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The mission of the World Affairs Council is to 
advance global understanding and engagement 
throughout the greater Seattle area. Our vision 

is to create a Seattle community that is 
connected, engaged, and inspired to create 

change in the world.  

  Our Mission 



  Our Mission 
 



 November 2014 — Secretary of the Treasury, Jacob J. Lew, discussing the state of the world economy and 

what can be done to improve global economic growth. 

Community Programs (CP) is the platform through which the 
World Affairs Council engages its members and the greater 
Seattle community through discussion, dialogue, and debate on 
global issues. The Council is non-partisan and this is reflected in 
the diversity of issues and speakers that we bring to the table. 
Our full schedule of events offers frequent opportunities to 
become better informed about international issues and their 
local relevance; to become inspired to learn more; and to 
become better connected to community members who share a 
similar interest in meaningful conversations about global issues 
as well as the United States’ and Seattle’s role in the world.  

The Council’s events are not lectures. We rarely offer speakers a 
podium. Instead, we offer them a seat at the table to speak 
directly with participants. From an event with hundreds of 
people in the room to a smaller deep-dive discussion with 25 
Council members in the monthly member-to-member lunch 
series, audience members are active participants in the 
conversation.  

The Council partners with business, government, educational, 
and civic groups in the community to expand our reach and 
broaden the conversation, ensuring that we provide a robust 
platform that addresses the varied interests and issues of our 
members and the greater Seattle community.   

 

 

Partnerships in 2014 included:  

 Town Hall, where we welcomed General Wesley Clark 
and Pulitzer Prize-winning author Lawrence Wright;  

 Washington State China Relations Council for a 
discussion on maritime disputes in the South China Sea; 

 Impact HUB Seattle, the Seattle Globalist, and Crosscut 
for an innovative global current events game in which 
participants role-play to solve an international issue 
playing out in greater Seattle;  

 KCTS, where more than 500 Council and KCTS members 
heard from Rick Steves on his new program The Holy 
Land;  

 the Henry M. Jackson School of International Studies, 
where the Council is a partner in the 2014-2015 
Intersections in International Affairs discussion series;  

 the British American Business Council of Seattle for a 
discussion with Simon Moore, international director of 
the Confederation of British Industry, the day before the 
Scottish referendum vote.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

COMMUNITY PROGRAMS 

“Our full schedule of events offers frequent 

opportunities to become better informed 

about international issues and their local 

relevance...” 



 November 2014 — Secretary of the Treasury, Jacob J. Lew, discussing the state of the world economy and 

what can be done to improve global economic growth. 

In 2014, over 3,000 attendees participated in 100 CP 

events, from overflowing auditoriums to small-group 
discussions to networking opportunities. Highlights of the 
program year include U.S. Treasury Secretary Jacob Lew, 
who gave a talk at the World Affairs Council on his way to 
Australia for the G-20 Leaders’ Summit; then-President and 
CEO of CARE USA Dr. Helene Gayle, who has long ties to 
Seattle and returned to participate in a discussion on 
responding to humanitarian crises and enduring poverty in a 
thought-provoking conversation moderated by King 5’s Mark 
Wright; UN Under Secretary-General Leila Zerrougui, Special 
Representative for Children and Armed Conflict, who 
highlighted the challenges for the UN in protecting children 
from being victims and participants in armed conflict; and 
Rick Steves addressing the winners of the annual World 
Citizen student essay contest, where greater Seattle students 
in grades 3-12 wrote essays on the value of thoughtful travel. 

In addition to public events, the Council also offers unique 
opportunities for current and future Puget Sound leaders to 
spend a year as a Fellow of the World Affairs Council. The 
Fellows are nominated and selected in a competitive process. 
They have access to leading global voices for monthly 
discussions on issues that are in the headlines and relevant to 
the area. There are also networking opportunities and social 
activities to build an active and engaged cohort. The 2014-
2015 Fellows are drawn from business, politics, education, 
finance, non-profits, and the military and have spoken with, 
for example, Google leadership on internet freedom and 
governance; with an observer of the Iranian nuclear 
negotiations; and with a former intelligence official on trends 
in international security.  

