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     Death by Water in Bangladesh  

 

 According to Charity Water.org 663 million people around the world don’t have access to 

clean water. This is a big problem, fortunately I have been granted a grant and I plan to save 

many lives with it. I plan to do this in Bangladesh because they need the most help. Imagine if 

you didn’t have water and had to walk for it, then it would was dirty and you had to drink it. It’s 

pretty hard to imagine for us but 23 million people in Bangladesh live like this. This is a serious 

problem. 

 In Bangladesh people don’t have enough access to clean water and some may not have 

access to dirty water. 633 million don’t have access to clean water worldwide, which is double 

the amount of people in the United States! Sanitation is also a big problem in Bangladesh; poor 

sanitation has led to 700,000 child deaths per year. That is bad. The average American uses 176 

gallons per day. Compare that to the 5 gallons used by the African family! 

 I choose this issue because it’s very important and Bangladesh is in need, it’s the tenth 

most densely populated country in the world. Joshana is a woman who lives in a slum in 

Bangladesh. She does not have clean water and her job is to make shopping bags ($2 per week). 

With the money she makes from that she buys clean water from her neighbor who will only 

allow her to come once a week. I think it’d be hard to live this way. Another reason I choose 

Bangladesh is because according to water aid.org 23 million people there lack access to clean 

water. Also 43%dont have access to improved sanitation, that’s almost half of Bangladesh’s 

population! This dilemma is important many are sick and dying, so this must stop. 

 I think a solution could be to build a well. This could help in two ways; to get clean water 

and to not have to buy bottled water that would just escalate the problem by polluting more of 
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their water. I think wells would work because they are usually affective. But back in the 1970s 

they drilled about 4 million wells to replace traditional polluted sources. Then in 1993 high 

arsenic condensations were discovered in many off the wells in Bangladesh. They painted the 

contaminated wells red but they started to fade. This affected skin, health, and also internal 

cancer was connected to arsenic in drinking water. This is a failed attempt to help stop the water 

crisis. So when I try to help I will check on the well every 6 months to see if it is still working 

affectively. I will also teach the residents who are near the well how to fix it if it if I’m not there, 

because you can’t guarantee that a well won’t break. And if it did break then they’d go back to 

having dirty, contaminated and polluted water. Can you think of any other good solutions? 

 In conclusion the water crisis is a serious problem that must be stopped and because I got 

a grant I will go to Bangladesh to build wells. I will try to help people like Joshana who don’t 

have enough clean water. With more than 1,100 people per square kilometer and 23 million 

people in total who don’t have access to clean water throughout Bangladesh, I know they are 

going to need more help than I can give. So I hope you will help to, and remember every little 

thing counts! 
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