimir Putin, and say they are motivated by
Christianity and patriotism. Their base in Luhansk, east Ukraine,
resembles a set from Mad Max.

Documentary: Hunted in Russia
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=K-dDd4dtOFM
A view into LGBT rights in Russia.

Documentary: Putin’s Kiss
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cTli4tGRoi8

A documentary about Masha Drokova, a Russia youth group
member who becomes disillusioned.

Ukraine regrets UN’s not recognizing LDPR as terrorists
http://www.pravdareport.com/video/26-07-2016/135121-
donbass-o/

The UN analysts counted up about 30,000 terrorists all over the
world, however, there turned out to be no residents of the DPR and
LPR on the list, which made the Ukrainian authorities quite sad.

http://www.aljazeera.com/programmes/putin-russia/2015/10/kremlin-
rules-russia-putin-151028092819953.html

Al Jazeera America travels the country to find out how Russians feel
about their president.

Masha Gessen’s courageous work on Russia:
http://www.newyorker.com/contributors/masha-gessen
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Lesson Plan Idea!
After reading through the various articles on UK-Russia relations, Russian foreign policy and Russia’s possible role in Brexit, have
students draft a proposal to President Obama addressing how to read and respond to Russia’s foreign policy around Brexit.




Learning Objective 6

tudents will explore the ‘special relationship’ between the US and the UK and be able to articulate
sponse to the question “How will Brexit change trade relations with the United States if the UK'is
leave the EU?”

ea of Free Trade come from? What is the difference between free and fair trade? How have trade agreements and

ng Questions: How were trade relations between the United States and the United Kingdom before Brexit? Where do
gies like Free Trade shaped global markets, politics and societies?

History of Britain’s special relationship with America
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/worldnews/northameric
3 usa/4885895/History-of-Britains-special-relationship-with=
America.html
Hugfﬂrl};{&%:lm:ﬁe“ E! \ Winston Ch_urc.hill knew aII_about special relationships
#PEAE- FORALLL TIFH[ between Britain and America — he wouldn't have been born
' = & : without one. His mother, the renowned society beauty Jen
Jerome, was American, while his father, Lord Randolph
Churchill, was the very British second son of the 7th Duke o
Marlborough.

Full Transcript: The Sinews of Peace ("Iron Curtai

Speech")

http://www.winstonchurchill.org/resources/
speeches/235-1946-1963-elder-statesman/i20-the-sinews-
peace
This speech may be regarded as the most important Churc
delivered as Leader of the Opposition (1945-1951). It contai
certain phrases- "the special relationship," "the sinews of
peace " - which at once entered into general use, and which
have survived. But it is the passage on "the iron curtain" wh
attracted immediate international attention, and had
incalculable impact upon public opinion in the United State
and in Western Europe. Russian historians date the beginni
of the Cold War from this speech. In its phraseology, in its
intricate drawing together of several themes to an
electrifying climax- this speech may be regarded as a
technical classic.

The Special Relationship, Then and Now

https://www.foreignaffairs.com/articles/united-

states/2006-05-01/special-relationship-then-and-no
As Tony Blair gets lambasted for backing the Iraq war, it is
worth noting that the current strain in U.S.-British relations
hardly the first induced by war. Twenty-four years ago,
London was dismayed by Washington's lack of support duri
the Falklands War -- an episode that shows both how
complex the allies' relationship has been during times of cri
and how resilient it can be afterward.

US and UK special relationship is 'enduring', Obama says
after Brexit
https://www.theguardian.com/politics/2016/jun/24/brexit=
vote-impact-on-us-donald-trump-election-2016

EU referendum results divide US politicians along party line
but officials say relationship is ‘too important’ to sidetrack
cooperation between the countries.

/en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United Kingdom%E2%80%
ed States relations; http://time.com/4256202/why-the-
-relationship-is-less-special-than-ever/




Why Brexit Really Is a Big Deal for the U.S. Economy

http://time.com/4383202/brexit-america-fallout-economy-fed/

Politicians and technocrats of all stripes are trying to reassure Americans that Britain’s vote last we
e EU won't affect them economically. They are wrong.

9 easons why Americans should care about Brexit
dﬁ p://Www.cnn.com/2016/06/24/politics/brexit-what-this-means-us/
ain's stunning vote to leave the European Union is both historic and world-changing. But what does
r folks living on the other side of the Atlantic? Potentially, everything -- the economy, national securi
for president. Here are five ways Brexit will affect Americans.

Three big ways Brexit could affect Americans personally

https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/wonk/wp/2016/06/22/three-ways-the-big-vote-over-brexit

affect-americans-personally/

Now, with Britain voting Thursday to leave the European Union, many Americans will wonder what
n to them. Here's a look at the three perhaps unexpected ways what happens in Britain could affect

rexit’ Means for U.S. Investors
.wsj.com/articles/what-brexit-means-for-u-s-investors-1466955086
ote to leave the European Union may have only a slight effect on U.S. economic growth, but it could shi
' focus on which stocks to buy.

fter Brexit Vote, U.S. economy to Reflect Uncertainty About What's next
tp://www.npr.org/2016/06/24/483411976/after-brexit-vote-u-s-economy-to-reflect-uncertainty-abo
hats-next

stock market reacted to the U.K.'s announcement that it's leaving the European Union. Repercussio
oric decision are being felt around the world.

ht side of Brexit? A U.S.-U.K. trade deal
.politico.com/story/2016/06/brexit-us-britain-trade-deal-224776

ling regional trade deals become increasingly toxic politically, a trade deal with the U.K. could be relz

egotiate and sell.

bes Brexit mean for the U.S.-U.K. ‘Special’ relationship?
.npr.org/sections/parallels/2016/06/27/483751967/what-does-brexit-mean-for-the-u-s-u-k-special

hip

e moment it became clear Britain would be leaving the European Union, the Obama administration h

in emphasizing the bond between the two nations. Secretary of State

ry reiterated in London on Monday that the U.S. "could not ask for a better friend and ally" than the

Special relationships in flux: Brexit and the future of the US-EU and US-UK relationships

;1 https://www.chathamhouse.org/sites/files/chathamhouse/publications/ia/intag2-3-03-oliver%2o0and?
ﬁ 20williams.pdf

hile talk of a UK-US ‘special relationship’ or of Britain as a ‘transatlantic bridge’ can be overplayed,
British prime ministers, the UK is a central player in US-European relations.

Good Reads @

America and Britain: Was There Ever a Special Relationship? https:
www.amazon.co.uk/America-Britain-There-Special-Relationship/dp/1849043280

Lesson Plan Idea!
Sometimes it is helpful to look at important historical events through comedy. Imagine what the conversation must have
been like between John Kerry and his British counterpart, Philip Hammond when they first discussed Britain’s decision to leave
Brexit. Either make up a short script or improv that conversation!