The World Affairs Council also provides networking and 
learning opportunities for young professionals.  The Young 
Professionals International Network (YPIN) brings together a 
diverse group of people in their 20s and 30s with a shared 
passion for international affairs. YPIN hosts a wide range of 
networking and educational events in the Seattle area, each 
with a unique global focus to help foster global understanding 
and engagement. Events include: 

 Monthly networking: YPIN hosts themed networking 
happy hour events at casual venues around Seattle. 
These events are meant to bring together like-minded 
young professionals to engage in intellectual 
conversation and make connections. In order to reach 
new groups of young professionals, themes have 
included international development, tech, global 
health, and global business. 

 Global Leader Dinner: This formal dinner series is 
designed to bring together accomplished global leaders 
with a small group of YPIN members for an intimate 
discussion about world industries and critical global 
issues. 

 

 Annual Holiday Party Fundraiser: This event celebrates 
the end of the year and provides an opportunity for 
young professionals to dress up and meet other globally
-minded people. This is the biggest event of the year 
and proceeds benefit the Global Classroom program. 

 Educational programs: YPIN frequently hosts speakers 
and panel discussions on current global events with a 
local impact. Events included a panel discussion on coal 
exports and oil trains, a Skype session with a student in 
Istanbul during the height of the protests in Gezi Park, 
and a film screening of Not My Life followed by a 
discussion on human trafficking. 

 

Other programs include an annual International Women's 
Day Speed Mentorship, an August boating event on Lake 
Union with an IVP delegation, and monthly travel 
photography contests.  

2014 Key Facts 

Over 100 programs 

Over 3,000 attendees 

Over 70 speakers & panelists from various  

parts of the world 

“We partner with key business, 

government, social and civic groups in 

the community to expand our reach and 

broaden the conversation.” 



IVP SPOTLIGHT 

Ms. Tiffany McVeety 
The International Visitor Program 
(IVP) advances global understanding 
by connecting greater Seattle 
community members with emerging 
professional and youth leaders from 
around the world. These exchanges 
allow citizens and visitors alike to see 
their shared values, and powerfully 
diminish the boundaries of language, 
culture, and nation. 
 
IVP’s core initiative is the Department 
of State sponsored International 
Visitor Leadership Program (IVLP). 
Launched in 1940, the IVLP is the U.S. 
Department of State’s premier 
professional exchange program. The 
goal is to build mutual understanding 
between the U.S. and other nations 
through carefully designed short-term 
visits to the U.S. for current and 
emerging foreign leaders. Each 
program is tailored to the professional 
interests of the visiting leaders and 
supports the foreign policy goals of the 
United States. The World Affairs 
Council partners with the U.S. State 
Department and National Program 
Agencies to administer the program in 
Seattle.  
 
In 2014, IVP hosted several women’s 
entrepreneurship and leadership 
groups from France, Slovakia, 
Malaysia, Africa, and South and 
Central Asia. Visiting entrepreneurs 
spoke with local successful female 
business leaders in the Seattle area, 
creating connections for future 
international cooperation. In addition, 
women entrepreneurs participated in 
educational workshops, panel 
discussions, and networking dinners. 
Some visitors also met with First Lady 

Trudi Inslee and Secretary of State 
Kim Wyman. 
 
IVP expanded its regional 
programming to Alaska in 2014, 
sending a group of visitors from New 
Zealand to Anchorage for a program 
focusing on indigenous economic 
development. Great connections were 
made between our Kiwi visitors, all of 
whom were Maori or worked closely 
with Maori communities, and the 
Native Alaskans they met with. 
 
