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Outlining Standards 

A Note on Learning Standards Presented in this Guide 

Three sets of standards have been linked to each of the learning objectives in this packet. The Washington State K-12 Social 

Studies Learning Standards and the accompanying Grade Level Requirements are the social studies standards for WA 

State.  

The College, Career, & Civic Life C3 Framework for Social Studies State Standards are the standards published by the 

National Council for the Social Studies. Guiding the packet as a whole is the Framework for Global Learning created by the 

Asia Society and the Council of Chief State School Officers titled Educating for Global Competence: Preparing Our Youth to 

Engage the World (2011). 

Cross-objective standards are listed at the beginning of the packet, and content-specific standards can be found after each  

learning objective. 

The standards provided have been selected for relevance, but are not exclusive: many other standards, such as Common Core, 

may be applicable to the resources and learning objectives identified in this packet. The intention for this packet’s organiza-

tion is to provide educators with an idea of resources available and possible uses for resources. Users should feel free to create 

their own learning objectives and to select resources according to the specific needs of their classrooms. 

The student understands and applies reasoning skills to conduct research, deliberate, and form and evaluate positions 

through the processes of reading, writing, and communicating. 

 

WASHINGTON STATE K-12 SOCIAL STUDIES LEARNING STANDARDS 

There are five EALRs in Social Studies, one for each of the discipline areas: civics, economics, geography, and history, and a 

fifth for social studies skills. 

(1) Social Studies EALR 1: CIVICS 

The student understands and applies knowledge of government, law, politics, and the nation’s fundamental documents to 
make decisions about local, national, and international issues and to demonstrate thoughtful, participatory citizenship. 

(2) Social Studies EALR 2: ECONOMICS 

The student applies understanding of economic concepts and systems to analyze decision-making and the interactions be-
tween individuals, households, businesses, governments, and societies. 

(3) Social Studies EALR 3: GEOGRAPHY 

The student uses a spatial perspective to make reasoned decisions by applying the concepts of location, region, and move-
ment and demonstrating knowledge of how geographic features and human cultures impact environments.  

(4) Social Studies EALR 4: HISTORY 

The student understands and applies knowledge of historical thinking, chronology, eras, turning points, major ideas, individu-
als, and themes on local, Washington State, tribal, United States, and world history in order to evaluate how history shapes 
the present and future. 

(5) Social Studies EALR 5: SOCIAL STUDIES SKILLS 

The student understands and applies reasoning skills to conduct research, deliberate, and form and evaluate positions 
through the processes of reading, writing, and communicating. 

 

 

 



 
COLLEGE, CAREER, & CIVIC LIFE C3 FRAMEWORK FOR SOCIAL STUDIES STATE STANDARDS 

The C3 Framework is organized into the four Dimensions, which support a robust social studies program 

rooted in inquiry. 

The four Dimensions are as follows: 

(1) Developing questions and planning inquiries; 

(2) Applying disciplinary concepts and tools; 

(3) Evaluating sources and using evidence; 

(4) Communicating conclusions and taking informed action 

DIMENSION 1: 

DEVELOPING QUESTIONS 

AND PLANNING INQUIRES 

DIMENSION 2: 

APPLYING DISCIPLINARY 

TOOLS AND CONCEPTS 

DIMENSION 3:  

EVALUATING SOURCES AND 

USING EVIDENCE  

DIMENSION 4: 

COMMUNICATING CONCLU-

SIONS AND TAKING INFORMED 

ACTION 

Developing Questions and 

Planning Inquiries  

 Civics 

 Economics 

 Geography 

 History 

 Gathering and Evalu-

ating Sources 

 Developing Claims and 

Using Evidence 

 Communicating and Critiqu-

ing Conclusions 

 Taking Informed Action 

Dimension 2 has four disciplinary subsections: (1) Civics; (2) Economics; (3) Geography; (4) History. Each discipli-

nary subsection has three to four additional categories, which provide an organizing mechanism for the founda-

tional  content and skills within each discipline. 

C3 Framework Organization 

CIVICS ECONOMICS GEOGRPAHY HISTORY 

Civic and Political Institu-

tions 

Economic Decision Making Geographic Representations: Special 

Views of the World 

Change, Continuity, and 

Context 

Participation and Deliber-

ation: Applying Civic Vir-

tues and Democratic Prin-

ciples 

Exchange and Markets Human-Environment Interaction: 

Place, Religions, and Culture 

Perspective 

Processes, Rules, and 

Laws 

The National Economy Human Populations: Spatial Patterns 

and Movements 

Historical Sources and Evi-

dence 

 The Global Economy Global Interconnections: Changing 

Spatial Patterns 

Causation and Argumenta-

tion 

Outlining Standards 



 
Educating for Global Competence 

Frameworks taken from Educating for Global Competence: Preparing Our Youth to Engage the World (Asia 

Society and the Council of Chief State School Officers 2011). 

“Global competence is the capacity and disposition to understand and act on issues of global 

significance” (Chapter 2). 

           

 Globally competent students are able to perform the following four competences: 

 1. Investigate the world beyond their immediate environment, framing significant problems and  

     conducting well-crafted and age-appropriate research. 

 2. Recognize perspectives others’ and their own, articulating and explaining such perspectives 

      thoughtfully and respectfully. 

  3. Communicate ideas effectively with diverse audiences, bridging geographic, linguistic,  

       ideological, and cultural barriers. 

                 4. Take action to improve conditions, viewing themselves as players in the world and  

       participating reflectively. 



 
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) 

The SDGs in Action 

The Sustainable Development Goals 

(SDGs), also known as the Global Goals, 

were adopted by the United Nations in 

2015 as a universal call to action to end 

poverty, protect the planet, and ensure 

that by 2030 all people enjoy peace and 

prosperity.  

SDGs Working Group 

These working groups engage young peo-

ple in the work of GCE, providing the op-

portunity to have an active role in EU deci-

sion making and be heard on climate and 

environmental issues. Each working group 

is managed by two coordinators. The cur-

rently working groups are: Biodiversity, 

Circular Economy, Climate Justice, Clean 

Mobility , and the Sustainable Develop-

ment Goals.  

The SDGs Explained For Business 

No matter how large or small, and regard-

less of their industry, all companies can 

contribute to the SDGs. While the scale 

and scope of the global goals is unprece-

dented, the fundamental ways that busi-

ness can contribute remain unchanged. 

The UN Global Compact asks companies 

to first do business responsibly and then 

pursue opportunities to solve societal chal-

lenges through business innovation and 

collaboration.  

https://www.undp.org/sustainable-development-goals
https://gceurope.org/author/sdgs-working-group/
https://www.unglobalcompact.org/sdgs/about


The European Union (EU) 

European Union—The History of the European Union 

From resistance fighters to lawyers and parliamentarians, the EU pioneers were a diverse group of people 

who held the same ideals: a peaceful, united and prosperous Europe.  

 

EU Members Countries  in Brief 

This list of EU member states includes information about each country’s capital, population size, flag, lan-

guages, currency, and more! The EU was not always as big as it is today. When European countries started 

to cooperate economically in 1951, only Belgium, Germany, France, Italy, Luxembourg and the Netherlands 

participated. Over time, more and more countries decided to join. The Union currently counts 27 EU coun-

tries. The United Kingdom withdrew from the European Union on 31 January 2020. 

 

How Does the EU Actually Work? Video - (Atlantic, July, 31, 2019)  
 
An animated short (6 minutes) film explaining how democracy works in the EU and the European Parlia-

ment. This introductory video will help students learn of the basic structures and processes of the EU.  

 

Standard Eurobarometer 99 - Spring 2023 | European Union (Spring 2023)  

This is a survey conducted by the European Union in the spring on 2023 that gages public views on various 

topics and ideas important to the European Union. The survey touches on the climate crisis, the war in 

Ukraine and issues of European security.  

 

https://europa.eu/european-union/about-eu/history_en
https://europa.eu/european-union/about-eu/countries/member-countries_en
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=idlCpZl9hQ4
https://europa.eu/eurobarometer/surveys/detail/3052


The European Union (EU) 

EU Symbols 

Symbols of the European Union include its blue flag with a circle of yellow stars, but it also has an anthem 

and motto. 

History—Consilium (June 5th, 2023)  

The European Council, one of the main governing institutions of the European Union, has selected pivotal 

events that have shaped the EU following its creation after World War II. This webpage features an interac-

tive timeline with images, key treaties, policies, and enlargements, as well as several videos and a documen-

tary tracing the history of the European Council. 

#EUArchives – Europe 1957-2017: 60 years of peace, democracy, solidarity (March 24th, 2017)  

With images and videos from the archives of the European Union, this video from the European Commission 

showcases how the EU has changed the face of Europe with increased stability and prosperity across the 

region.  

EU Learning—Introduction  

Intended for enriching Canadian secondary school students about the European Union, this launchpad from 

Carleton University provides all secondary school educators resources about the history, politics, economics, 

and culture of the EU as well as lesson plans, programs, and games. 

Learning Corner: A Short Guide to the EU (2021) 
 
This document provides a short guide to the EU.  From introduction - “Ever wondered which EU countries 

use the euro or what it means to be part of the Schengen area? What the European Green Deal is and how it 

will make your life better? What exactly does the EU do for you and where the money comes from to pay for 

it all? Read on to find out everything you need to know about the EU.” 

 

 

 

 

 

https://europa.eu/european-union/about-eu/symbols_en
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/history/?filters=2031
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fqm9dda23YA
https://carleton.ca/ces/eulearning/introduction/
https://learning-corner.learning.europa.eu/learning-materials/short-guide-eu_en


 Geography | European Union  

Europe in a Global Context: Geographical Perspectives 

Columbia University’s journal, EuropeNow, gives a thorough history and description of the geography’s uses 

and significance in understanding Europe’s politics, especially in the last century. It provides a background 

for subjects that would become paramount to the European Union’s policymaking, including the European 

Green Deal, geography in economics, and Europe’s success in achieving the UN SDGs. The source also ex-

plores the relationship between the European Union and the European Association of Geographers 

(EUROGEO).  

European Union Maps 

Maps depicting the various enlargements of the European Union, the total number EU member states (prior 

to Brexit), and some candidate countries provide a great visual for students to understand the breadth of EU 

territory and its role across the 20 and 21st centuries. 

Geography: The Language of Europe 

The Royal Geographical Society has put together a cross-cultural lesson plan outline for introducing the ge-

ography of the European Union. It focuses on understanding which countries are in the EU, what the EU’s 

primary goals are and why, and how the EU prioritizes unity in light of its diversity. 

The Geography of EU Discontent 

In response to the growing opposition to the European Union, the EU conducted a study to determine which 

constituents and geographical areas were more likely to have discontent with the EU. They looked at de-

mographics pertaining to region, age, education levels, and more. This source also has an interesting inter-

active map.  

Learn Europe—Educational Open E-Tools 

This website gives a teaching guide (lesson planning resource) 

for educators who wish to teach about the foundations of 

the European Union through geography, history, and the 

economy. It also provides topics (e.g. energy policy, fish-

eries policy, sustainable development) for classroom de-

bates, mirroring the conversations being held among the 

EU.  

          Did You Know? 

There are 24 official  

languages in the European 

Union. The most commonly 

used are English, French, and 

German! 

https://www.europenowjournal.org/2020/06/02/europe-in-a-global-context-geographical-perspectives/
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-24367705
https://www.rgs.org/schools/teaching-resources/geography-the-language-of-europe/introducing-the-eu/
https://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/en/information/publications/working-papers/2018/the-geography-of-eu-discontent
https://learneurope.eu/index.php/en/


 

 

Geography Activity 

CAN YOUR STUDENTS NAME THE 

NATIONS OF THE EU AND EUROPE? 

HAVE YOUR STUDENTS IDENTIFY 

THE NATIONS ON THE MAP IN 

SMALL GROUPS OR AS A CLASS.  