Learning Objective 7:

dents will be able to describe possible global implications of the UK leaving the E

ions: In discussions of globalization, what role has the UK had in establishing the modern global ec
What impact will Britain’s exit from the EU have on the Commonwealth? The EU is one of the maj
rojects across the globe. What are some potential ramifications in terms of world development an
akes place?

ds in British Trade
theweek.co.uk/uk-news/your-business/61274/biggest-trends-in-british-trade

e, Head of Retail and Wholesale, Corporate Banking, Barclays casts an expert eye over some of th
rends in British trade.
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does it mean for the rest of the world?
jazeera.com/indepth/opinion/2016/06/brexit-rest-world-160627081647059.html

that further fragmentation could be formalized by minority groups calling for a referendum world
xit will change the World: 17 top economists, foreign policy gurus and historians look five yea

w.politico.com/magazine/story/2016/06/brexit-change-europe-britain-us-politics-213990

ts of the Brexit referendum are in, and it is chaos. The United Kingdom is leaving the European Uni
d Cameron is stepping down. The Dow Jones has fallen 611 points in a day.

on to Britain’s vote to Leave the EU
ersation.com/brexit-global-reaction-to-britains-vote-to-leave-the-eu-61399

ngdom has voted by a close margin to leave the European Union. Here, experts from around the wi
h has sent shockwaves around the world and what it means for their country.

ence and Uncertainty for the Market After “Brexit”
ww.nytimes.com/2016/06/25/business/international/brexit-financial-economic-impact-leave.html
rld map has been redrawn with the rules of commerce across Europe, the largest marketplace on e
on Thursday to leave the European Union has set in motion an unprecedented and unpredictable p
oulence and potential crisis — for Britain, for Europe and for the global economy.

eans for the Commonwealth

ersation.com/what-brexit-means-for-the-commonwealth-61941

ave the European Union, Britain’s future relationship with its fellow Commonwealth members has
significance and a greater degree of uncertainty.

e awaits Britain post-Brexit in the Commonwealth markets
legraph.co.uk/news/2016/07/29/a-bright-future-awaits-britain-post-brexit-in-the-commonwealth
post-Brexit debate the role of, and the implications for, the Commonwealth have been raised with

UK will lead world in free trade
bc.com/news/uk-politics-37291832
said the UK could become “the global leader in free trade” as she faced calls to clarify the governm




Asia

wins from Brexit? China
JJIwww.bloomberg.com/view/articles/2016-06-24/china-could-be-the-biggest-winner-from-brexit
fractured, the EU can't help but pose less of a counterweight to China'’s rise on the world stage.

0  Atale of two Brexit impacts
)'Eg http://www.japantimes.co.jp/opinion/2016/07/26/commentary/japan-commentary/tale-two-brexit-impacts/#.V-Koe Kkr
(7 |Britain’s prospective departure from the European Union will clearly send shock waves across Europe and throughout th

Atlantic community. But what impact might it have in the Pacific? Are Japan and China too far away to meaningfully fee

rberations?

it: Japan threatens to withdraw UK investment if ‘requests not met’ in EU deal
:/lwww.independent.co.uk/news/uk/politics/brexit-japan-companies-could-withdraw-uk-investment-eu-deal-requests-

6.html

Tsuruoka further stoked fears about the prospects for 140,000 people employed by Japanese firms — including giants suc
n, Hitachi, Fujitsu - if access to the vital EU market is lost.

INVESTING IN INDIA:

THE POST-BITEXIT OPPORTUNITY
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Brexit: How India is reacting to UK’s exit from th
http://www.business-standard.com/article/
international/brexit-how-india-is-reacting-to-uk-s-
from-the-eu-116062400383 1.html

Agreeing to the government's stance on the

effect Brexit will have on the Indian economy, mar
analysts said there will be no direct impact on India

What Brexit means for India
http://www.forbes.com/sites/ronakdesai/2016/07/0
what-brexit-means-for-india/#70b78e79559f
What does Brexit mean for India? As a former Britis
colony, the country enjoys particularly close econo
trade, political and cultural ties to the United Kingd

Brexit: Impact on Indian businesses
http://www.business-standard.com/article/
international/brexit-impact-on-indian-businesses-
116080900057 1.html

A new report by consulting firm Deloitte analyses t
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likely impact of slowing growth and a weaker poun
Indian businesses. It also looks at four possible
scenarios and what these mean for Indian compani

: https://www.egsis.com/possible-of-effects-brexit-on-the-world-
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Africa

ill be terrible for Africa’s largest economies
Jz.com/715710/brexit-could-be-terrible-for-africas-largest-economies/
at the United Kingdom has voted to leave the European Union, African economies—already struggling f
g demand from China and flat commodity prices—have now been thrown into confusion along with the
rld.

Brexit will be felt across Africa
WW.CNN.com/2016/07/o1/africa/brexit-africa/

erberations from Britain's fateful choice extend far beyond Europe. The U.K. retains deep ties with man
states, and the turbulence is causing anxiety from the Johannesburg stock exchange to the battlefields
a.

loes Brexit mean for Africa?
ww.bbc.com/news/world-africa-36618843

ly certainty in all this is uncertainty. Uncertainty on the markets and uncertainty over the future of trade
s between the UK and Africa. The most internationally traded African currency, the South African rand,
having a bumpy ride in the wake of the UK's decision to leave the European Union.

he Sociopolitical Impact of Brexit on Africa
ttp://studies.aljazeera.net/en/reports/2016/08/sociopolitical-impact-brexit-africa-160831082848629.ht
he results of the British Referendum will have a great impact on the elite and the white populations of Af

sociopolitical attitudes towards the non-British have started to impact on the attractiveness of Britain a
and investment destination. Furthermore the continent has over the years strengthened its relationship
nd Russia. These two countries are most likely to be preferred by Africa moving forward.

feels Brexit effect as UK vote threatens Africa trade deal
www.ft.com/content/oibeebss-5347-11€6-9664-eobdci3c3bef

s of Kenyans’ livelihoods are at risk after Tanzania and Uganda refused to sign a proposed regional trade
e EU over concerns about Brexit and the impact the agreement might have on east African economies.

outh Africa is most exposed to Brexit impact— Moody's
ww.fin24.com/Economy/why-sa-is-most-exposed-to-brexit-impact-moodys-20160708

Africa is the most exposed country in sub-Saharan Africa (SSA) in terms of the potential impact of the Br

atings agency Moody's said on Friday.