December saw an HIV/AIDS Education 
and Prevention program with 
participants from around the world.  
The group visited with Fred 
Hutchinson, UW’s Department of 
Global Health, the Northwest AIDS 
Education and Training Center, Gay 
City, and Newport High School.  At 
Newport, visitors met with students in 
the unique ASPEN program: AIDS 
Peer Educators at Newport.  Our 
visitors were impressed by the 
students’ presentations on HIV/AIDS 
and frankly shared their own 
challenges and perspectives. 
 
These programs are only a sampling of 
the hundreds of visitors who were 
hosted by the International Visitors 
Program this past year from all corners 
of the globe.  In 2015, we look forward 
to celebrating the 75th anniversary of 
the International Visitor Leadership 
Program and continuing the important 
work of creating a more peaceful and 
prosperous world through citizen-to-
citizen diplomacy. 

INTERNATIONAL VISITOR PROGRAM 

In  order to facilitate 
meaningful, long-lasting 

connections and expand our global 
community through visiting IVLP 
delegations, IVP partners with  
many engaged individuals in 
greater Seattle. 

As an active IVP partner, Ms. 
Tiffany McVeety of the Girandola 
Center met with a delegation of IT 
entrepreneurs  from Kazakhstan in 
February 2014 to discuss best 
practices in fostering business 
development. By  the end of the 
meeting, she was asked a very 
simple but powerful question: 

“Would you be willing to come 
teach us business in Kazakhstan?” 

Ms. McVeety accepted and was 
able to visit Kazakhstan in May 
2014, sponsored by a related 
Kazakh organization.  There, she 
was able to host trainings for local 
business owners and 
entrepreneurs, and met with 
government leaders to discuss the 
tools and support needed to create 
an ecosystem for entrepreneurship. 

Since her trip to Kazakhstan, Ms. 
McVeety has continued to partner 
with the delegates she initially met 
with in Seattle, and remains  
actively involved in supporting and 
partnering with visiting IVP 
delegations and participants.  
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meeting, she was asked a very 
simple but powerful question: 

“Would you be willing to come 
teach us business in Kazakhstan?” 

Ms. McVeety accepted and was 
able to visit Kazakhstan in May 
2014, sponsored by a related 
Kazakh organization.  There, she 
was able to host trainings for local 
business owners and 
entrepreneurs, and met with 
government leaders to discuss the 
tools and support needed to create 
an ecosystem for entrepreneurship. 
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2014 Key Facts 

833 Participants  

1,700 government ministers and 364 

current and former heads of state 

are IVLP Alumni 

76 dinners hosted in local homes for 

171 international visitors 

75 homestays arranged for 91 

participants 

768 Meetings arranged 

155 Countries represented 

Over $1.5 Million Economic  Impact 

in Washington State 



GLOBAL CLASSROOM 

Global Classroom (GC) builds partnerships with area 

schools and educational communities—students, teachers, 

and parents—to advance global education and citizenship in 

K-12 classrooms. GC extends the World Affairs Council’s 

mission of global engagement to teachers and students by 

providing curricular resources, professional development 

programs for educators, and leadership activities for high 

school students. Founded in 1997, GC has been and will 

continue to be an integral part of the Council’s work, helping 

build the next generation of global citizens in greater 

Seattle. 

 

The Council’s close and long-standing work with teachers 

has brought enhanced understanding of international issues 

to students in greater Seattle. The Council’s professional 

development workshops offer teachers classroom-ready 

curated resources and lesson plans to bring international 

issues and diverse perspectives to the classroom.  GC also 

offers teachers a unique networking opportunity, locating 

them within a community of like-minded educators from a 

diverse range of schools and school districts. Teachers from 

120 schools, both public and private, representing 30 school 

districts participated in our workshops in 2014, reaching 

literally tens of thousands of students. Workshops are held 

monthly during the school year and topics addressed in 

2014 ranged from Ukraine, human trafficking, Turkey, the 

Syrian refugee crisis, and child immigration. For the eighth 

year in a row, the World Affairs Council received funding for 

six Seattle-area teachers to travel to Turkey on a two week 

study tour with the Turkish Cultural Foundation. These 

teachers developed curriculum on Turkish history and 

culture and presented lessons learned from their travels at 

state social studies conferences. 