HOW DO THEY THINK EUROPE’S 

GEOGRAPHY MIGHT IMPACT ITS 

CLIMATE POLICY? 

Learning Corner: Play-Teach-Discover the Europe-

an Union 

This site by the EU provides students with opportu-

nities (many interactive) to learn more about the 

European Union. Students can play games, examine 

an EU development timeline, and the site provides 

materials for primary and secondary students.  

https://learning-corner.learning.europa.eu/index_en
https://learning-corner.learning.europa.eu/index_en




 

Dean LaRue 

Dean LaRue is a Senior Lecturer for the Center for West Europe-

an Studies and European Union Center in the Jackson School of 

International Studies at the University of Washington. Mr. LaRue 

holds a Master of Arts in Policy Studies and a Graduate Certifi-

cate in Global Trade, Transportation and Logistics from the Uni-

versity of Washington. He is a member of the founding team for 

the West Coast Model European Union, the primary instructor 

for the UW’s European Union Policy and Simulation course since 

2005, and a former Outreach Coordinator for CWES/EUC. Mr. 

LaRue is a former US Foreign Service Officer for the United 

States Information Agency and International Product Manager 

for Amazon. 

Introduction to Session Speaker 

1. Students will be able to identify and evaluate the similar and different 

political, economic, and social values shared by European nations and the 

United States. 

2. Students will be able to be able define geopolitics and identify/analyze 

how European and American interests in Europe are influenced by geopo-

litical factors. 

3. Students will be able identify the origin of NATO as a security organiza-

tion and evaluate its future role in safeguarding peace and stability in Eu-

rope. 

4. Students will be to interpret maps, graphs, and charts to explain how 

European and American security interests are represented. 

5. Students will be able to explain how the war in Ukraine has influenced 

European and American perspectives on collective security. 

Module 1: Learning Objectives  

Guiding Questions 

for  Educators  

1. How does this topic fit 

into the context of your cur-

riculum? Strategies for 

bringing this into the class-

room?   

2. What enduring under-

standings do you want your 

students to learn from this 

topic/issue? Key concepts, 

skills, and ideas?  

3. Application to 4 pillars of 

global competence?  



 

United Nations (UN): a multipurpose international organiza-

tion with a primary goal of maintaining peace and security, 

as well as other important objectives like developing friendly 

relations among countries based on respect for the principles 

of equal rights and self-determination of peoples; achieving 

worldwide cooperation to solve international economic, so-

cial, cultural, and humanitarian problems; respecting and 

promoting human rights; and serving as a centre where 

countries can coordinate their actions and activities toward 

these various ends. 

North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO): an organization of countries that have agreed to provide military 

support to each other. It was created in 1949 by the United States, Canada, and several Western European na-

tions to provide collective security against the Soviet Union. It remains the largest peacetime military alliance in 

the world, with one of its first military doctrines being “massive retaliation,” or the idea that if any member was 

attacked, the United States would respond with a large-scale nuclear attack, in an attempt to deter Soviet aggres-

sion in Europe. 

European Commission: European Commission (EC), an institution of the European Union (EU) and its constituent 

entities that makes up the organization’s executive arm. The EC also has legislative functions, such as proposing 

new laws for the European Parliament, and judicial functions, such as finding legal solutions to business and trade 

issues between countries within the EU.  

Protectionism: protectionism, policy of protecting domestic industries against foreign competition by means of 

tariffs, subsidies, import quotas, or other restrictions or handicaps placed on the imports of foreign competitors.  

Nationalism: nationalism, ideology based on the premise that the individual’s loyalty and devotion to the nation-

state surpass other individual or group interests. 

Sovereignty: sovereignty, in political theory, the ultimate overseer, or authority, in the decision-making process 

of the state and in the maintenance of order. 

European Security and Defense Policy: the main policy framework through which Member States can develop a 

European strategic culture of security and defense, address conflicts and crises together, protect the Union and its 

citizens, and strengthen international peace and security.  

Key Terms 

https://www.britannica.com/topic/United-Nations
https://history.state.gov/milestones/1945-1952/nato
https://www.britannica.com/topic/European-Commission
https://www.britannica.com/money/topic/protectionism
https://www.britannica.com/topic/nationalism
https://www.britannica.com/topic/sovereignty
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/factsheets/en/sheet/159/common-security-and-defence-policy#:~:text=The%20CSDP%20is%20the%20main,strengthen%20international%20peace%20and%20security.


Navigating the Disarray of European Security | The Friedrich-EbertStiftung Security Radar 2022 

(2022)   

Difficult, in disarray and even dangerous – that is a fair description of the current situation in Europe. The 

precious gift of peace and security is in peril, not only because Europeans have been living in the shadow 

of a global pandemic, fearing for their health for the past two years. Alongside this, the threat of armed 

conflict in Europe has once again become a sad fact. The heightened tensions between East and West, 

and crisis summits between Washington and Moscow remind us of the days of the Cold War. 

 

The Ukraine War & European Security: How Durable Is America’s Strategy | Quincy Institute for Re-

sponsible Statecraft (April 23rd, 2023)   

More than a year after Russia’s invasion of Ukraine, the morale of the United States and its Western allies 

appears high. Spurred into action by Moscow’s act of aggression, NATO appears more united, the EU has 

seemingly become more of a geopolitical actor, and Ukraine has resisted and repulsed the Russian on-

slaught to a degree that few initially thought possible. The Biden administration has thus far laudably 

managed to ramp up assistance to Kyiv without directly confronting Moscow. 

 

Time for European Sovereignty |  IPS (May 12, 2022)   

The War in Ukraine and the transition to confrontational security orders dashed the hopes for security 

sovereignty of European nations and revealed the reality and limitation of Europe’s possibility of strong 

self-defense. Still, many argue that the existence of NATO covers the European area, the credibility of 

European Sovereignty still seems weak since NATO is based on the US which provides the most security. 

 

How EU’s Indo-Pacific Strategy Can Help Establish Stability and Security in the Region |  The Indian 

Express (April 28, 2021)   

The EU’s global power aspiration leads to the Indo-Pacific strategy. After the first summit, the EU out-

lined strategic focus and actions with an aim towards “regional stability, security, prosperity and sustaina-

ble development.” The strategy was approved after 27 nations agreed to proceed. 

 

Europe and Asia - Together for a More Secure World | The Strategist (May 31, 2018)   

To preserve and strengthen our economic exchanges, the European Nations decided to enhance their 

security engagement with Asian countries. With the interests in the economic and political sector, the 

cooperative investments and security partnership seems to provide more stability and capacities. The rise 

of Europe’s security sovereignty brought out the need to move to “new action.” 

The EU as a Security Actor  

https://library.fes.de/pdf-files/bueros/wien/18980-20220310.pdf
https://library.fes.de/pdf-files/bueros/wien/18980-20220310.pdf
https://quincyinst.org/report/the-ukraine-war-european-security-how-durable-is-americas-strategy/
https://quincyinst.org/report/the-ukraine-war-european-security-how-durable-is-americas-strategy/
https://quincyinst.org/report/the-ukraine-war-european-security-how-durable-is-americas-strategy/
https://www.ips-journal.eu/topics/foreign-and-security-policy/time-for-european-sovereignty-6365/
https://indianexpress.com/article/opinion/columns/how-eus-indo-pacific-strategy-can-help-establish-stability-and-security-in-the-region-7292747/
https://indianexpress.com/article/opinion/columns/how-eus-indo-pacific-strategy-can-help-establish-stability-and-security-in-the-region-7292747/
https://www.aspistrategist.org.au/europe-and-asia-together-for-a-more-secure-world/


How to Spend It: New EU Funding for African Peace and Security | International Crisis Group (January 

18, 2021)   

New financial structures will soon allow the EU to fund African military operations – including the supply of 

lethal weaponry – directly, instead of through the African Union. To avoid aggravating conflicts, Brussels 

should undertake robust risk assessments, constantly monitor its assistance, insist that recipient countries 

subordinate military efforts to political strategies and preserve African Union oversight. 

 

The EU As A Security Actor Beyond Its Neighborhood | Atlantic Council (Jun 22, 2022)  

Discussing the consequences of Russia's aggression against Ukraine, it questions the role of Europe on the 

continent and neighborhood. More specifically, this video explores the opportunities for EU-US security 

cooperation around the world and balancing its own ambition with capabilities for engagement. Based on 

the learning from the EU's current military missions abroad, it discusses more about the future strategies in 

security and politics of Europe. 

 

European Peace Facility: Investing in International Stability and Security | European Parliamentary Re-

search (June 30, 2021)  

Although many of the operations and missions the EU supports have military and defense implications, the 

European Union itself has difficulty to finance the activities itself. Therefore, the finance system is funded 

directly from national budgets. In this podcast, it explains how the finance mechanism works and what the 

European Peace facility is. 

 

EU Defense Declassified Podcasts | European Defense Agency    

It discusses the existing security issue and trends inside the Europe continent, with reflections on interna-

tional military cooperation. One of the pressing challenges of the EU here is currently: how to better pro-

tect its citizens, defend its values and safeguard its interests. 

 

An Enduring Coalition to Protect Ukraine | Foreign Affairs (August 7th, 2023)  

In the weeks since July’s NATO summit in Vilnius, Western debate about Ukraine’s long-term security ar-

rangements has fallen into three categories.  This resource outlines some of the lines of thought surround-

ing the current situation in Ukraine and the ways that action from the EU and US may affect global dynam-

ics with Russia in the future.  

 

The EU as a Security Actor  

Frameworks To Think About: Use the 4 Domains of Global Competence as a Framework to Teach about 
the EU, Security, and Global Issues  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=R1X_omK8r1o
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=R1X_omK8r1o
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9ljYjlde0yw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ew7H3-KLSwg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ew7H3-KLSwg
https://eda.europa.eu/news-and-events/podcast
https://www.foreignaffairs.com/ukraine/enduring-coalition-protect-ukraine


 The NATO - EU Relationship 
What Turkey's Presidential Election 

Could Mean for the U.S. and Europe | 

NPR (May 16th, 2023)   

This article outlines the ways in which 

Turkey’s election may have a ripple 

effect on the EU and United States. 

‘There are also implications on the 

world stage: Turkey, which straddles 

Europe and the Middle East, is a key 

member of NATO.’ 

 

Special Relationships? US, UK and NATO | UK Parliament (March 7th, 2023)  

This article is a resource from the UK Parliament that outlines the relations between the UK, US and 

NATO as it relates to security. 

 

What is the UK's Role in NATO? | Foreign, Commonwealth, and Development Office (July 8th, 2016)   

This is a video resource from the United Kingdom outlining their position and role in NATO. While this 

was created before Brexit, there is still value in this resource as many of the factors here remain true to 

this day.  

 

NATO and European Union Sign Declaration to Strengthen Cooperation | DW News (Jan 10th, 2023)

The European Union and the North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) on Tuesday formally signed a 

joint declaration to strengthen their partnership to counter Russia's war on Ukraine and boost security in 

the broader region. The European Union Commission President Ursula von der Leyen and European 

Council President Charles Michel, along with NATO's Secretary General Jens Stoltenberg, signed the 

joint declaration to improve cooperation between the two institutions at the NATO headquarters in Brus-

sels, Belgium.  

EU-NATO Cooperation - Factsheets | European Union External Action (June 6th, 2020)  

In an increasingly volatile and unstable geopolitical context, cooperation between the European Union 

and the North Atlantic Treaty Organisation (NATO) is essential. The security of EU and NATO are inter-

connected: not only are 21 EU Member States also NATO Allies; together, they can also mobilise a broad 

range of tools and make the most efficient use of resources to address those challenges and enhance the 

security of their citizens. 

https://www.npr.org/2023/05/16/1176371637/turkey-election-erdogan-us-nato
https://www.npr.org/2023/05/16/1176371637/turkey-election-erdogan-us-nato
https://www.npr.org/2023/05/16/1176371637/turkey-election-erdogan-us-nato
https://publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm5803/cmselect/cmdfence/184/report.html
https://publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm5803/cmselect/cmdfence/184/report.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Mq7Quqxgrmo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Mq7Quqxgrmo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cEju96SamaY
https://www.eeas.europa.eu/eeas/eu-nato-cooperation-factsheets_en#:~:text=The%20security%20of%20EU%20and,the%20security%20of%20their%20citizens.