African’s Sins Forgotten as Rand Leads Post-Brexit Rally
ww.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2016-08-01/south-africa-s-sins-forgotten-as-rand-leads-post-brexit
rency that was forecast to perform the worst in emerging markets this year is also the one benefiting m
e clamor to boost returns in the wake of the U.K.’s Brexit vote.

aftermath: How it affects Nigeria
unnewsonline.com/brexit-aftermath-how-it-affects-nigeria/
s already having effects on Africa, particularly, Nigeria. Nigeria, a former British colony and member of t
onwealth, is Britain’s second largest trading partner in Africa after South Africa, with £6 billion (about N
or $8.52 billion) in bilateral trade volume last year.

The pains and Gains for Nigeria
allafrica.com/stories/201607080378.html
portends a number of immediate and remote implications for the Nigerian economy.

ANVE GTIGNNH OML




The Middle East

Middle East
<y

Four effect of Brexit on the Middle East
=\ http://globalriskinsights.com/2016/07/four-effects-brexit-
east/

Although not directly influenced and far removed from the
is going on in Europe and the UK, the effects of the Brexit vote wi
ripple effect in the region. With the migrant crisis and the Syrian C
having no end in sight, it is only possibly to predict that Brexit will
effect on foreign policy towards the Middle East and the economi
trade relations going in and out. The internal dynamics of Middle
states will not be profoundly affected, but like all things in the glo
world, Brexit will have an effect on the changing dynamics of the

Brexit's Ripple Effects will Reach the Middle East, Too
http://www.worldpoliticsreview.com/articles/1g9211/brexit-s-ripple
will-reach-the-middle-east-too

The Brexit bombshell is bad news for the Middle East region on a
scores, in particular what it says about Western attitudes toward

and Muslims, and about loss of support for economic integration,
that would improve prospects for the Arab world.

South America

SOUTH AMERICA

hurt Latin America
.miamiherald.com/news/local/news-columns-blogs/andres-
er/article86730482.html

ne 23 vote to leave the European Union will have economic
ts that will hurt Latin America, but its potential political

Id be much more dangerous.

Morth

Atlantic

z“_;’lr
BRAZIL

it means for Latin America
.thedialogue.org/resources/what-the-brexit-means-for-latin- sHilER

Faclfle

Ocean

ish elite reels with the implications of the vote, the rest of the
t now grapple with the ripple effects. Latin America is no i
he consequences are sure to impact the region’s economic e
al future in a wide variety of ways, the majority of which are
tive S

Atlantic
1 Latin America
longphd.com/2016/06/24/brexit-and-latin-america/
diate impact of “Brexit” on Latin America is to create
economic uncertainty in what is already a challenging

Lesson Plan Idea!

Have students illustrate, in any style they choose, Britain’s interconnectedness with global markets and the possible implications
of Brexit on them. Start with Britain’s main trade and political partners, and then consider which ones may be implicated. For
example; Japan has threatened to pull out all Japanese investment from Britain if Brexit happens, how could one illustrate the
significance of this?




euro
challenge

The top 2 teams in the Euro Challenge 2016 visit the
Delegation of the European Union to the U.S. in
Washington, DC.

“l was able to learn about a subject | knew
nothing about. It was intellectually challenging
which | so very much appreciate. The
European Union, and subjects related to it, are
not talked about in the school system. | love
having this knowledge!”

Euro Challenge 2016 Semifinalist

The Competition Task:

The Euro Challenge competition for gth and 10th grade
students tests their knowledge and understanding of the
European economy and the euro, the currency shared by
many of the 28 countries of the European Union (EU). Student
teams will be challenged to make 15-minute presentations in
which they are required to:

1. Describe the current economic situation in the euro area
(the economic region consisting of the 19 EU member
countries who have adopted the euro).

2. Select one economic-related challenge confronting the
euro area as a whole and pick one of the 19 member
countries of the euro area to illustrate that challenge.

3. Recommend a policy or policies for addressing the
challenge you identified in the country you selected. Be
sure to include in your recommendation a discussion of
how having a single currency may or may not affect the
policy choices for addressing the challenge.

Timeline:
e Register your team by January 2017

e Washington Regional Competition: March 11, hosted at
the University of Washington

e  Finalists will travel to New York City for the National Euro
Challenge Competition April 2017

For more information and to register a team, please
email marchbold@world-affairs.org or check out the Euro

Challenge website at: www.euro-challenge.org

World Affairs Council and Center for West
European Studies’ Euro Challenge
Workshop for gth & 10th Grade Students

The Euro Challenge is an exciting educationalopportunity
for gth and 10th grade students to learn about the
European Union (EU) and the euro zone. Student teams
compete in the Regional Competition at the University of
Washington in the Spring of 2017. The winning
Washington team will go on to compete in New York City
for the National Euro Challenge Competition!

The World Affairs Council and the University of
Washington's Center for West European Studies & the
EU Center, and

Ellison Center for Russia, East Europe and
Central Asia

Studies have teamed up this year, and we are offering
one-hour workshop sessions for gth and 10th grade
students in Washington State to learn more about the
Euro Challenge.

We recently visited the International Community School
in Kirkland Washington; you can read more about our
workshop there on our website (click here) or from the
Center of West European Studies (click here).

If you are interested in bringing a Euro Challenge
Introduction workshop to your school, contact the
Center for West European Studies and the EU
Center at cweseuc@uw.edu or

Maggie Archbold (WAC).




ECONOMIC-RELATED CHALLENGES OVERVIEWS

PROMOTING INVESTMENT AND INNOVATION: In the increasingly competitive global economy,
., technological innovation has become an increasingly important source not just of new products and services
l 3% , for consumers, but of new businesses and industries. New technologies disrupt existing industries and may
| ‘|i - displace jobs. Ultimately, highly skilled workforces that are given the tools and opportunities to be more

*-. productive drive greater wealth, better job opportunities and more competitive economies. Modern
infrastructure, strong educational systems and business environments that support investment, research
and development can help spur innovation.

' DEMOGRAPHICS AND AN AGING WORKFORCE:

Demographic trends can have profound implications for an economy. Increasing numbers of retired people

. put pressure on government services like healthcare and pensions plans. With fewer people of working age
to support retirees, policy makers may be forced to cut benefits or raise taxes. Aging populations can also
lead to slower growth due to the shrinking labor force. Today in Europe there are four people of working age
for each retired person. By 2050, there will only be two.