Along with professional development, GC also promotes 

leadership skills and enhanced global awareness directly 

with high school students through the Global Youth 

Leadership Initiative. The 2014 session was attended by 35 

students from 17 different schools. Students are required to 

design, build, and implement a global awareness project 

over the course of the year. One project that was 

particularly well-received was the TJ United Nations Club, 

started by two students from Thomas Jefferson High 

School. Since establishing the club, they have had nearly 50 

students attend their weekly meetings where they explore 

various global issues and conduct mock UN conferences to 

discuss issues such as gender equality. They also brought 

eleven students to a World Affairs Council community 

program focusing on the enduring political, social, and 

economic effects of the Ebola outbreak in West Africa. 

“Our close and long-standing work with 

teachers has brought enhanced 

understanding of international issues to  

students  in greater Seattle.” 



In addition to professional development programs and 

resources, the World Affairs Council celebrates the 

importance of being a global citizen with education 

communities. For fifteen years, the Council has conducted a 

World Citizen Essay Contest that challenges students in 

grades 3-12 to write a compelling argument on international 

issues given a specific prompt. Advanced students are 

expected to demonstrate critical thinking and analysis; 

younger students, creativity and thoughtfulness. In 2014, 

students were challenged to “think like Rick Steves” and 

choose a place to travel that would broaden their perspective 

of the world. Our nine winners were honored at an awards 

ceremony featuring Rick Steves himself. Steves gave an 

inspiring keynote on the value of thoughtful travel and 

presented students with their certificates. We received essay 

submissions from 359 students representing 23 schools and 

13 school districts.  

 

Brandon Frederick, a teacher at Bonney Lake High School, 

was the recipient of the 2014-2015 World Educator Award for 

his outstanding efforts to promote international 

understanding and engagement in the classroom and 

beyond. During the school year, Brandon attended our 

monthly Fellows breakfast discussions, allowing him to 

further enhance his teaching of complex international topics. 

Brandon will be honored at an awards ceremony along with 

our World Citizen Essay Contest winners in Spring 2015.  

2014 Key Facts  

1o professional development workshops 

425 teachers attended 

125 schools  

33 school districts 

 

World Citizen Essay Contest: 

359 students  represented 

23 schools participated 
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We are grateful for the in-kind support we received from: 

21 Acres, Antioch University Seattle, ArtXchange Gallery, Beecher’s Cheese, Tom Binh, 
The Bullitt Center, Center for Women & Democracy, City University, Dick's Drive-In, Dry 
Soda, Epic Alex, Farmer Frog, Fremont Brewing Company, K&L Gates, KUOW, 
Mayflower Park Hotel, Organization of Women in International Trade, Lee & Robin 
Pasquarella, Rick Steves' Europe Inc., Ride the Ducks of Seattle, Robin Crowder, The 
Roosevelt Hotel, Russell Investments, Rusty’s Cheesecake, Sound Spirits, Seattle Art 
Museum, Seattle Pinball Museum, Seattle Times, Seattle University, Simple & Crisp, 
Starbucks, Theo Chocolate, Trophy Cupcakes, Tutta Bella 

2014  Financials  



 

The World Affairs programs are well organized, 

well thought out, and a great way to connect 

with teachers from across Washington.” 

– Global Classroom workshop attendee 

“The experience reminded me all over again 

why it is so important to sit down and have 

meaningful conversations and interactions 

with people from other countries.  We had  

much in common, something that can be so 

easily overlooked since differences are what 

tend to get attention when we are at 

distance.” 

 – Mark Hower,  Center for Creative Change, 

Antioch University 

 “I do so enjoy hosting these 

[visitors] - it adds immeasurably to 

my life.” 