 

NATO and the European Union: The Burden of Sharing | Center for Strategic and International Studies 

(January 17th, 2023)   

The European Union and NATO have a new third joint declaration. In the context of the war in Ukraine, it 

sends an important message of transatlantic unity and solidarity. It commits to take NATO-EU partnership “to 

the next level.” This resource goes more in depth into the processes and collaboration between NATO and the 

European Union.  

 

EU-NATO Cooperation |  European Council, Council of the European Union (Last Reviewed: January 17th, 

2023)   

This resource provides an overview of some of the more recent developments between NATO and the EU 

when it comes to security. Because the EU and NATO are separate yet still affect one another, cooperation 

between the two organizations in very important.  

 

Relations with the European Union | North Atlantic Treaty Organization (April 4th, 2023)  

Sharing strategic interests and facing the same challenges, NATO and the European Union (EU) cooperate on 

issues of common interest and are working side by side in crisis management, capability development and po-

litical consultations, as well as providing support to their common partners in the east and south. 

g 

Turkey is Blocking NATO’s Expansion. It could backfire and Hand Putin a Propaganda Coup | CNN (March 

5th, 2023)   

This resource outlines some of the background regarding the inclusion of Sweden in NATO and how Turkey 

plays into the decision. Because NATO is an alliance between a number of nations, significant cooperation and 

agreement is necessary for any new decisions, members or ideas.  

 

Türkiye’s Relations with NATO | Republic of Turkey, Ministry of Foreign Affairs (2022)   

This resource is directly from the Turkish Republic of Foreign Affairs, and provides a glimpse into the way that 

Türkiye views their involvement with NATO.  

 

President Recep Erdoğan Re-elected for Unprecedented Third Term as Turkey’s President | NBC News 

(May 28th, 2023)  

Turkey's president Recep Tayyip Erdoğan on Sunday won re-election, surviving the toughest test of his two-

decade and increasingly hardline rule. This article explores what may come next for NATO in the aftermath of 

Erdoğan’s reelection.  

 

The NATO - EU Relationship 

https://www.csis.org/analysis/nato-and-european-union-burden-sharing
https://www.csis.org/analysis/nato-and-european-union-burden-sharing
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/policies/defence-security/eu-nato-cooperation/
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/policies/defence-security/eu-nato-cooperation/
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/policies/defence-security/eu-nato-cooperation/
https://www.nato.int/cps/en/natohq/topics_49217.htm
https://www.nato.int/cps/en/natohq/topics_49217.htm
https://www.cnn.com/2023/03/05/europe/turkey-finland-sweden-nato-membership-intl-cmd/index.html
https://www.cnn.com/2023/03/05/europe/turkey-finland-sweden-nato-membership-intl-cmd/index.html
https://www.cnn.com/2023/03/05/europe/turkey-finland-sweden-nato-membership-intl-cmd/index.html
https://www.mfa.gov.tr/nato.en.mfa
https://www.mfa.gov.tr/nato.en.mfa
https://www.nbcnews.com/news/world/turkey-election-president-recep-erdogan-runoff-kemal-kilicdaroglu-nato-rcna86052
https://www.nbcnews.com/news/world/turkey-election-president-recep-erdogan-runoff-kemal-kilicdaroglu-nato-rcna86052
https://www.nbcnews.com/news/world/turkey-election-president-recep-erdogan-runoff-kemal-kilicdaroglu-nato-rcna86052


 
Changes to NATO as a Result  

of the War in Ukraine 

NATO, explained: Why the Alliance Was Formed — and What It's Doing for Ukraine | NPR (March 

27th, 2022)    

As Russia continues its attack on Ukraine, the role of NATO is at the forefront. Here's a quick overview 

of the alliance, the role that the United States plays within it, and what it's doing to help Ukraine amid 

Russia's invasion. 

 

NATO's Response to Russia's Invasion of Ukraine | North Atlantic Treaty Organization (Last Up-

date: April 4th, 2023)  

This resource outlines some of the questions and responses that may come up regarding NATO’s posi-

tion as it relates to the War in Ukraine. Given that Ukraine is neither a member of NATO nor the EU, 

the responses of these two groups lends itself to some complexity.  

 

After the Ukraine War, What Comes Next? NATO Allies Don't Agree | NPR (February 23rd, 2023)   

This is a resource that outlines the different perspectives in NATO as a result of the events of the war in 

Ukraine. Specifically, the role that Russia may or may not play in a ‘post-war’ Europe and how NATO 

can navigate relations with Russia while still looking to expand.  

 

What NATO Can Do Now to Apply Lessons from Russia’s War in Ukraine | Atlantic Council (March 

20th, 2023) 

Although Russia’s war against Ukraine shows no signs of ending soon, there are lessons about modern 

warfare generally and about the Russian way of war specifically that the West should apply now. Un-

derstanding and learning from the first large-scale armed conflict in Europe since World War II is critical 

at the moment, just as NATO embarks on its quadrennial defense planning effort, the Alliance finalizes 

regional operational plans, and leading allies devote increasing sums to national defense. 

 

How the War in Ukraine is Affecting NATO’s Future Trajectory and Cohesion |  Perry World House, 

University of Pennsylvania (Spring 2022)   

This academic text outlines the impact that the War in Ukraine has and may ultimately continue to 

have on the future of NATO. Because NATO is a critical organization within the context of this conflict, 

it is important to consider the impact of the organization on the war and vice versa.  

https://www.npr.org/2022/03/27/1088683957/what-is-nato-ukraine-russia-putin
https://www.npr.org/2022/03/27/1088683957/what-is-nato-ukraine-russia-putin
https://www.nato.int/cps/en/natohq/topics_192648.htm
https://www.nato.int/cps/en/natohq/topics_192648.htm
https://www.npr.org/2023/02/23/1158152004/ukraine-russia-war-nato-europe
https://www.atlanticcouncil.org/blogs/new-atlanticist/what-nato-can-do-now-to-apply-lessons-from-russias-war-in-ukraine/
https://www.atlanticcouncil.org/blogs/new-atlanticist/what-nato-can-do-now-to-apply-lessons-from-russias-war-in-ukraine/
https://global.upenn.edu/sites/default/files/perry-world-house/tiirmaa-klaar_ukraine-workshop.pdf
https://global.upenn.edu/sites/default/files/perry-world-house/tiirmaa-klaar_ukraine-workshop.pdf


 
Changes to the EU as a Result  

of the War in Ukraine 

The Ripple Effects of Russia's War in Ukraine Continue to Change the World | NPR (February 22nd, 2023)  

A year after Russia's invasion of Ukraine sparked the largest conflict in Europe since World War II, the reper-

cussions continue to reverberate around the world. Not only has the war in Ukraine set off a geopolitical rea-

lignment, but it has caused economic hardship far from the epicenter of the fighting. This article explores the 

ongoing aftermath of the conflict in Ukraine and that ways in which it has affected different areas around the 

world.  

 

War in Ukraine Has Changed Europe Forever | The New York Times  (February 28th, 2023)   

The war in Ukraine has transformed Europe more profoundly than any event since the Cold War’s end in 1989. 

A peace mentality, most acute in Germany, has given way to a dawning awareness that military power is 

needed in the pursuit of security and strategic objectives. A continent on autopilot, lulled into amnesia, has 

been galvanized into an immense effort to save liberty in Ukraine, a freedom widely seen as synonymous with 

its own. 

 

The European Nations as a Security Actor: Perspectives from Maritime Domain | Danish Institute for In-

ternational Studies (January 1st, 2019)  

The EU is currently enhancing its policy profile on security and defense. The maritime domain remains as one 

of prioritizations which is directly related to this topic, and it provides an opportunity to reflect what role the 

EU can play as an international security actor. 

 

Russia’s Invasion of Ukraine is Creating Cascading Risks Across Eurasia – Here’s What to Watch Out For | 

ODI (August 3rd, 2022)   

As the Russia–Ukraine war drags on, its geopolitical consequences are becoming ever clearer. The cascading 

risks of the conflict are creating shocks to long-standing global peace and security arrangements whose dura-

bility we have long taken for granted. 

 

Impact of Russia's Invasion of Ukraine on the Markets: EU Response | European Council (June 6th, 2023)   

Russia's unjustified and unprovoked war against Ukraine has highly impacted energy and food markets. EU 

countries are closely coordinating actions to ensure energy supply and affordable prices. This is just one of the 

many impacts that the war in Ukraine has had continentally in the European Union and globally in other areas 

of the world 

https://www.npr.org/2023/02/22/1157106172/ukraine-russia-war-refugees-food-prices
https://www.nytimes.com/2023/02/26/world/europe/ukraine-russia-war.html
http://www.jstor.org/stable/resrep21442.3.
http://www.jstor.org/stable/resrep21442.3.
https://odi.org/en/insights/russias-invasion-of-ukraine-is-creating-cascading-risks-across-eurasia-heres-what-to-watch-out-for/
https://odi.org/en/insights/russias-invasion-of-ukraine-is-creating-cascading-risks-across-eurasia-heres-what-to-watch-out-for/
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/policies/eu-response-ukraine-invasion/impact-of-russia-s-invasion-of-ukraine-on-the-markets-eu-response/


 

Infographic - Ukrainian Grain Exports Explained | European Council (May 30th, 2023)   

Since the beginning of the Russian invasion of Ukraine in February 2022, Ukrainian exports of grain have 

been severely disrupted. For over four months, Russian military vessels blocked Ukrainian ports in the 

Black Sea. This infographic provides a visual representation of the impact of disturbance to Ukrainian 

grain exports.   

Changes to the EU as a Result  

of the War in Ukraine 

https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/infographics/ukrainian-grain-exports-explained/


 





 
Introduction to Session Speaker 

John Koenig 

John Koenig retired in 2015 after more than three dec-

ades in the U.S. Foreign Service, having spent the last 

20 years in Europe.  His last post was as U.S. Ambassa-

dor to Cyprus, where he brokered the agreement to 

launch the latest round of UN-sponsored settlement 

negotiations.  He previously served as Political Advisor 

to the NATO Joint Forces Command in Naples, Italy, 

which oversaw Alliance operations in the Mediterrane-

an and Balkans; as Deputy Chief of Mission in Berlin, 

Germany, during the German EU and G8 presidencies; 

and as Deputy Permanent Representative to the U.S. 

Mission at NATO, as the Alliance expanded its Afghani-

stan operations and intensified outreach to the Middle 

East.  In 2011, he received the Presidential Distin-

guished Service Award in recognition of the policy and 

leadership roles he played in Berlin and at USNATO. He 

received an  MA in International Affairs at Johns Hop-

kins University.  

1. Students will be able to identify and evaluate the political, economic, and social values shared by European na-

tions. 

2. Students will be able to define geopolitics and identify/analyze how European foreign policy goals are shaped by a 

number of geopolitical factors.  

3. Students will be able identify the origin of NATO as a security organization and evaluate its future role in safe-

guarding peace and stability in Europe. 

4. Students will be able to define and discuss the concept "collective security" as it applies to the European Union. 

5. Students will be able to analyze how the concept "collective security" is reflected in the NATO alliance. In addi-

tion, students will be able to evaluate the potential for EU security without the presence of NATO. 

6. Students will able to use their critical thinking skills to interpret maps, graphs, etc. and answer stimulus based 

questions with specific evidence/examples.  

Module 2: Learning Objectives  



 
Key Terms 

European Union:  international organization comprising 27 European countries and governing common eco-

nomic, social, and security policies. Originally confined to western Europe, the EU undertook 

a robust expansion into central and eastern Europe in the early 21st century. The treaty was designed 

to enhance European political and economic integration by creating a single currency (the euro), a unified for-

eign and security policy, and common citizenship rights and by advancing cooperation in the areas of immigra-

tion, asylum, and judicial affairs.  