GLOBALIZATION AND MIGRATION: Recent decades have seen increasing global economic integration.
The EU's single market, Schengen and EMU are examples of reforms that have liberalized flows of goods,
services, people and capital within Europe. But Europe is also increasingly integrated into the global
economy. Increased trade, investment and migration have many benefits, and on aggregate tend to boost
growth and living standards. But globalization can also threaten specific interests and groups. How can euro
area countries take advantage of new opportunities while adapting to global competition?

HIGH UNEMPLOYMENT:

High unemployment rates can arise due to recessions or structural factors like regulations or tax policy.
Either way, high unemployment hurts growth and living standards. Unemployment rates in several euro
area countries have been slow to recover following the global financial crisis. How did unemployment get so
high in these countries in the first place? Why aren’t labor markets improving more rapidly now? What can
be done to promote job growth?

FISCAL POLICY AND ECONOMIC GROWTH:

Fiscal policy is an important economic tool at the disposal of governments. During recessions, increasing
public spending and cutting taxes can provide a powerful boost to the economy. Likewise, if an economy is

B overheating, cutting spending and raising taxes will depress output. But borrowing to fund spending can be
risky. If debts and deficits get too big, they can lead to debt and financial crises.

INEQUALITY AND SOCIAL SPENDING: After World War Il, many countries adopted policies that aimed
to reduce poverty and inequality by providing universal social welfare benefits like health care,

unemployment insurance, and more. For a time, these programs succeeded as many countries enjoyed both
\ rising living standards and a narrowing of inequalities. But in recent years inequality has become an issue in

many countries, and many social welfare programs have come to be viewed as unaffordable and in need of

reform.




PROMOTING INVESTMENT AND INNOVATION

THE BIG IDEA

The ability to promote investment and innovation within a country depends on many factors, among them the willingness of
companies to take on financial risks and invest in and fund new ventures. New advancements in Information and
Communications Technology (ICT) such as computers, cell phones, and satellites are particularly beneficial. They can help
boost growth and productivity due to their ability to increase communications between different groups of people around the
world; create new opportunities in developed and developing nations; and bridge the “digital divide” between technologically-
affluent and poorer areas.

However, the quality of the nation’s education; the ease of starting a business; the willingness of people to invest in research &
development (R&D); and the productivity of the country may impede the investment and innovation in many nations. New
innovations have the potential to reduce or eliminate the demand for certain products, thus putting some part of the workforce
out of work when these products are no longer needing to be produced. Ultimately, highly skilled workforces that are given
the tools and opportunities to be more productive drive greater wealth, better job opportunities, and more competitive
economies.

TERMS DEFINED

Technological change describes the process of invention, innovation, and diffusion. New technologies often lead to
the creation of new industries, but can sometimes threaten existing jobs as well.

Productivity measures output produced per unit of input (e.g. number of hours worked). Productivity is one of the
key determiners of a country’s standard of living.

Research and Development (R&D) is basic research is often carried out at universities while product development
takes place at firms and companies.

Europe 2020 is the EU’s current growth and jobs strategy which aims to foster smart, sustainable, and inclusive
growth.

The Junker Commission’s Investment Plan aims to promote new investments that create jobs and growth.

WHY DOES THIS ISSUE POSE AN ECONOMIC CHALLENGE TO THE EUROPEAN UNION?

According to the UK's Royal Academy of Engineering, “For an individual company, funding innovation is inherently risky
because the outcome is uncertain and, even if an innovation proves successful, it is rarely clear at the outset who the
main beneficiaries will be.” Another impediment to innovation can be the burden of government regulation and
trade barriers—if regulations are too numerous or strict, this can limit the endeavors an experiments undertaken.

New technologies disrupt existing industries and may displace jobs (technological unemployment), even having the
potential to put people out of work when a new technology is developed that can do the same job more efficiently.




PROMOTING INVESTMENT AND INNOVATION CONT'D

FACTORS INVOLVED

Skill level of the country’s workforce—higher skill level can increase the likelihood of innovation and developing new
products and technologies)

Number of opportunities given to the workforce that promote productivity

Strength of infrastructure and education system—strong governance and education create a foundation for ex-
ploration in research and development and having the resources to do so

Businesses’ willingness to support investment and research and development

CASE STUDY: THE PEOPLE'S REPUBLIC OF CHINA

As of 2013, China was the largest recipient of foreign direct investment (FDI) among the world’s developing countries,
meaning that it received the most investment in its own companies by companies abroad. According to the Organization for
Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD) this foreign investment continues to play a significant role in China’s trade and
investment circuit, thus largely helping them to develop their economy. Overseas investors are one of the main sources of
China’s investment, and are encouraged by the prospect of having a stake in the booming Chinese economy.

On the other hand, China is also investing in foreign companies and firms, “rapidly becoming an important source of
outward foreign direct investment (OFDI).” As is evident in this, the Chinese economy is not only the location of many a foreign
investment, it is also fueling investment in foreign innovation and endeavors. China’s immense workforce population, excellent
education system and infrastructure, and rapidly growing business sector have given rise to a system in which innovation is well-
funded and prioritized both domestically and internationally (see chart below).

China’s total R&D spending, and OECD projections

Gross domestic R&D expenditure As percentage of GDP
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Source OECD (2014), OECD Science, Technology and Industry Outlook 2014, OECD Publishing, Paris

SOURCES: The Euro Challenge, the European Union (EU), the UK’s Royal Academy of Engineering,
TechTarget, the Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD), Breaking Energy




DEMOGRAPHICS AND AN AGING WORKFORCE

THE BIG IDEA

Many developed countries around the world are experiencing increased population stagnation due to
decreasing birthrates. As a result, there are many more retirees than working-age people, resultingin a
greater tax burden on the economy--in other words, there is a now a larger need for health services and
care for the elderly population, which in turn overwhelms the ability of working-age people to contribute
financially to the healthcare system.

TERMS DEFINED

Population aging is caused by a combination of increased life expectancy and falling birth rates, and is
common to many rich countries.

OADR (the Old Age Dependency Ratio) is the ratio of the number of retirees to the number of working
age people. For example, the European Union’s average OADR is 28.8 dependents per 100 working-age
people.

Tax burden is the amount of tax paid in a country, including income tax, corporate tax, value added
tax, and sales tax. It is normally expressed as a percentage of gross domestic product (GDP), or the total
value of goods produced and services provided in a country during one year. Governments make decisions
about who pays taxes and how much they pay.

Pension is the regular payment made during a person’s retirement from an investment fund to which
that person or their employer has contributed during their working life.

Retirement age is the age at which people may retire and collect full pension benefits. There is also
the “effective retirement age”, which is the average age of retirement without regard to pensions.

WHY DOES THIS ISSUE POSE AN ECONOMIC CHALLENGE TO THE EUROPEAN UNION?

