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Frequently Asked Questions 
Internships at the World Affairs Council of Seattle 

 

1. Why are there so many results when I search World Affairs Council? I see organizations in 

cities all over the country.  

The World Affairs Council of Seattle is a member of a larger organization called the World Affairs 

Councils of America (WACA), but each member organization in cities around the country is a 

completely independent nonprofit. Think of the World Affairs Council of Seattle as the Woodland 

Park Zoo and WACA as the Association of Zoos and Aquariums. We may know our peer 

organizations and collaborate from time to time, but we are all completely independent 

nonprofits. That means that the World Affairs Council of Seattle is not a branch or satellite office 

and our organization has its own board, President and CEO, as well as its own sources of funding 

and programming.  

2. Since you’re related to the World Affairs Council in my hometown, can I start my internship at 

your office in Seattle, then transfer to another city? 

Each World Affairs Councils of America member organization is completely independent, so we 

cannot transfer staff from one office to another. When applying for an internship at the World 

Affairs Council of Seattle, the entire internship must be completed in Seattle. 

3. Can I work remotely? 

We do not currently offer a remote internship option. All interns must complete work on-site at 

the World Affairs Council office in downtown Seattle, or off-site at World Affairs Council 

meetings and events. 

4. What internships are available this season? 

Internships are based off of staff need and confirmed programming. Both of these factors rely on 

several external factors including speakers’ schedules, federal government funding cycles, and 

the plans of our current intern cohort. That means that we usually won’t know how many 

internships are available on each team until the last minute. If you’re lucky enough to get 

selected for a phone screen, that call will include an explanation of what’s being offered now. 

5. What qualifications are you looking for right now? 

Most of our internships are a good fit for those with demonstrated interest (such as major 

declaration, coursework, work or volunteer experience) in international relations; foreign affairs; 

international development; global history, culture, religion, languages, literatures; economics; 

nonprofit management;  global public health. Some internships will require special skills, like 

expertise in a particular language, region, or topic, which will be needed for specific programs 

and will not be advertised due to short notice. 

6. What are the hours? 

Most of our internships are part-time and our office operates during business hours, Monday-

Friday 9am-5pm. Interns are expected anywhere from 12-20 hours per week, with 15-16 hours 

being a typical commitment. Once selected for your internship, you will work with your 

supervisor to create a weekly work schedule that works for you both. The typical intern will work 

about 3 days per week for about 5 hours per day, on a regular schedule. 

7. What is the start date? 
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Our start dates are flexible and can be tailored to meet your schedule. Start dates will be 

roughly: January for winter internships, March/April for spring internships, May/June for summer 

internships, and August/September for fall internships. 

8. Can I defer acceptance? 

You cannot defer acceptance to a later date, as each internship position will not be available 

during each recruitment cycle. If you do end up getting selected and cannot start your internship, 

you will be offered a chance to get at the front of the interview line when you become available.  

9. Can I study abroad during my internship? 

Sometimes. We often have interns start an internship for 3 months, leave for study abroad, and 

come back for another 3 months. Each request is considered on a case-by-case basis and will be 

determined based on program needs.  

10. Do I need to be a U.S. citizen? 

No. Because our unpaid internships are volunteer opportunities, applicants do not need to be 

citizens or have authorization to work in the United States.  

11. Do interns get hired into staff positions? 

Yes, but rarely. The World Affairs Council has a small staff and usually hires between 1-3 people 

per year. In order for your internship to end in a job offer at the Council, you would need to hope 

that an entry-level vacancy opens up at the right time. If that happens, we put current and 

former interns at the front of the line when it comes to interviews. We also excel in making 

connections throughout the Seattle community and would be happy to introduce our interns to 

others living in the region and doing international work who may be hiring. However, if the main 

goal of your internship is to get hired at your internship site, the World Affairs Council will not be 

the best choice for you.  

12. Are internships only for students? What age students are you looking for? 

Our internships can be tailored to anyone, and we often have applicants from all backgrounds. 

Recent interns have included high school students, undergrads, graduate students, law students, 

recent graduates, and professionals looking for a career shift.  

13. I applied a while ago and still haven’t heard from you. When will I hear back? 

Since internship offerings are based off of confirmed programming, we often need to wait on 

several external factors before confirming how many spots are available and reaching out to 

candidates. Oftentimes, candidates are contacted within a month of the start date they applied 

for. Feel free to contact nscullin@world-affairs.org to get an update on your status.   

14. Why wasn’t I selected? 

Our internships are extremely competitive, especially during the summer, and demand greatly 

outweighs the small supply of positions we usually have available. Our average acceptance rate 

is around 0.5%. That means that unfortunately, we are forced to turn down even great 

candidates. We will typically favor applicants who are local and who are available for 6+ months.  

We also take into consideration special skills, like expertise in a particular language, region, or 

topic, which will be needed for specific programs and will not be advertised due to short notice. 

 

 

 

With additional questions, contact nscullin@world-affairs.org. 
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