National Security: a country's national security is its ability to protect itself from the threat of violence or at-

tack.  

Autonomy: autonomy, in Western ethics and political philosophy, the state or condition of self-governance, or 

leading one’s life according to reasons, values, or desires that are authentically one’s own.  

European Council: the European Council brings together EU leaders to set the EU's political agenda. It repre-

sents the highest level of political cooperation between EU countries. 

Energy Supply: any energy resource capable of being used to perform useful work and any form of energy 

such as electricity produced or derived from energy resources which may be so used. 

Security Assistance: A group of programs, authorized under Title 22 of the U.S. Code, by which the U.S. gov-

ernment provides defense articles, military education and training, and other defense-related services to eligi-

ble foreign governments by grant, loan, credit, cash sales, or lease. The State Department supervises and di-

rects the U.S. government's security assistance programs, in consultation and coordination with the Defense 

Department and other government entities. 

https://www.britannica.com/topic/European-Union
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/us/dictionary/english/national-security
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/us/dictionary/english/national
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/us/dictionary/english/security
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/us/dictionary/english/ability
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/us/dictionary/english/protect
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/us/dictionary/english/threat
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/us/dictionary/english/violence
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/us/dictionary/english/attack
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/us/dictionary/english/attack
https://www.britannica.com/topic/autonomy
https://european-union.europa.eu/institutions-law-budget/institutions-and-bodies/search-all-eu-institutions-and-bodies/european-council_en
https://www.lawinsider.com/dictionary/energy-supply
https://www.dasadec.army.mil/Security-Assistance/#:~:text=Security%20Assistance%20is%20a%20group,%2C%20cash%20sales%2C%20or%20lease.


European - U.S. Relations and Values 

EU-US Relationship - Shared Values | European Parliament  

The European Union is founded on the values of respect for human dignity, freedom, democracy, equality, 

the rule of law and respect for human rights, including the rights of persons belonging to minorities. These 

values are common to the Member States in a society in which pluralism, non-discrimination, tolerance, 

justice, solidarity and equality between women and men prevail. The historic relationship between the EU 

and the U.S. is based on sharing, and promoting together, many of those same values of human dignity, 

freedom, the rule of law, democracy, equality, the market economy, and a strong fundamental respect for 

respect for human rights, including minority rights. 

 

Close EU-US Relations Remain Vital for Global Security | European Union External Action (October 17, 

2021)  

“A better balanced EU-US cooperation will remain key for international peace, security and prosperity be-

cause our values and interests are largely convergent.” “The stronger we become as the EU, the better a 

partner we can be for the US and NATO. We should avoid a divisive, and in my view often artificial, debate 

on whether we should strengthen Europe’s own security capacities or whether we should do so in NATO. It 

is a false dichotomy and we clearly need to do both.” 

 

How Europe and the US's Relationship is Changing | Into Europe (September 25, 2021)    

The Transatlantic relationship has been labeled the world's strongest alliance. But since the end of the cold 

war, it has entered a rough patch. American unilateralism, European defense spending shortfalls, and di-

verging interests have weakened the relationship. 

 

Europe Realizes the US Cannot be Trusted - EU pushes for Independent Military Strategy | Firstpost 

(December 18, 2022)  

Russia cutting off gas supplies following EU's bizarre sanctions exposed the bloc's dependency on Moscow. 

It hasn't recovered since. And now, the same is the case with defense and security. The nation which Eu-

rope is growing skeptical of is the United States.  

 

Fact Sheets: President Biden Signs Executive Order to Implement the European Union-U.S. Data Pri-

vacy Framework | The White House (October 07, 2022)   

The EU-U.S. DPF represents the culmination of a joint effort by the United States and the European Com-

mission to restore trust and stability to transatlantic data flows and reflects the strength of the enduring 

EU-U.S. relationship based on our shared values. 

https://www.europarl.europa.eu/unitedstates/en/eu-us-relations/shared-values%23:~:text=The%20historic%20relationship%20between%20the,human%20rights%2C%20including%20minority%20rights
https://www.eeas.europa.eu/eeas/close-eu-us-relations-remain-vital-global-security_en
https://www.eeas.europa.eu/eeas/close-eu-us-relations-remain-vital-global-security_en
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4A--jv2oTWs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tVSEnTFEoSQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tVSEnTFEoSQ
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/statements-releases/2022/10/07/fact-sheet-president-biden-signs-executive-order-to-implement-the-european-union-u-s-data-privacy-framework/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/statements-releases/2022/10/07/fact-sheet-president-biden-signs-executive-order-to-implement-the-european-union-u-s-data-privacy-framework/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/statements-releases/2022/10/07/fact-sheet-president-biden-signs-executive-order-to-implement-the-european-union-u-s-data-privacy-framework/


Preventing a Wider  European Conflict (Council on Foreign Relations, March 8, 2022) 

This article discusses how to prevent Russia’s ongoing invasion of Ukraine from escalating into a wider Euro-

pean conflict. Thomas Graham recommends that the U.S. bolster its deterrence efforts with NATO partners, 

while leaving the door open for Russia to de-escalate.  

 

How the Russian Invasion of Ukraine Has Transformed Europe and the EU (NPR, March 16, 2022).  

This NPR interview focuses on how the Russian invasion of Ukraine has changed Europe and the European 

Union. It emphasizes that Europe is a fractious continent, where decision-making can be slow and bureau-

cratic. Russia's invasion of Ukraine has spurred Europe and its leading institution, the EU, to unprecedented 

action. This interview goes into some basic details as to how the EU has responded and how it has prompted 

change within the EU community.  

 

US to Provide Ukraine $1.2 Billion in Long-Term Security Aid | The Associated Press News (May 9th, 

2023)   

The U.S. will provide $1.2 billion more in long-term military aid to Ukraine to further bolster its air defenses 

as Russia continues to pound Ukraine with drones, rockets and surface-to-air missiles, the Pentagon said 

Tuesday. 

 

U.S. Security Assistance to Ukraine | Congressional Research Service (February 27th, 2023)   

The United States has used a variety of security assistance programs and authorities to help build the defen-

sive capacity of the Ukrainian Armed Forces (UAF) through train, equip, and advise efforts across multiple 

spending accounts. 

 

Judy Asks: Is European Strategic Autonomy Over? | Carnegie Eu-

rope (January 19th, 2023)   

This article outlines the current situation of European Strategic 

autonomy in light of the War in Ukraine. Russia’s war in Ukraine 

has highlighted Europe’s dependence on the United States for 

security. While strategic autonomy may be out of reach, the EU 

must work to strengthen the European pillar of NATO. 

 
 
 

 

Impacts of the Russian Invasion 

on EU-U.S. Relations 

The US budget resources for the mil-

itary in the year 2023 is $1.77 Trillion 

in budgetary resources which is 

13.6% of the FY 2023 U.S. federal 

budget. 

  Did You Know?  

https://www.cfr.org/report/preventing-wider-european-conflict
https://www.npr.org/2022/03/16/1087028257/how-the-russian-invasion-of-ukraine-has-transformed-europe-and-the-eu
https://www.npr.org/2022/03/16/1087028257/how-the-russian-invasion-of-ukraine-has-transformed-europe-and-the-eu
https://apnews.com/article/ukraine-weapons-funding-security-war-russia-d27594b9b26beff6bcee4b7a2ec8424b
https://apnews.com/article/ukraine-weapons-funding-security-war-russia-d27594b9b26beff6bcee4b7a2ec8424b
https://crsreports.congress.gov/product/pdf/IF/IF12040
https://crsreports.congress.gov/product/pdf/IF/IF12040
https://carnegieeurope.eu/strategiceurope/88838
https://carnegieeurope.eu/strategiceurope/88838


 
 

Impacts of the Russian Invasion 

on EU-U.S. Relations 

EU US Communication | Alan Titleman Lesson 

Plan Brussels Study Tour 2018 Post-Secondary 

Faculty Course Module Planning Template 

 

This module introduces students to the concept 

and underpinnings of the European Union, and 

delves deeper into theory on similarities and differ-

ences between traditional United States cultural 

communication and European counterparts. This 

module is designed to meet the Carnegie unit clas-

sification for a 3 credit hour course that is designed 

for students to complete at their own pace during 

a one week timeframe. 

 

United Teacher Fellows Program | EU US Policy 

Similarities and Differences  

 

This lesson plan addresses the objectives of 

‘developing understanding of how the US and the 

EU are alike and different and how EU policies to-

day can help the US shape its policies based on the 

success/failure of those policies’. 

https://europe.unc.edu/wp-content/uploads/sites/314/2019/10/Alan-Teitleman-Lesson-Plan.pdf
https://europe.unc.edu/wp-content/uploads/sites/314/2019/10/Alan-Teitleman-Lesson-Plan.pdf
https://europe.unc.edu/wp-content/uploads/sites/314/2019/10/Alan-Teitleman-Lesson-Plan.pdf
https://jmce.unc.edu/wp-content/uploads/sites/316/2020/10/Smiley-Lesson-Plan-Combined.pdf
https://jmce.unc.edu/wp-content/uploads/sites/316/2020/10/Smiley-Lesson-Plan-Combined.pdf


 What is Strategic Autonomy? | European Parliament Research Services (November 24th, 2020) 

The EU's 'strategic autonomy' is the ability to act autonomously as well as to choose when, in which area, and if, 

to act with like-minded partners. The capacity to act autonomously implies both the ability to decide and to im-

plement decisions in an autonomous manner. 'Strategic autonomy' is not about self-sufficiency but about 

means and tools to reduce external dependencies in areas deemed strategic and where dependencies could 

compromise autonomy, whilst continuing to cooperate with partners in a multilateral setting.  

 

EU Strategic Autonomy 2013-2023 From Concept to Capacity | European Parliament (July 2022) 

This resource outlines strategic autonomy in the EU as it relates to the US from the perspective of the European 

Parliament that created this briefing. The document looks at the past ten years of security in the EU and elabo-

rates on different strategies that were used at different times. “EU strategic autonomy (EU-SA) refers to the 

capacity of the EU to act autonomously – that is, without being dependent on other countries – in strategically 

important policy areas. These can range from defense policy to the economy, and the capacity to uphold demo-

cratic values.”  

 

The EU’s Search for Strategic Autonomy | IE Insights: Knowledge-Driven Content (April 18th, 2023)  

The EU finds itself caught in the middle of the power rivalry between the United States and China." Open stra-

tegic autonomy" has been put forward as Europe’s main priority, but what does it actually entail? Miguel Otero-

Iglesias explains what open strategic autonomy is and how it can be achieved. 

 

Taiwan, A Question for Europe | Le Monde (April 11th, 2023)   

French President Emmanuel Macron's comments on the rising tensions between China and the island have gen-

erated confusion over the challenge this crisis poses to Europeans and their attitude toward the United States.   

 

Expert Insights: European Strategic Autonomy in Defense | Rand Corporation (November 9th, 2021)  

What does European strategic autonomy in defense mean for the EU, North Atlantic Treaty Organization 

(NATO) and EU-US relations? In this Expert Insights podcast, Lucia Retter, Stephanie Pezard, and Stephen 

Flanagan discuss the path towards greater EU defense integration and factors that affect how this autonomy 

develops going forward. 

 

Europe’s Trade Policy and Open Strategic Autonomy | Peterson Institute for International Economics 

(September 27th, 2021)  

The podcast explains the worries triggering the EU’s Open Strategic Autonomy agenda, the policy instruments 

being developed, and the potential implications for Europe, trading partners, and the WTO system. 