Increasing numbers of retired people put pressure on government services such as healthcare and
pension plans

With fewer people of working age to support retirees, policy makers may be forced to cut benefits or
raise taxes, both of which would be detrimental to the economy and increase the economic stress on
working age people to support the retired population.

Aging populations can also slow economic growth because of the shrinking labor force. Currently in
Europe, there are roughly four people of working age for each retired person, but by 2050 there will
only be two.

An aging workforce that increases in size ultimately limits the nation in question’s ability to produce,
trade, and innovate to its maximum potential.




DEMOGRAPHICS AND AN AGING WORKFORCE CONT'D

FACTORS INVOLVED

Differing spending habits of the young and old populations have the potential to change economic and spending
patterns in the future

Birthrate and fertility rate below or above the replacement level needed in order to maintain population
Life expectancy can shorten or lengthen the potential for a working-age person to support the retirees of their nation
Retirement age in the country affects the potential size of the retired population

The nature of pension programs, such as defined-benefit (employer guarantees that the employee receives definite
amount of benefit after retirement) or defined-contribution programs (employer makes specific plan contributions for
the worker, but the amount of benefit received by the worker depends on the amount invested in the program), in the
country and whether or not they depend on returns from investments ([gain from investment - cost of investment]
divided by cost of investment = return on investment)

Labor market regulations, especially those that provide job security and affect retirement plans, unemployment, and
growth, can determine the country’s workforce size

CASE STUDY: JAPAN

Japan is enjoying the highest life expectancy in the world with relatively low health care costs. Under the
universal Long-Term Care Insurance System, people aged 65+ years are entitled to receive long-term care if determined
to have care needs. Despite this seemingly rosy picture, Japan faces major challenges stemming from simultaneous
population aging and population decline. Japan precedes other countries in experiencing a “super-aging” society not only
in rural but also in urban communities. The critical contributor to population aging in Japan is rapidly declining fertility.

Japan’s experience could provide lessons from which other countries might learn. As a result of recognizing
population aging as a critical societal issue for the past two decades, Japan has implemented a number of policies , such
as improving long-term benefits for the retired and exploring more effective ways to maintain older adults’ functional
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Source: National Institute of Population and Social Security Research

SOURCES: The Euro Challenge, the European Union (EU), Oxford Dictionaries, the World Bank,




GLOBALIZATION AND MIGRATION

THE BIG IDEA

Recently, there has been increasing economic integration worldwide. The EU’s single market is a prime example of a reform that
has liberalized and loosened flows of goods, services, people, and capital within Europe.

Europe is also increasingly integrated into the global economy. Increased trade, investment, and migration have many benefits,
and tend to boost growth and living standards. However, globalization can also pose a threat to certain interests and groups,
making it even more important to consider the following question: How can euro area countries take advantage of new
opportunities while adapting to global competition? How can new migrants be integrated into the economic system?

TERMS DEFINED

Globalization refers to the increasing global integration of economies, and increasing exchanges of goods, services,
people and capital. Technological change may have helped to accelerate this process, but international trade, investment,
and migration have been occurring for centuries.

Gross Domestic Product (GDP) is a total value of the goods and services produced by the people of a nation during a
year not including the value of income earned in foreign countries.

Single market is a type of economy shared between several countries (ex. the EU) in which people, goods, services,
and money can move around as freely as within a single country. EU citizens can study, live, shop, work, and retire in any
EU country and enjoy products from all over Europe.

Comparative advantage is the idea that countries can gain if they specialize in producing goods and services which
are the most appropriate given their economic circumstances. They can trade these goods and services for others which
other countries are relatively better at producing.

Immigration can bring benefits to a country (e.g. help it to overcome skill shortages or cope with population aging).
However, it can also have costs, especially if immigrants are not well integrated into the larger society.

Migration is the crossing of the boundary of a political or administrative unit for a certain minimum period of time. It
includes the movement of refugees, displaced persons, uprooted people as well as economic migrants.

Migrants are any people who live temporarily or permanently in a country in which they were not born, and who
have acquired some significant social ties to the country in question.

International investment can bring lower borrowing costs and technology transfers, but also increases financial
stability risks.

WHY DOES THIS ISSUE POSE AN ECONOMIC CHALLENGE TO THE EUROPEAN UNION?

Integrating immigrants into the workforce can place a strain on the economy if the skillset of the immigrants does not
match the needs of the labor market (ex. If a country’s economy needs more STEM-focused workers to build infrastructure
but only receives an influx of predominantly unskilled immigrant workers)

Transnational companies may drive small European companies out of business.

Migrants are beneficiaries of the welfare system, which means that welfare benefits are being spread over a larger
population




GLOBALIZATION AND MIGRATION CONT'D

FACTORS INVOLVED

The openness of the country’s economy (do international trade/investment represent large or small portion of GDP?)

The strength of the country’s industries (are these industries at risk from foreign competition? Are they better developed
than the same industries abroad?)

The country’s comparative advantages (nations can gain if they specialize in producing goods/services which are the
most appropriate given their economic circumstances)

The country’s ability to integrate immigrants into its economy (the better the ability, the stronger the economy)

The role of international investment in the country (the larger the role, the more the country has been impacted by
globalization)

CASE STUDY: THE FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF NIGERIA

Various sources from Lehigh University’s International Affairs Department and the University of Santiago de Compostela in
Spain have observed the following about the effect globalization has had on Nigeria:

Nigeria’s economy is gaining and growing from globalization and continues to do so.

Globalization has resulted in an increase of the inflow of counterfeit drugs, but has conversely resulted in increased
access to healthcare services.

For Nigeria to achieve further development, it is necessary to fully integrate the economy into the global economy by
removing all trade barriers and liberalizing all sectors of the economy.

Chan 3

Power shift

Advanced economies, including the United States and
Empean Unlun. ‘account fora shrlnlﬁng share of mﬂﬂ GDP
while China’s and India’s portions grow.

Eﬁmdmmmﬂ
m

&0
o
40
20

-amunhrrﬂm-unm I ndia

United States w B Latin America and the Caribbean

-Japan . W Other emerging market and
developing economies

mmmmmmm 2014,

Moser: Diata for 2014 and 2010 o forecasss, GOP is messosed in e of '
parity—tise fate a1 which currencies would umlqmumumwu
E00ds g S4iviced in each country.

SOURCES: The Euro Challenge, BBC, the International Monetary Fund (IMF), Merriam-Webster, Lehigh
University, University of Santiago de Compostela




TACKLING HIGH UNEMPLOYMENT

THE BIG IDEA

High unemployment rates can arise due to recessions or when a large amount of the workforce lacks the skills
needed in the economy. Either way, high unemployment hurts growth and living standards. Unemployment rates in
several euro area countries have been slow to recover following the global financial crisis. As you explore this issue
further, it will help to consider the following questions in the context of the country you have selected.