 – Judith Baker , IVP Dinner Host 
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Elyse Xinyue Zhang 

Larissa Huan Zhou 

Lei Zhou 

Jesse Ziebart 

Alessandra Zielinski 

Fangmiao Zou 

 

 

 Thank You to our Supporters  



 2014 Board of Directors 

Gladys Gills, Chair, Starline Luxury Coaches 
Alida Skold, Vice Chair, Global Consulting & Investments, Inc,. 
Jean-David Larson, Chair Elect, Russell Investments 
John Comerford, Treasurer, US Retirement Corporation 
Alicia Austin,  Secretary, Lake WA School District 
Kristi Branch, Battelle/PNNL 
Aaron Brown, community member 
Andrew Cushman, Microsoft Corporation 
Susan Fairchild, community member 
Charles Gust, Equality Network Foundation 
Victoria Jones, Seattle University 
Mark Kammerer, Holland America 
Robert Kettle, community member 
Ellen Lettvin, Pacific Science Center 
Ron Masnik, Consul of Belgium 
Roger Meece, Former US Ambassador to Malawi, DRC 
Chris NeVan, BAJ Capital, LLC 
Brent Olson, Olson Consulting Associates 
Andrew Parcel, Goldman, Sachs & Co. 
Lee Pasquarella, Cascade Consulting Group 
Tamara Power-Drutis, Crosscut 
Tracy Rector, Longhouse Media/Native Lens 
Charles Samuel Royer, Cooperatus Consulting Group 
Elizabeth Scallon, VLST Corporation 
Simran Singh, Amazon 
Jennifer Spatz, Global Family Travels 
Barbara Standal, community member 
Lauren Woodman, Microsoft Corporation 

Advisory Council 

Akhtar Badshah 
Megan Bowman 
Bill Clapp 
Mark Dawson 
Dean DeCrease 
Steven Driscoll 
Bill Driscoll 
Marcia Garrett 
William Glassford 
Slade Gorton 
Bill Grinstein 
Paul Isaki 
Darryl Johnson 
Robert Kapp 
Karen Kodama 
Jeanne Kohl-Welles 
Gary Locke 
Jim McDermott 
Ralph Munro 
Roy Prosterman 
David Tang 
Ezra Teshome 
Raymond Waldmann 
Mimi Warner 
John Wecker 
Monica Whaley 
Kathy Wilcox 
Ron Woods 
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2014 Staff Members 

Laura Adriance 
Majd Baniodeh 
Alizeh Bhojani 
Sandy Clark 
Jesse Foster 
Ryan Hauck 
Stephanie Hill 
Julie Kageler 
Amy Kasper 
Joelle Klein 
Alex Kuehl 
Amy Lutterloh 
Jacqueline Miller 
Tese Neighbor 
Rachel Paris-Lambert 
Emily Peters 
Nathan Sharpe 
Nadine Shaw 
Elisabeth Ullman 

 2014 Interns 

Eylem Aydin 
Alizeh Bhojani 
David Bornstein 
Christianne Burgonio 
Jacob Carey 
Bridget Chan 
Rebekah Cheng 
Caitlin Coggeshall 
Benjamin Dohn 
Christina Donivan 
Shannon Dunn 
Kelly Gould 
Charlotte Guard 
Emily Harris 
Margaret Hickey 
Fitzpatrick Jordan 
Margaret Kahn 
Annie Kean 
Esther Kim 

 
 
Stacia Lee 
Kim Mapstead 
Alissa Margett 
Jamie Martin 
Adriana Meharry 
Emma Middleton 
Abigail Pioch 
Cory Rand 
Chelsea Schiller 
Ann Schlossman 
Taylor Timinsky 
Steven Tran 
Tobin Williamson 
Gulbin Yasar 
Kisa Yonker 
Elyse Zhang 
Kiersten Zug 
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Join Us. 
www.world-affairs.org 