 

 

 

European Strategic Autonomy 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=F3KQK-XQ2VM
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2022/733589/EPRS_BRI(2022)733589_EN.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NmZtSKNKalM
https://www.lemonde.fr/en/opinion/article/2023/04/11/taiwan-a-question-for-europe_6022524_23.html
https://www.rand.org/multimedia/audio/2021/11/10/expert-insights-european-strategic-autonomy-in-defence.html
https://tradetalkspodcast.com/podcast/157-europes-trade-policy-and-open-strategic-autonomy/
https://tradetalkspodcast.com/podcast/157-europes-trade-policy-and-open-strategic-autonomy/
https://tradetalkspodcast.com/podcast/157-europes-trade-policy-and-open-strategic-autonomy/


What If Open Strategic Autonomy Could Break the Cycle of Recurring Crisis? | EPRS Science & Technolo-

gy Podcast (June 13th, 2023)  

Open strategic autonomy is about ensuring that the EU has the capacity to cope alone if necessary but with-

out ruling out cooperation whenever possible. It goes some steps beyond smart supply chain management by 

taking into account geopolitics as well as economic factors. It relies on foresight to identify threats and en-

sures resilience by anticipating the required responses. 

 

When It Comes to Building Its Own Defense, Europe Has Blinked | New York Times (February 4, 2023)  

The article leaves questions on the credibility of Macron’s strategic autonomy by reflecting the reaction of 

European nations to the Russian-Ukraine war. While the new method is balancing their position between the 

strong super powers, it lost its opportunity to show a capability to build up their own security defense, due to 

the new game changer: the war. 

 

UKRAINE-RUSSIA WAR: LESSON PLAN / WORKSHEETS | Active History 

World History teaching resources for the high school classroom: lesson plans, worksheets, quizzes and simu-

lation games for KS3, IGCSE, IB and A-Level teachers. 

European Strategic Autonomy 

https://www.europarl.europa.eu/stoa/en/home/news/details/towards-a-new-eu-pharmaceutical-strategy/20221117CDT10641
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/stoa/en/home/news/details/towards-a-new-eu-pharmaceutical-strategy/20221117CDT10641
https://www.nytimes.com/2023/02/04/world/europe/europe-defense-ukraine-war.html
https://www.activehistory.co.uk/Miscellaneous/Ukraine_Russia_War_Lesson_Plan.php


 Macron and Europe: The French Vision for Strategic Autonomy | European Council on Foreign Rela-

tions; Mark Leonard’s World in 30 Minutes Podcast (April 21st, 2023)   

Last week, France’s president Emmanuel Macron threw the EU bubble into turmoil by suggesting that 

Europe should not become the United States’ “vassal” over Taiwan. But is all the controversy overshad-

owing the possibility that he could be right?  

 

The Future of European Politics | European Council on Foreign Relations; Mark Leonard’s World in 30 

Minutes Podcast (May 15th, 2023)    

A year ahead of the EU elections, commentators are already feverishly speculating about whether Ursula 

von der Leyen will stay on as president of the European Commission. Meanwhile, others lament the ongo-

ing lethargy of the Franco-German motor. But focusing too much on these questions risks ignoring key 

players outside the traditional halls of European power, some of whom have been growing in influence. 

What can these countries and their domestic politics tell us about the future of the EU?  

 

European Strategic Autonomy after Macron’s Trip to China |  Wilson Center (May 9th, 2023)   

President Macron has spent the last several weeks trying to clarify his controversial remarks on how Eu-

rope views China, following his trip to Beijing to meet Chinese President Xi in April. In  a press conference 

with Dutch Prime Minister Mark Rutte, he doubled down on his remarks stating, “being allies doesn’t 

mean being vassals.” The role of European countries in Great Power Competition is actively being defined 

before our eyes, as the situation between China and the United States grows tenser.  

 

Europe Must Resist Pressure to Become ‘America’s Followers,’ Says Macron | POLITICO (April 9th, 

2023)   

This article argues Europe must avoid getting dragged into a confrontation between China and the US 

over Taiwan, emphasizing Macron’s strategic economy. Its description on great risks that Europe is facing 

at this moment includes a high dependency on the US especially for weapons and energy. While the im-

pact of strategy on politics and economics of France is increasingly shown, the importance of security is-

sues including defense assistance and deep rooted reliance were left out. 

 

What is European Open Strategic Autonomy? | Clingendael Institute (Dec 21st, 2021)    

There is a lot of buzz around the concept of 'Open strategic autonomy' in Brussels. Amidst the weakening 

of the multilateral system, the rise of multi-polarity, and the Covid-19 pandemic, it has gained considera-

ble traction. But it is not free of controversy. 

 

“De-Risking” U.S.-Europe Defense Relations 

https://ecfr.eu/podcasts/episode/macron-and-europe-the-french-vision-for-strategic-autonomy/
https://ecfr.eu/podcasts/episode/macron-and-europe-the-french-vision-for-strategic-autonomy/
https://ecfr.eu/podcasts/episode/the-future-of-european-politics/
https://ecfr.eu/podcasts/episode/the-future-of-european-politics/
https://www.wilsoncenter.org/article/european-strategic-autonomy-after-macrons-trip-china
https://www.politico.eu/article/emmanuel-macron-china-america-pressure-interview/
https://www.politico.eu/article/emmanuel-macron-china-america-pressure-interview/
https://www.politico.eu/article/emmanuel-macron-china-america-pressure-interview/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2mY1fWT9-4I


A Stronger EU on Security and Defence | European Union External Action (November 19th, 2018)   

There is a strong link between what happens outside of the EU’s borders and security within Europe. In a rapid-

ly changing world, security challenges have become more complex, multidimensional and fluid. No EU Mem-

ber State can face these threats alone. When it comes to security, the interests of all Member States are insep-

arably linked. The EU made security a priority in its Global Strategy and has been working over the past years 

to create the conditions for Member States to collaborate more closely with each other on defense. A lot of 

progress has been achieved – more work will consolidate it. 

 

Europe’s Eastern Half Claps Back at Macron: We Need the US | POLITICO (April 11th, 2023)  

“Instead of building strategic autonomy from the United States, I propose a strategic partnership with the 

United States,” Polish Prime Minister Mateusz Morawiecki said Tuesday before flying off to the U.S., of all 

places, for a three-day visit. He pushed an opposite opinion to Macron’s strategy reflecting divisions within Eu-

rope. While the strategic autonomy which pursues a counterbalance between two powers, he mentions, de-

fense and assistance by the US is the most significant at this moment, with the impact of Russia-Ukraine war 

directly affecting central and eastern Europe.  

 

The Future of European Security | The Quincy Institute (July 2023)  

In three online sessions in May, the Quincy Institute convened a working group of leading experts on European 

foreign and security policies to discuss the stance of European countries concerning the war in Ukraine, "de-

risking" the relationship with China, and the chances of an autonomous European approach to these issues. 

 

“De-Risking” U.S.-Europe Defense Relations 

https://www.eeas.europa.eu/eeas/stronger-eu-security-and-defence_en
https://www.politico.eu/article/europe-france-emmanuel-macron-united-states-eastern-europe-strategic-autonomy/
https://mail-attachment.googleusercontent.com/attachment/u/0/?ui=2&ik=cf7b97f8e2&attid=0.1&permmsgid=msg-f:1773873470752786543&th=189e1085f4b5886f&view=att&disp=inline&realattid=f_ll5kr39t3&saddbat=ANGjdJ9pq9YW667m5Pk4D6FTKo93rU9U94G8dRK7h6SfMN8I0esgELycrM


 
“De-Risking” U.S.-Europe Defense Relations 



The Future of US - EU Relations 

Who Are the 2023 Presidential Candidates?  

Four years after a historically large number of candidates ran for president, the field for the 2024 campaign 

is getting crowded once more, even as it is headlined by the same two aging men who faced off in 2020: 

President Biden and former President Donald J. Trump. 

 

Is Nato Enough for European Defence | The EU made Simple (February 6, 2023)   

This video discusses the challenges facing a potential EU Army, the history of the project, and what the EU 

has done so far. Addressing the weakness of security policies and absence of a strong united army, it ar-

gues the limitation of European countries to form its own strong defense system. 

 

The Future of Europe’s Defense Capabilities in a Transatlantic Context | Atlantic Council (June 22, 

2022)   

It discusses how the EU’s efforts to increase spending and develop new capabilities avoid duplication and 

fragmentation mentioning the short- and long-term capability gaps. Emphasizing the importance of boost-

ing defense investment and innovation, the panels explain how a stronger European defense can be 

formed and the effects of this on transatlantic defense cooperation. 

 

The EU as a Security Actor Beyond its Neighborhood | Atlantic Council (June 22, 22)   

Russia’s aggression against Ukraine has consequences beyond Europe. The implications of Russia’s war 

underline difficult questions about Europe’s role not just on the continent but also beyond its neighbor-

hood. How should Europe balance its ambitions with its capabilities for engagement around the world? 

What are the opportunities for further EU-US security cooperation around the world? Should Europe focus 

on specific geographic areas or commit to a broader global engagement? What are the lessons learned 

from the EU’s current military missions abroad?  

 

How to Trump-Proof the Transatlantic Alliance  | Foreign 

Affairs (October 6th, 2022)  

This article refers to the relationship between Europe and the 

United States when it comes to recent events. With the na-

ture of changing leadership in the United States, the future in 

uncertain when it comes to the relationship between the US 

and EU.  

 

 

https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2023/us/politics/presidential-candidates-2024.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CV-iwdPYr20
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yZxbK0o6RZo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yZxbK0o6RZo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9ljYjlde0yw
https://mail-attachment.googleusercontent.com/attachment/u/0/?ui=2&ik=cf7b97f8e2&attid=0.2&permmsgid=msg-f:1773873470752786543&th=189e1085f4b5886f&view=att&disp=inline&realattid=f_ll5kr39r2&saddbat=ANGjdJ8rFe4177O2gcr9O6GWFDUOb9-KzmzP5rkGCoIn6YAEmL3QZ0dic4
https://mail-attachment.googleusercontent.com/attachment/u/0/?ui=2&ik=cf7b97f8e2&attid=0.2&permmsgid=msg-f:1773873470752786543&th=189e1085f4b5886f&view=att&disp=inline&realattid=f_ll5kr39r2&saddbat=ANGjdJ8rFe4177O2gcr9O6GWFDUOb9-KzmzP5rkGCoIn6YAEmL3QZ0dic4




 
Introduction to Session Speaker 

Dr. Chiara Pierobon  

Dr. Chiara Pierobon is a DAAD Visiting Professor at the Uni-

versity of Washington and Co-Editor of the Springer Open 

Access Publication Series “Transformation and Development 

in the OSCE Region” at the OSCE Academy in Bishkek 

(Kyrgyzstan). She holds a bi-national PhD in Sociology and 

Social Research awarded by the University of Bielefeld 

(Germany) and the University of Trento (Italy). Her main areas 

of expertise are Germany and EU’s support to civil society in 

Central Asia, promotion of democracy, human rights and sus-

tainable development, prevention of violent extremism (PVE), 

public diplomacy, social capital and resilience.  

Her studies have been published in peer-reviewed journals, 

such as the Central Asian Affairs, Central Asian Survey, Devel-

opment Policy Review, Evaluation and she has been author 

and/or contributor of edited volumes from Nomos, Palgrave 

Macmillan, Routledge, Sage and Springer. In the past years, 

Dr. Pierobon served as manager and executive director of education exchange initiatives in Europe and Russia funded 

by the European Commission and the DAAD, and of collaborative research projects in Central Asia funded by the 

Volkswagen Foundation. Dr. Pierobon is former Visiting Professor for Macrosociology and European Societies at the 

Otto-von-Guericke University Magdeburg (Germany) and at the Asia-Europe Institute (AEI) of Malaya University 

(Malaysia) and former Visiting Scholar at American University of Central Asia (Kyrgyzstan), German Kazakh-University 

(Kazakhstan), University of California/Berkeley (USA) and St. Petersburg State University (Russia). In addition to her 

academic activities, she has been active as consultant and trainer for international organizations, NGOs and think-

tanks such as DVV International / Regional Office for Central Asia, Europe-Central Asia Monitoring (EUCAM), European 

Neighbourhood Council (ENC) and the UNESCO Cluster Office for Central Asia.  