How did unemployment get so high in these countries in the first place?
Why aren’t labor markets improving more rapidly now? What can be done to promote job growth?
What can be included in the Europe 2020 strategy to help raise employment rates in the EU?

Is the unemployment rate higher for certain groups in your chosen country? What do high levels of youth
unemployment imply for future growth?

What can be done to help the unemployed find jobs and companies attract workers?

TERMS DEFINED

Frictional unemployment arises when people move between jobs, careers, or locations. There is always some level of
frictional unemployment.

Structural unemployment is when workers have the wrong skills for the needs of the economy. There can be many
reasons why workers may be unwilling or unable to acquire new skills.

Cyclical unemployment is unemployment due to a recession, as consumers cut back on spending. Inadequate
demand (spending less on goods, or buying less), causes producers to produce less, which means that less people are
needed in the employment market.

Labor mobility describes the ease with which workers can move either geographically or from one occupation to
another.

Europe 2020 is the EU’s growth and jobs strategy for the coming decade.

Labor market flexibility is a firm’s ability to make changes to their workforce in the terms of the number of
employees they hire and the number of hours worked by the employees. A flexible labor market is one where firms are
under fewer regulations regarding the labor force and therefore can set wages, fire employees at will, and change their
work hours. A labor market with low flexibility is bound by rules and regulations such as minimum wage restrictions.

Full employment is an economic situation in which all available labor resources are being used in the most efficient
way possible.

The European Central Bank (ECB) is responsible for the EU’s monetary system and for the Euro currency. It works
with the other national banks of the EU to formulate monetary policy that helps maintain price stability in the EU.

WHY DOES THIS ISSUE POSE AN ECONOMIC CHALLENGE TO THE EUROPEAN UNION?
e High unemployment hinders the EU’s ability to take advantage of its workforce and production potential.

e Ahigh percentage of employed people in the population leads to collectively lower income and thus lower living
standards.




TACKLING HIGH UNEMPLOYMENT CONT'D

FACTORS INVOLVED

Recessions and different requlations or tax policy (fiscal policy) often lead to the prioritization of saving
money over retaining employees, thus often resulting in higher unemployment levels

e The country’s labor market regulations can make difficult hiring and firing workers in the chosen country

e Whether the nation’s workforce skills and education correspond with the needs of businesses in the
chosen country

e The country’s level of labor mobility (higher mobility will likely result in increased employment)

e The Europe 2020 strategy to raise employment rates in the EU using the following flagship initiatives: 1)
Youth on the Move, which aims to improve young people’s education and employability; 2) an agenda
for new skills and jobs, the goal of which is to see 75% of the working-age population in work by 2020;
and 3) a European platform against poverty and social exclusion, which acts as an incentive for

CASE STUDY: THE ARAB REPUBLIC OF EGYPT

Egypt's unemployment rate eased slightly in the first quarter of 2016 to 12.7 percent from 12.8 percent in
the previous quarter as well as the same quarter a year earlier, according to a Reuters report. Analysts believe
actual unemployment may be higher than the official figures. Egypt has been struggling to restore economic
growth since a 2011 uprising toppled autocrat Hosni Mubarak. The revolt was partly driven by anger about the
lack of job prospects for young Egyptians. Egypt's president Abdel Fattah al-Sisi had pledged to reduce

s UNEMPLOYMENT IN EGYPT &=

SIZE OF LABOR FORCE

EMPLOYED

23.5 | B
MILLION __ p@IMILLION

UNEMPLOYED

of the unemployed in
gu% Eg),fg\.3 are holders of
mic certificates:

1
37%

University and
post university
certificates

of the unemployed in
78 % Egyptareyouth aged

is the unemployment
rate in Egypt

Q109 ipong mates nthe
Do o B b

46 ﬂ/[] 20- 24 years

unicef &

SOURCES: The Euro Challenge, Investopedia, the European Commission, UNICEF, Reuters, European




WHAT ROLE DOES FISCAL POLICY PLAY IN
PROMOTING ECONOMIC GROWTH?

THE BIG IDEA

Fiscal policy is an important economic tool at the disposal of governments. Fiscal policy refers to the use of
government spending and taxes to achieve economic objectives. During recessions, the government’s
increasing of public spending (i.e. increasing military funding or building more roads) and cutting of taxes
can provide a powerful boost to the economy. Likewise, if an economy is overheating (when the demand is
increasing so quickly that it cannot be met by the economy’s production capacity) cutting spending and
raising taxes on goods will decrease demand. But borrowing to fund spending can be risky. If deficits, the
amount between what the government takes in and spends each year, get too big, they can lead to debt
and financial crises.

TERMS DEFINED

Interest rates are the price a borrower has to pay in order to borrow money. Borrowers usually pay
higher interest rates as a result of the uncertainty in returns on their money.

Gross Domestic Product (GDP) is the value of a country’s overall output of goods and services.
Government deficit = money taken in by government - money spent by government
Government debt is the collective amount of deficit the government has accumulated.

Financial contagion explains the possibility of spread of economic crisis or economic boom across
countries or regions. This phenomenon may occur both at a domestic level as well as at an international
level.

The Stability and Growth Pact (SGP) is a set of EU rules limiting national deficit (money taken in by
government minus the money spent by government) and debt levels.

The European Stability Mechanism (ESM) is the permanent crisis resolution mechanism of the EU. It is
the vehicle through which financial assistance is provided to euro area countries in need.

The European Commission is charged with enforcing the rules set out in the SGP and reviews, but does

WHY DOES THIS ISSUE POSE AN ECONOMIC CHALLENGE TO THE EUROPEAN UNION?

e Itisimportant for countries in the euro area to consider the potential outcomes of their own fiscal
policies—because the members of the EU are in such close proximity to one another, this increases the
likelihood of a financial contagion-induced, EU-wide economic crisis that spreads across Europe and
then to the rest of the world.

e The fiscal policies of EU member states must be even more carefully monitored due to the multilateral
implications that they have; the economic policies adopted within one EU country likely will affect the
economies of its fellow member states.




ROLE OF FISCAL POLICY IN PROMOTING ECONOMIC GROWTH CONT'D

FACTORS INVOLVED
Changes in fiscal policy (tax rates, interest rates, levels of government spending, borrowing to fund spending)
The amount of debt and deficit a country has accrued
The country’s ability to repay its debts and financial markets’ faith in this ability (credit worthiness)

Public spending'’s (e.g. on unemployment insurance, infrastructure, education, and health) effect on economic

CASE STUDY: REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES

The incoming administration of Philippine President-elect Rodrigo Duterte signaled its willingness for
looser fiscal policy as it seeks to ramp up spending on infrastructure and cut taxes. The new government plans to
cut personal and corporate taxes within six months of taking office and borrow more, said Ben Diokno, Duterte’s
budget secretary.

“Investors would be willing to look past any potential increase in the deficit depending on the details of
the fiscal policy,” said Michael Wan, an economist at Credit Suisse Group AG in Singapore. “A broad overhaul of
the tax structure could put more money in the hands of consumers while more spending on infrastructure,
education and health would boost the Philippines’ growth potential.” Investors may support a widening in the
deficit target because the government plans to use the additional fiscal space to improve public infrastructure,
Diokno said. The new government’s immediate priorities include building infrastructure faster, solving Manila’s
traffic woes and investing in agriculture, incoming Economic Planning Secretary Ernesto Pernia reports.
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INEQUALITY AND SOCIAL SPENDING

THE BIG IDEA

After World War Il, many countries adopted policies that aimed to reduce poverty and inequality by providing
universal social welfare benefits like health care, unemployed insurance, food stamps, and more. For a time, these
programs succeeded as many countries enjoyed both rising livings standards and a narrowing of inequalities. But in
recent years inequality has become an issue in many countries, and many social welfare programs have come to be

viewed as unaffordable and in need of reform. What conditions should social welfare systems meet to withstand the
challenges of the 21st century global economy? Consider the following as you continue to explore this topic:

What impact do social welfare programs have on growth and employment? Is inequality rising in your chosen country,
and does inequality limit growth?

How does your chosen country pay for its social welfare system? Are certain types of taxes better than others for
promoting growth and equality? How are pensions and health care funded in your chosen country? What sorts of
reforms could improve social welfare outcomes in a sustainable way?

TERMS DEFINED

Standards of living include the levels of wealth, comfort, material goods, and necessities available to a certain
socioeconomic classin a certain geographic area. The standard of living includes factors such as income, quality and
availability of unemployment, class disparity, poverty rate, quality and affordability of housing, gross domestic
product, and so on.

Social welfare provides assistance to needy individuals and families.

Social benefits People who are retired, disabled, cannot find work, or do not earn money for other reasons can
qualify for social benefit payments.

Unemployed insurance is a small source of income for workers who have lost their jobs through no fault of their
own.

Pensions provide people with an income after they retire from their job and no longer earn a regular income.

Incentives motivate an individual to perform an action. What motivates an individual to work? What motivates a
person to pursue a post high-school degree? What helps an employer hire more workers?

WHY DOES THIS ISSUE POSE AN ECONOMIC CHALLENGE TO THE EUROPEAN UNION?

e Unaffordable social welfare programs can be seen as inefficient as some EU citizens feel that they are not
fulfilling their intended purposes, and thus should be reformed so that they actually meet the nation’s economic
needs.

e Rising inequality in a nation often leads to decreased standards of living for those in lower socioeconomic
communities, thus making it difficult for them to attain the same opportunities for employment that those in
upper classes have.

e When not all members of a country have the opportunity to contribute to the economy due to unaddressed
health problems or lack of resources, this limits the country’s ability to experience economic growth.




INEQUALITY AND SOCIAL SPENDING CONT'D

FACTORS INVOLVED
Social welfare programs’ effect on growth and employment in the selected country
The selected country’s state of inequality and whether it is currently rising or falling

The extent to which the country’s social programs are an incentive or disincentive to economic activity (hiring
workers, looking for a job, serving as a tax burden on companies and households)

CASE STUDY: LATIN AMERICA

New terms: redistributing income, [economically] unequal country, abovefon/below the trend, market poverty, equalizing,
pro-poor

According to a recent working paper published by the Center for Global Development (CDG), the most unequal
countries (determined by the size of the gap between the rich and the poor) in Latin America tend to redistribute
income more. Redistributing income consists of a nation’s wealth being channeled from those who have more to
those below a certain income level, through taxes that pay for welfare benefits. Bolivia, Colombia, El Salvador,
Guatemala, Honduras and Peru redistribute income below the trend for unequal countries (their income redistribution
rates are lower than the average findings for unequal countries); Chile, Ecuador and Mexico are on trend for income
redistribution; and, Argentina, Brazil, Costa Rica and Uruguay redistribute above the trend. Fiscal policy reduces
poverty in nine countries.

However, the paper reports that in four countries, the incidence of poverty after fiscal policies have been
implemented is higher than market income poverty (people who fall below the poverty line when taking into account all
salaries, income, benefits, interest, etc.), even though fiscal policy is often able to bridge the gap between the richer and
the poorer. In Brazil and Mexico, a third of the poor population became impoverished at the hands of fiscal policy and, in
Bolivia and Guatemala, two thirds were. The CDG working paper also found that public spending on pre-school and
primary education is always equalizing (able to decrease the gap between rich and poor), and is also pro-poor (targeted at
reducing poverty). At the same time, the paper reports that spending on secondary education is always equalizing but pro-
poor only in some countries. Spending on tertiary education (i.e. college, technical school) is never pro-poor;

Tax Revenues in Latin America and OECD Countries

® Latin America (10) WOECD ® OECD America-Pacific

Taxes on goods  Taxes on Social security Taxes on  Taxes on payroll Other taxes
and services income, profits contributions property and workforce
and capital gains

SOURCES: The Euro Challenge, Investopedia, Economic Perspectives, the Center for Global
Development (CDG), Business Dictionary, Demos, the Overseas Development Institute (ODI)




BREXIT: Implications for Britain and the EU

GRADE LEVEL

8-12

KEY QUESTIONS

What is the European Union and
why was it formed?

Why did some people vote for
leaving the EU and others vote
to remain?

How will other nations within
and outside of the EU respond
to the Brexit vote?

CURRICULUM
CONNECTIONS

Economics
Political Science
World History
Sociology

Contemporary Issues

COMMON CORE
CONNECTIONS

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.9-10.1

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.11-
12.2

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.11-
127

BACKGROUND

The recent referendum victory for the BREXIT “Leave” campaign has raised many
different questions about Britain’s future relationship with the European Union.
Although a close vote, many British citizens and others around the world were
surprised when the final tally emerged in favor of leaving the EU. What led to this
decision and what does mean for Britain and other European countries moving
forward politically and economically? This lesson will help your students assess
these questions and develop a greater understanding of the issues that impacted
the Brexit vote as well as its potential consequences.