 
1. Students will be able to identify and ana-

lyze the security concerns of EU member 

states  

2. Students will be able to identify and eval-

uate the security concerns (or perceptions) 

of EU citizens by exploring public opinion 

surveys.  

3. Students will be able to assess how EU 

defense and security concerns may vary 

across member states and/or regions.  

4. Students will be able to identify and as-

sess EU policies or actions intended to ad-

dress defense and security concerns. In ad-

dition, students will evaluate whether these 

policies or actions have been effective.  

5. Students will be able to describe what it means to be a "normative power" and explain whether the EU has 

reached this characterization.  

6. Students will be able to explain how the EU functions as a confederation and analyze how this structure creates 

challenges for developing cohesive security measures.  

7. Students will be able to recognize and evaluate diverse perspectives (on security issues) by taking on the role of 

different EU member states in a simulation activity. 

Module 3: Learning Objectives  

1. How does this relate to the SDG’s and how could this be incorporated into the classroom?  

 

2. How could this be related to teaching for global competence?  

 

3.     What questions might students have for this section and how could you promote their own research and 

discovery of the answers? 

TEACHER TALK: TOOLS AND STRATEGIES 



 
Key Terms 

Nationalism: an ideology based on the premise that the individual’s loyalty and devotion to the nation-state sur-

pass other individual or group interests. 

Imperialism: state policy, practice, or advocacy of extending 

power and dominion, especially by direct territorial acquisition 

or by gaining political and economic control of other areas. Be-

cause it always involves the use of power, whether military or 

economic or some subtler form, imperialism has often been 

considered morally reprehensible. 

Westernization: the adoption of the practices and culture of western Europe by societies and countries in other 

parts of the world, whether through compulsion or influence. Westernization reached much of the world as part of 

the process of colonialism and continues to be a significant cultural phenomenon as a result of globalization. 

Schengen Area: a free movement area in Europe without border controls that includes 26 countries (22 of which 

are EU members). This means that whether you travel on foot or by car, train, boat or plane, there is no border con-

trol for individuals (whether they are citizens of the Schengen Area or not) travelling between two member coun-

tries of the Schengen Area, stimulating tourism and trade. 

Multilateralism: multilateralism, process of organizing relations between groups of three or more states. Beyond 

that basic quantitative aspect, multilateralism is generally considered to comprise certain qualitative elements or 

principles that shape the character of the arrangement or institution.  

Common Foreign and Security Policy: A policy aims to preserve peace and strengthen international security in 

accordance with the principles of the United Nations Charter. 

Human Rights: rights that belong to an individual or group of individuals simply for being human, or as a con-

sequence of inherent human vulnerability, or because they are requisite to the possibility of a just society. 

Democracy: Democracy is a system of government in which laws, policies, leadership, and major undertakings of a 

state or other polity are directly or indirectly decided by the “people,” a group historically constituted by only a mi-

nority of the population 

Sustainable Development: Sustainable development is an approach to economic planning that attempts to foster 

economic growth while preserving the quality of the environment for future generations.  

https://www.britannica.com/topic/nationalism
https://www.britannica.com/topic/imperialism
https://www.britannica.com/topic/Westernization
http://europe.unc.edu/toolkits/
https://www.britannica.com/topic/multilateralism
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/comprise
https://www.eeas.europa.eu/eeas/about-european-external-action-service_en#8428
https://www.britannica.com/topic/human-rights
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/inherent
https://www.britannica.com/topic/democracy
https://www.britannica.com/topic/sustainable-development


 
Preserving & Promoting 

Democracy in the EU 
“Summit for Democracy: EU Launches Milestone Programmes to Empower Youth As Key Actors of Democra-

cy” (European Commission, March 31, 2023) 

At the Summit for Democracy, Commissioner for International Partnerships Jutta Urpilainen launched two main 

components of the Women and Youth in Democracy Initiative (WYDE) and welcomed the Yo uth Participation 

Handbook produced by the Youth Political and Civic Engagement Cohort. It seeks to strengthen the rights, em-

powerment, and participation in public and political life of youth and women as key actors of development and 

change. The initiative promotes political pluralism and the inclusiveness of democratic processes. 

 

“A New Method to Help Policymakers Defend Democracy Against Hybrid Threats” (European Commission - 

Science Hub, April 20, 2023) 

In recent years, authoritarian regimes and non-state actors use hybrid threats to achieve their hostile, strategic 

objectives. Hybrid threats are in fact expected to grow in more sophisticated ways, and Russian war in Ukraine, 

various election interferences, Brexit campaigns are examples of these new types of threats in this generation. In 

response, the European commissions developed a new model that proposed for the first time a systems-thinking 

approach to help policymakers counter even complex hybrid threats in an efficient and coordinated way. 

 

“Climate Action, Social Change, and Democracy: Europe’s New Trilemma” (Carnegie Europe, February 2, 

2023) 

European politics have been hobbled by a complex trilemma of the green transition, social justice, and democracy. 

Rather than approaching this puzzle in terms of trade-offs, European governments should employ open forms of 

democratic engagement to cultivate positive linkages. Governments face the thorny puzzle of how to combine 

three aims: accelerate climate action, redress the social inequities of the energy crisis, and uphold democratic qual-

ity against illiberal politics. Thinking through this challenge and preparing themselves to tackle Europe’s new tri-

lemma should be processed. 

https://international-partnerships.ec.europa.eu/news-and-events/news/summit-democracy-eu-launches-milestone-programmes-empower-youth-key-actors-democracy-2023-03-31_en
https://international-partnerships.ec.europa.eu/news-and-events/news/summit-democracy-eu-launches-milestone-programmes-empower-youth-key-actors-democracy-2023-03-31_en
https://joint-research-centre.ec.europa.eu/jrc-news-and-updates/new-method-help-policymakers-defend-democracy-against-hybrid-threats-2023-04-20_en
https://joint-research-centre.ec.europa.eu/jrc-news-and-updates/new-method-help-policymakers-defend-democracy-against-hybrid-threats-2023-04-20_en
https://carnegieeurope.eu/2023/02/02/climate-action-social-justice-and-democracy-europe-s-new-trilemma-pub-88914
https://carnegieeurope.eu/2023/02/02/climate-action-social-justice-and-democracy-europe-s-new-trilemma-pub-88914


 
Preserving & Promoting 

Democracy in the EU 

“Parliament: 70 Years of European Democracy in Action” (European Parliament, November 18, 2022) 

The video shows the landmark events in the process of Europe’s movement to achieve a democracy starting 

in 1952. Uprisings, revolutions, new treaties, and assemblies which represent their efforts for European De-

mocracy in history are all connected throughout this video, and now, the project still continues. 

 

 “Protecting EU Common Values Within the Member States” (European Parliament, February 25, 2021) 

This video presents the existing and proposed mechanisms available to the institutions of the EU that may be 

deployed in order to monitor and enforce the observance of EU values by the Member States. More specifical-

ly, the status and meaning of EU values and also existing monitoring and preventive mechanisms and enforce-

ment mechanisms. As one of founding values, democracy is also monitored under this mechanism and it's 

how the values are preserved and promoted inside the organization. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=i-tumpJH2AU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FMDk58yAUhM


 “Research and Strategies to Prevent Radicalisation and Violent Extremism” (CORDIS-EU Research Results, May 

8, 2023) 

The EU was established with the aim to provide common ground, literally and metaphorically, for its members to 

thrive in a stable and secure environment, being ‘united in diversity.’ The emergence of violent extremism, populism 

and radicalisation undermines European cohesion, unsettling the Union’s foundations and fostering insecurity among 

its citizens. This research explores various approaches for unity of European nations addressing existing challenges 

regarding the increasing violent extremism. 

 

“The Threat of Far-Right Extremism in Germany: A Matter of Child Protection” (ICCT, December 19, 2022) 

The article argues that while the level of organized right-wing extremist and terrorist activity in Germany undeniably 

poses a national security issue, it has also caused serious challenges to child protection efforts. While governmental 

plans against right-wing extremism propose a holistic approach to curbing extremist activity, it doesn’t consider the 

role of front-line practitioners and child welfare services. To stamp out the right-wing extremist circles, efforts to 

keep children in democratic environments and multicultural influences would be significant. 

 

“Preventing and Countering Terrorism and Violent Extremism: Council Adopts Conclusions on EU External Ac-

tion” (European Council, June 16, 2020) 

The Council adopted conclusions reiterating its unwavering commitment to protecting EU citizens against terrorism 

and violent extremism in all their forms and irrespective of their origin. The conclusions highlight the threats posed 

by evolving forms of terrorism, and call for further strengthening of the EU’s external counter-terrorism engagement 

and action in certain priority geographic and thematic areas. It underlines the important role played by the EU’s 

counter-terrorism/security experts and the need to further strengthen this network, as well as the importance of the 

EU’s Counter-terrorism Dialogues with third countries and international organizations. 

“Counter Terrorism and Radicalization” (European Commission, July 7, 2022) 

These reports from the European Commission emphasize the importance of national responsibilities for upholding 

the law and safeguarding internal security, mentioning that all relevant EU and national actors need to work together 

to tackle terrorist threats emanating from home-grown or foreign terrorists. Prevention of radicalization and protec-

tion of security are main key points in the new counter-terrorism agenda. 

 

“Countering Terrorism” (NATO, July 19, 2023) 

NATO’s work on counter-terrorism focuses on improving awareness of the threat, developing capabilities to prepare 

and respond, and enhancing engagement with partner countries and other international actors. This report explores 

the increasing capabilities of NATO and its missions to fight with terrorism and extremism addressing possible chal-

lenges in the progress. 

 

 

Preventing Violent Extremism in the EU 

https://cordis.europa.eu/article/id/443390-research-and-strategies-to-prevent-radicalisation-and-violent-extremism
https://cordis.europa.eu/article/id/443390-research-and-strategies-to-prevent-radicalisation-and-violent-extremism
https://www.icct.nl/publication/threat-far-right-extremism-germany-matter-child-protection
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2020/06/16/preventing-and-countering-terrorism-and-violent-extremism-council-adopts-conclusions-on-eu-external-action/?utm_source=dsms-auto&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Preventing%20and%20countering%25
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2020/06/16/preventing-and-countering-terrorism-and-violent-extremism-council-adopts-conclusions-on-eu-external-action/?utm_source=dsms-auto&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Preventing%20and%20countering%25
https://home-affairs.ec.europa.eu/policies/internal-security/counter-terrorism-and-radicalisation_en
https://www.nato.int/cps/en/natohq/topics_77646.htm


 

Migration from the Middle East and North Africa to Europe |  Amsterdam University Press (2014)   

Many assumptions and predictions on migration are lying in this society. In this research, it introduces what factors 

lead to migration including extreme climate and conflicts providing specific examples of the Middle East and North 

African nations. 

 

The Changing Strategic Importance of the Middle East and North Africa | Council for Strategic and Interna-

tional Studies (February 6th, 2023)  

‘This book-length report is Volume Two of a two-volume series on the strategic importance of the Middle East and 

North Africa (MENA). It provides a detailed quantitative net assessment of the key issues and trends shaping the 

security and stability of the MENA region.’ 

 

Migration from Africa, the Middle East and European Neighboring Countries to the EU: An Augmented Gravi-

ty Modeling Approach | The Vienna Institute for International Economic Studies (May 2021)   

This research investigates the main drivers of mobility to the European Union from Africa, the Middle East and the 

EU’s East European neighbors, the importance of the push-and-pull factors of mobility, and the role played by mi-

gration policies to determine migration flows from these regions towards the EU.  

 

How the EU Spent Billions to Halt Migration from Africa | DW (Apr 12, 2022) 

Under the pressure of a large number of forced migrants and asylum seekers from the South, the European Union 

set high goals with its Emergency Trust Fund for Africa in order to address the root causes of irregular migration. 

The graph below introduces the specific use of funding and number of irregular border crossings. 

EU National Security & 

Human Rights 

https://muse.jhu.edu/pub/315/oa_edited_volume/chapter/2345634/pdf
https://www.csis.org/analysis/changing-strategic-importance-middle-east-and-north-africa
https://www.csis.org/analysis/changing-strategic-importance-middle-east-and-north-africa
https://wiiw.ac.at/migration-from-africa-the-middle-east-and-european-neighbouring-countries-to-the-eu-an-augmented-gravity-modelling-approach-dlp-5806.pdf
https://wiiw.ac.at/migration-from-africa-the-middle-east-and-european-neighbouring-countries-to-the-eu-an-augmented-gravity-modelling-approach-dlp-5806.pdf
https://www.dw.com/en/how-the-eu-spent-billions-to-halt-migration-from-africa/a-61362906


 

Europe’s Migration Policies in Chaos as Arrivals Surge | CNN world (Apr 16, 2023) 

In the situation that the number of forced migrants is continuously increasing, this article criticizes the inability to 

negotiate who should accommodate a spike in migrant arrivals, which leads to further suffering and tragedy. Con-

flict, global inequality, and climate change were main pull factors of this increase in undocumented people, and 

many of them died or lost due to the lack of safe routes.  

EU National Security & 

Human Rights 

EU Working Together with African Partners 

on Migration: Launch of Team Europe Initia-

tives | European Commission (Dec 12, 2022) 

The EU and African partners have launched 

two Team Europe Initiatives (TEI) focused on 

the Atlantic/Western Mediterranean and the 

Central Mediterranean migratory routes to 

ensure joint efforts by Member States and the 

EU addressing the migration challenges that 

the EU and its partners of North Africa are con-

fronted with due to the upsurge of irregular 

flows and abuse by smuggling networks. It 

contributes to implementing the external di-

mension of the New Pact on Migration and 

Asylum and combines Member States' activi-

ties with cooperation and coordination at the 

EU level through a whole-of-route approach. 

https://www.cnn.com/2023/04/16/europe/europe-migration-chaos-boat-arrivals-intl/index.html
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_22_7540
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_22_7540
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_22_7540


 

The Climate Refugee Crisis is Landing on Europe’s Shores - and We Are Far From Ready | Politico (Feb 

20, 2023) 

International law doesn’t include and protect those displaced due to climate change. Last year, the largest 

number of migrants entered the European Union since 2015, which destabilized the social order in the short 

term. Although the earthquakes in Turkey and extreme droughts led them to move, no protection and legal 

status pushed them to unsafety. 

 

EU Countries Agree on Plan for Stricter Asylum Seekers | DW News (June 8, 2023) 

The European Union's 27 member states have agreed on an initial plan to enact tougher asylum and migra-

tion policies across the bloc. Sweden, which holds the rotating EU presidency, said the deal is a "good bal-

ance" of responsibility towards those seeking asylum and solidarity in the EU. 

 

What is the EU Actually Doing about Immigration? | The EU made Simple (Nov 4, 2022) 

Immigration remains one of significant topics throughout the Union, especially with Meloni and Orban as EU 

leaders. The European Union has proposed a Pact for Immigration and Asylum in 2020, and this video looks 

at what this pact entails and what the EU has done so far. 

 

Migration Policy Institute Podcasts | Podbean ( February 15th, 2023)   

MPI is a non-profit think tank podcast which discusses various topics about migration. Not only including 

regional conflicts and consequences in Europe, it introduces information on the history of migration policies 

in the continent and its sustainability. 

 

Refugee Crisis in Europe | UNHCR 

This page outlines some important statistics about the refugee situation in the EU. An overview such as this 

one gives context for the ways in which refugees play into the idea of EU Security. 

 

The Short- and Long-Run Effects of the Refugee Crisis in Europe | VOXEU CEPR (May 28th, 2023) 

Understanding the economic effects of refugee immigration is a key question for economists and policymak-

ers alike. Disentangling the short- and long-run response of the spatial distribution of economic activity to a 

large increase in labour supply requires taking into account not only the forward-looking aspect of costly mi-

gration decisions, but also the gradual  accumulation of capital that may accompany – and drive – such deci-

sions.  

EU National Security & 

Human Rights 

https://www.politico.eu/article/climate-refugee-crisis-europe-policy/
https://www.politico.eu/article/climate-refugee-crisis-europe-policy/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1rFcAofSXzk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=S2KUljX2v-M
https://migrationpolicy.podbean.com/category/european-migration/
https://www.unrefugees.org/emergencies/europe/#:~:text=Thousands%20lost%20their%20lives%20or,them%20are%20dead%20or%20missing.
https://cepr.org/voxeu/columns/short-and-long-run-effects-refugee-crisis-europe




 
Advancing Development to 

Strengthen EU Security 

“A Stronger EU on Security and Defense” (European Union, November 19, 2018) 

In a rapidly changing world, security challenges have 

become more complex, multidimensional and fluid. 

No EU Member State can face these threats alone. 

When it comes to security, the interests of all Member 

States are inseparably linked. The EU made security a 

priority in its Global Strategy and has been working 

over the past years to create the conditions for Mem-

ber States to collaborate more closely with each other 

on defense. The report reflects the tools that are used 

for defense and operations that have been done by 

the European nations so far. 

“Crisis, Conflict, and War - How NATO is Preparing to Resist” (DW Documentary, May 28, 2023) 

The video reflects NATO's action at the moment for European security. NATO members are viewing Russia’s 

war of aggression against Ukraine with grave concern, especially those on the alliance’s eastern flank. They’re 

joining forces with German troops right on the Russian border, and guarding NATO’s northeast flank against 

any possible incursion and ensuring the Baltic states are supported during times of crisis. The influence of NATO 

in European security  is well shown in this documentary. 

“European Foreign and Security Policy” (European Union)  

The EU’s joint foreign and security policy, designed to resolve conflicts and foster international understanding, 

is based on diplomacy and respect for international rules. Trade, humanitarian aid, and development coopera-

tion also play an important role in the EU's international role. The policy seeks to preserve peace, strengthen 

security, and develop democracy within the continent. 

(Podcast) “The Transatlantic Bond” (European Defence Agency) 

EU leaders have pledged to protect EU citizens and their values. But we've also seen that Russia's war in Ukraine 

has given NATO a sense of renewal and it is in fact NATO that many European governments have gravitated 

towards. In this third episode, we discuss with Maxime Roclore, EDA Senior Policy Officer, where the European 

Union fits into the puzzle of collective defense and what exactly it means to broaden and deepen cooperation 

between NATO and the EU. 

https://www.eeas.europa.eu/eeas/stronger-eu-security-and-defence_en
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vRLPMNdyjIk
https://european-union.europa.eu/priorities-and-actions/actions-topic/foreign-and-security-policy_en#:~:text=European%20foreign%20and%20security%20policy&text=preserve%20peace,for%20human%20rights%20%26%20fundamental%20freedoms
https://eda.europa.eu/news-and-events/podcast


 
Advancing Development to 

Strengthen EU Security 

 “European Defence Matters - the role of European Defence Agency” (European Defence Agency, May 15, 

2015) 

The European Defence Agency is the place to go for European defense cooperation. It supports the European 

Council and the Member States in their effort to improve the European Union’s defense capabilities through 

cooperative projects and programs. This video provides general ideas on mechanisms of cooperation in Europe-

an security introducing each field such as research and development and technology. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Bs8xXf-2PBY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Bs8xXf-2PBY




Scott Montgomery  

Scott L. Montgomery is an author, geoscientist, and affiliate faculty 

member in the Jackson School of International Studies, University of 

Washington. He writes and lectures on a wide variety of topics related 

to energy (geopolitics, technology, resources, climate change), Ameri-

can politics, intellectual history, language and communication, and the 

history of science. He is a frequent contributor to online journals such as 

The Conversation, Forbes, and Fortune, and his articles and op-eds are 

regularly featured in many outlets, including Newsweek, Marketwatch, 

The Huffington Post, and UPI. He also gives public talks and serves on 

panels related to issues in global energy and their relation to political 

and economic trends and ideas of sustainability. For more than two dec-

ades, Montgomery worked as a geoscientist in the energy industry, writing over 100 scientific papers and 70 mono-

graphs on topics related to oil and gas, energy technology, and industry trends. Montgomery is the author of 12 

books and is currently pursuing several areas of research, including the role of Enlightenment ideas in present-day 

American politics, as well as the future of petroleum and its role in geopolitics and climate change. 

Introduction to Session Speaker 

1. Students will be able to explain the European Union’s reliance on Russian energy exports and assess the progress 

made by EU policymakers in reducing energy dependence (on Russia).  

2. Students will be able to identify and analyze the EU’s economic and energy responses, including revised actions, in 

the context of the Russia-Ukraine conflict.  

3. Students will think critically and creatively to develop potential policy options to address the potential consequenc-

es of reduced access to Russian energy.  

4. Students will be to evaluate the political and economic consequences of EU energy policy challenges on citi-

zens and individual member states.  

5. Students will be able to assess how current EU climate goals/policies will be affected by the decision to reduce en-

ergy dependence on Russia. In addition, students will describe and evaluate the issue of energy and as a security is-

sue.  

6. Students will be able to define the European Commission’s REPowerEU Plan and analyze progress made in accel-

erating a clean energy transition and diversifying energy resources. 

7. Students will be able to interpret maps and graphs to evaluate the impact of Russian energy exports to the Europe-

an Union. 

Module 4: Learning Objectives  



 
Key Terms 

Nord Stream Pipeline: an offshore natural gas pipeline that runs under the Baltic Sea from Russia to Germany. It 

includes Nord Stream 1, which runs from Vyborg in northwestern Russia (near Finland), and Nord Stream 2 that 

runs from Ust-Luga (near Estonia) to Lubmin in northeastern Germany. The has been recently denied certification 

due the Russian invasion of Ukraine.  

European Green New Deal: The EU Green Deal aims to make Europe climate neutral by 2050, boost the economy 

through green technology, create sustainable industry and transport, and cut pollution. The goal is to turn climate 

and environmental challenges in opportunities that will make the transition just and inclusive all.  

Climate Neutrality: this is the concept that refers to the idea of achieving net zero greenhouse gas emissions 

by balancing those emissions so they are equal or less than the emissions that get removed. Climate neutrality is 

often cited as a goal of individuals and nations to reach environmental sustainability.  

Energy Security: the connection between national security and the availability of natural resources for energy 

consumption in society. It focuses on short and long-term solutions related to energy affordability and uninter-

rupted  access to supplies in varied forms.  

Climate change: periodic modification of Earth’s climate brought about as a result of changes in the atmosphere 

as well as interactions between the atmosphere and various other geologic, chemical, biological, and geographic 

factors within the Earth system.  

Sustainability: the long-term viability of a community, set of social institutions, or societal practice. In general, 

sustainability is understood as a form of intergenerational ethics in which the environmental and economic actions 

taken by present persons do not diminish the opportunities of future persons to enjoy similar levels of wealth, utili-

ty, or welfare. 

Energy dependence rate: shows the proportion of energy that an economy must import. It is defined as net ener-

gy imports divided by gross inland energy consumption plus fuel supplied to international maritime bunkers, ex-

pressed as a percentage. A negative dependency rate indicates a net exporter of energy, while a dependency rate 

in excess of 100 % indicates that energy products have been stocked. 

Greenhouse effect: a warming of Earth’s surface and troposphere (the lowest layer of the atmosphere) caused by 

the presence of water vapour, carbon dioxide, methane, and certain other gases in the air. 

Renewable energy: energy derived from natural sources that are replenished at a higher rate than they are con-

sumed. Sunlight and wind, for example, are such sources that are constantly being replenished. Renewable energy 

sources are plentiful and all around us. 