The European Union gradually emerged in an effort to create a strong and collective
economic marketplace to compete against other nations, such as the United States,
and to unify a region of the world historically linked to two devastating world wars
of the 20" century. With the free movement of goods and services across countries,
Europeans changed the dynamics by which national borders are traditionally
conceived. As an Italian, you could work in Munich for a German firm or as a
Belgian, take on a job in the French countryside. Many countries, unlike Britain,
adopted a common currency, the “Euro,” to enhance this economic collaboration
and improve domestic economies. The EU gradually enlarged to include many
Eastern European countries that were previously under Russian influence. As the

EU continued to expand, the movement of people across the continent accelerated.
In addition, southern European countries, such as Greece, Spain, and Italy, were
caught in the middle of the 2008 recession. Many questions arose about this
economic alliance, especially related to whether or not other EU member states
had a responsibility to assist those in need.

As conflict in the Middle East and North Africa emerged over the past few years,
European countries began to see a dramatic influx of refugees seeking asylum from
civil war and the Islamic State. Many feel that this issue had a significant impact on
the Brexit vote. After engaging your students in this lesson, they should be able to
explain what “BREXIT” entailed and discuss/debate possible implications from
multiple points of view.

GLOBAL COMPETENCY

Investigate the World

Recognize Perspectives,

Communicate Ideas

Take Action

KEY TERMS

European Union David Cameron

Supranational Organization Theresa May

BREXIT (also, Brexiteers) Sovereignty
Multinationalism Democratic Deficit

Referendum Euroskeptic

Article 50 UKIP (UK Independent Party)




LESSON ACTIVITIES

Materials:
BREXIT Articles; Political Cartoons, Video Clip

Procedure:

1. Think/Pair/Share: Ask students to write down what they know about the European Union. Next, have them
brainstorm what they know about the historic BREXIT vote. Once they have completed this task, have students share
with a student next to them. As a large group, have students share their responses and write on the board. Next, have
students write down questions they have about the EU and BREXIT. Have select student shares their curiosities with
the class.

2. Political Cartoons: Use the attached political cartoons on BREXIT to provoke student interest. Have students share
their ideas with class.

3. Small Group Literacy Activity: Break students into groups of 3 and assign each group one of the BREXIT articles
provided in the resource packet (there are several links to articles to choose from on a variety of different topics related
to Brexit). Students should actively read the article by highlighting key points/concepts, writing questions in the
margin, etc. These articles will help students to develop some background knowledge on the EU, BREXIT, and the
issues associated with whether to stay or leave the European Union. Each student should share what they gleaned
from the article and contribute the creation of a 7 sentence synthesis of the article. When completed, please have each
group share their synthesis during large group discussion. The teacher will identify key points made during the
discussion and help students connect the main points between the articles.

4. Video Clip: Please show the brief video clip (there are a couple to choose from) on BREXIT and connect the ideas to
what students have learned thus far. There is also a short video clip you may want to use on the EU if your student’s
have little knowledge on its purpose or history.

a.https://www.theguardian.com/global/video/2016/may/31/eu-referendum-brexit-for-non-brits-video-explainer
b.http://www.cnn.com/videos/cnnmoney/2016/02/17/cnn-brexit-explained.cnn/video/playlists/news-from-europe-

curated/

5. Simulation Activity: Reshuffle student groups and have them work in groups of 3 or 4. This part of the lesson
Will require students to examine demographic information as it relates to BREXIT voter preference, as well as
Evaluate the BREXIT vote from different points of view.

A. Provide each group with the demographic information of those who voted for “Leaving” the EU and

those who voted to "Remain.” There is a website below where you can access this information and/or have students
investigate. Have students look at age, gender, social class, ethnicity, regional, urban v. rural, etc. to see if they
notice any patterns related to the vote. Have a discussion with students as to why some constituent or
demographic groups would have voted more likely to “leave” or “stay” in the EU. Students should also look at the
percentages of those that did vote and those that did not. Is there a reason why younger voters did not turn out in
comparison to older voters (an interesting question for class discussion)? If we were looking at American politics,
would we notice similar voter turnout characteristics?

eHave students write down 3 conclusions from their interpretation of the election’s data and one question the

data prompted in their minds. Be prepared to share in larger group discussion.

i.http://www.politico.eu/article/graphics-how-the-uk-voted-eu-referendum-brexit-demographics-age-
education-party-london-final-results/

ii.http://www.economist.com/news/britain/21701257-results-paint-picture-angry-country-divided-class-age-
and-region-country-divided

iii.Video clip: Could be interesting to show the class: http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2016/06/22/eu-
referendum-which-type-of-person-wants-to-leave-and-who-will-b/




B. The second part of this activity requires students to conduct further research on the reasons or rationale for “leaving”
or “remaining” in the EU. Give each student group a different stakeholder role to play:
025-year-old male professional living in London
067-year-old retired female living in a small town in southwest England
028-year-old unemployed male living outside of Manchester
038-year-old professional female living in Edinburg, Scotland
05o-year-old Catholic, factory worker living in Belfast, Northern Ireland
031-year-old hotel worker of Indian descent living in London.
083-year old retired male living in Wales.
021-year old female student attending college at Oxford
O45-year old wealthy businessman from Glasgow
027-year old accountant of South African descent

Students will research the issues that led different people to vote for “leaving” or “staying” in the
EU. How do you they think their particular “stakeholder” would have voted? After completing
research on the arguments for “staying” or “leaving,” students should be able to discuss and debate
the advantages and/or disadvantages from the perspective of their key stakeholder.

C. Debate: Arrange the desks in a circle and begin by asking the question: Should Britain "“Remain” or
“Leave"” the European Union? Each group (representing a different key stakeholder) will have

an opportunity to make their case. This part of the activity gives students an opportunity

communicate ideas from diverse points of view. Each group could have one spokesperson or you

could allow more than one person share their opinion per group. You could also have students take

on these various roles as though they were representing these key stakeholders as members of Parliament.

D. Exit Slip: After students have finished the discussion/debate, have students write a paragraph (could
be longer) explaining how they would vote and why (including key information to support their opinion.

EXTENSION ACTIVITIES
Option 1

Have students develop a large political cartoon or poster that represents the BREXIT issue from a distinct perspective.
Think about what key idea(s) they want to convey and share their work with the rest of the class.

Option 2
Produce a piece of graffiti art that conveys one or more of the issues characterizing the BREXIT vote.
Option 3

Prepare a news broadcast in which you describe the issues of the BREXIT vote from multiple perspectives. This broadcast
could include points of view from England, Wales, Scotland, and Northern Ireland, along with perspectives from European
Union other EU member countries.
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