Efficiency: in economics and organizational analysis, a measure of the input a system requires to achieve a speci-

fied output. A system that uses few resources to achieve its goals is efficient, in contrast to one that wastes much 

of its input. 

https://www.britannica.com/topic/Nord-Stream-2-gas-pipeline
https://ec.europa.eu/info/strategy/priorities-2019-2024/european-green-deal_en
https://unfccc.int/blog/a-beginner-s-guide-to-climate-neutrality
https://www.sciencedirect.com/topics/engineering/energy-security
https://www.britannica.com/science/climate-change
https://www.britannica.com/science/sustainability
https://www.eea.europa.eu/help/glossary/eea-glossary/energy-dependence-rate
https://www.britannica.com/science/greenhouse-effect
https://www.un.org/en/climatechange/what-is-renewable-energy
https://unece.org/DAM/energy/se/pdfs/comm25/ECE_ENERGY_2016_4.pdf
https://www.britannica.com/topic/efficiency-economics-and-organizational-analysis


Environment for Europeans | European Union  

EU citizens benefit from some of the highest environmental standards in the world. The EU and national gov-

ernments have set clear objectives to guide European environment policy until 2020 and a vision beyond that, 

of where to be by 2050, with the support of dedicated research programmes, legislation and funding.  

Climate Change: What the EU is Doing | European Council  

The EU has adopted ambitious legislation across multiple policy areas to implement its international commit-

ments on climate change. EU countries have set binding emission targets for key sectors of the economy to 

substantially reduce greenhouse gas emissions.  

 Putting a Price on Pollution | The Daily of the New York Times (July 23rd, 2021)  

The New York Time’s Daily Podcasts discusses the new environmental policies from the EU. The European 

Commission, the E.U.’s executive arm, recently introduced ambitious legislation aimed at sharply cutting 

emissions to slow down climate change within the next decade, specifically by weaning one of the world’s 

biggest and most polluting economies off fossil fuels. But can it generate the political will to see it through?  

Green Taxation—In Support of a More Sustainable Future | European Commission  

As part of the European Green Deal, the EU has set out ambitious targets to tackle climate change and foster 

a cleaner environment, aiming for a 55% reduction in greenhouse gas emissions by 2030 and to become a cli-

mate-neutral continent by 2050. As we work towards these objectives, green taxation can play an active and 

positive role in support of other EU climate and energy policies such as the EU Emission Trading System.  

The EU Climate Law Explained | EURACTIV (March 16th, 2020)  

The European Commission tabled its much-awaited Climate Law in March this year, in a bid to carve into 

stone Europe’s objective of becoming the first climate-neutral continent in the world by 2050. EURACTIV ex-

plains what the Climate Law does, how it works and what its criticisms are.  

Understanding EU  

Environmental Policy 

https://europa.eu/european-union/topics/environment_en
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/policies/climate-change/
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/07/23/podcasts/the-daily/climate-change-extreme-weather.html
https://ec.europa.eu/taxation_customs/green-taxation-0_en
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7jkKOAHl9Zo


EU Climate Change Policy  

This lesson plan has four parts and teacher instructions: Part 1: EU Climate Change Overview; Part 2: EU 

Domestic Policy; Part 3: EU International Climate Change Policy; Part 4: Strategy of EU Member States 

and Canada  

Eurostat—Environmental Statistics 

Eurostat provides a range of statistics and accounts about the state of the environment and the drivers, 

pressures and impacts of our societies on the environment. in this section, you find information about: 

Air emissions; Biodiversity; Energy accounts; Environmental protection; Environmental sector; Hazard-

ous substances; Material flows and resource productivity; Taxes; Water. Eurostat statistics support poli-

cies about climate change, the circular economy, sustainable development, biodiversity and natural 

capital, among others.   

A European “Model” Defined by Public Policies  - European Environmental Policy | Sorbonne Uni-

versite  

Despite its primarily economic origins and its belated concern for the environmental issues, the EU be-

came, after 1972, one of the major international actors in the protection of the environment. Recog-

nized in treaties from 1986 onwards, environmental policy was organized around the notion of sustain-

able development and gave rise to a strong legislative agenda and the establishment of structures of 

information, financing and control on a European level. In so doing, the EU found a new form of legiti-

mation.  

 

Understanding EU 

Environmental Policy 

https://carleton.ca/ces/eulearning/eu-climate-change-policy-lesson-plan-teachers-section/
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/web/environment
https://ehne.fr/en/encyclopedia/themes/political-europe/a-european-%E2%80%9Cmodel%E2%80%9D-defined-public-policies/european-environmental-policy
https://ehne.fr/en/encyclopedia/themes/political-europe/a-european-%E2%80%9Cmodel%E2%80%9D-defined-public-policies/european-environmental-policy




World Economy Set to Lose Up to 18% GDP from Climate Change 

Climate change poses the biggest long-term threat to the global economy. If no mitigating action is tak-

en, global temperatures could rise by more than 3°C and the world economy could shrink by 18% in the 

next 30 years. But the impact can be lessened if decisive action is taken to meet the targets set in the Paris 

Agreement, Swiss Re Institute’s new Climate Economics Index shows. This will require more than what is 

pledged today; public and private sectors will play a crucial role in accelerating the transition to net zero.  

Economics & EU Sustainability 

How Europe’s Ambitious New Climate Agenda will Effect Businesses 

The European Union’s plan to cut its greenhouse gas emissions by more than half by the end of the decade 

will touch almost every industry in the trade bloc, with profound consequences for jobs and the bloc’s econo-

my. European leaders said the climate package presented on Wednesday could put Europe at the forefront 

of new technologies like electric car batteries, offshore wind generation or aircraft engines that run on hy-

drogen. The far-reaching plan to reduce the trade bloc’s carbon footprint includes tougher mandates for au-

tomakers, steel makers, airlines, energy producers and other industries.  

https://www.swissre.com/media/news-releases/nr-20210422-economics-of-climate-change-risks.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/07/14/business/european-union-climate-change.html


 

Climate Action Meets Energy Security: The Russian Invasion 

Adds News a New Dimension to Energy Transition (Foreign 

Policy Research Institute, June 2022) 

This article by FPRI Senior Fellow Anna Mikulska is a product of 

a workshop on “The Global Order after Russia’s Invasion of 

Ukraine,” hosted by the University of Pennsylvania’s Perry 

World House on April 14, 2022. She states “The European Un-

ion has been one of the primary drivers of climate action, advo-

cating for a reduction in the use of fossil fuels in its member 

states. EU policies and private donors are developing new ways 

to achieve this goal, including resources committed to post-

COVID recovery. However, sky-high energy prices, especially natural gas, resulting from the Russian invasion of 

Ukraine have slowed these goals. The war has made Russian energy resources, on which Europe depends, not only 

unreliable but also unwelcome. According to the authors, “the war in Ukraine should spark a significant shift in 

thinking about energy transition in the developed world, with climate action now having to account for energy se-

curity.” 

 

European Energy Security Post-Russia  (Center for European Policy Analysis, June 15, 2022)  

Dr. Benjamin L. Schmitt testified before Senate and House members of the U.S. Commission on Security and Co-

operation in Europe on European energy security post-Russia on 07 June 2022, in Washington, D.C. He advocates 

in this article that there are three key lessons that should guide future European energy security policymaking: 

“First, energy and critical infrastructure proposals advanced by authoritarian nations like Russia are “not just com-

mercial deals.” Second, energy diversification infrastructure has been effective at countering Russian energy 

weaponization. Third, sanctions have been an effective tool to slow and stop Kremlin malign energy influence.” 

 

Putin’s War and European Energy Security: A German Perspective on Decoupling from Russia’s Fossil Fuels 

(Brookings Institute, June 15, 2022) 

Constanze Stelzenmüller testified before the U.S. Commission on Security and Cooperation in Europe on European 

energy security post-Russia. A video of the testimony can be found at the link above and the full testimony below 

is provided in the article. The testimony includes 3 parts: Background: Germany, Russia, and Ukraine, Status of 

Germany’s Attempts to Uncouple From Russian Energy, and What Next?  

How the Russian-Ukrainian War is 

Shifting the EU’s Sustainability Goals 

https://www.fpri.org/article/2022/06/climate-action-meets-energy-security-the-russian-invasion-of-ukraine-adds-a-new-dimension-to-energy-transition/
https://www.fpri.org/article/2022/06/climate-action-meets-energy-security-the-russian-invasion-of-ukraine-adds-a-new-dimension-to-energy-transition/
https://www.fpri.org/article/2022/06/climate-action-meets-energy-security-the-russian-invasion-of-ukraine-adds-a-new-dimension-to-energy-transition/
https://cepa.org/european-energy-security-post-russia/
https://www.brookings.edu/testimonies/putins-war-and-european-energy-security-a-german-perspective-on-decoupling-from-russian-fossil-fuels/
https://www.brookings.edu/testimonies/putins-war-and-european-energy-security-a-german-perspective-on-decoupling-from-russian-fossil-fuels/
https://www.brookings.edu/testimonies/putins-war-and-european-energy-security-a-german-perspective-on-decoupling-from-russian-fossil-fuels/




EU Getting Rid of Russian Energy Addiction? | Episode 1| Florence School of Regulation (March 24th, 

2022)  

A recorded conversation between experts in the field of foreign affairs and international relations discussing 

EU reliability on Russia for energy. In hindsight, this resource can provide some contrast between how things 

were perceived previously as opposed to what actually occurred as related to this topic.  

 

Conscious Uncoupling: Europeans’ Russian Gas Challenge in 2023 | European Council on Foreign Relations 

(February 13th, 2023) 

‘Europeans made remarkable progress in removing Russian gas from their energy mix in 2022. But 2023 brings 

with it a whole host of new challenges.’ This article explores the topic of EU reliability on Russia for energy and 

how this became a push and pull for power through sanctions and boycotting between the EU and Russia.  

 

Russia Sanctions: What Impact Have They Had on Its Oil and Gas Exports? | BBC (January 26th, 2023)  

This resource from the BBC discusses sanctions from the EU and United States as well as other countries and 

how it has impacted energy needs in various parts of the world. The situation is not as simple as it may seem 

considering the EU’s heavy reliance on Russia for energy in the past.  

 

Reviewing the Impact of Energy Sanctions on Russia | Federal Reserve Bank of St. Louis (February 16th, 

2023) 

This article provides an overview of the sanctions against Russia following their invasion of Ukraine and the 

consequent effect they have had. Through graphics and diagrams, this resource is valuable in gaining more 

understanding of the impact of sanctions.  

Europe Breaks its Energy Addiction 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=m01GBsRryrw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=m01GBsRryrw
https://ecfr.eu/article/conscious-uncoupling-europeans-russian-gas-challenge-in-2023/#:~:text=Before%20Russia%20invaded%20Ukraine%2C%20the,cent%20of%20total%20gas%20imports.
https://ecfr.eu/article/conscious-uncoupling-europeans-russian-gas-challenge-in-2023/#:~:text=Before%20Russia%20invaded%20Ukraine%2C%20the,cent%20of%20total%20gas%20imports.
https://www.bbc.com/news/58888451
https://www.stlouisfed.org/en/on-the-economy/2023/feb/reviewing-impact-energy-sanctions-russia
https://www.stlouisfed.org/en/on-the-economy/2023/feb/reviewing-impact-energy-sanctions-russia


How Deep Is Europe's Dependence on Russian Oil? | State of the Planet, Columbia Climate School 

(March 14th, 2022)  

Russia’s invasion of Ukraine has created an energy crisis of unprecedented levels, as reflected in the rapid in-

crease in commodity prices. European countries and the United States have responded by sanctioning Rus-

sia, and Germany has halted certification of the Nord Stream 2 natural gas pipeline. Concerns about the ex-

tent of Europe’s energy reliance on Russia, particularly for natural gas but also for coal and oil, are rising as 

the conflict worsens. 

 

Figures Show Stark Drop in European Dependency on Russian Oil, Natural Gas | FRANCE 24 English (July 

5th, 2023) 

Fresh figures have shown the extent of the European Union's efforts to reduce its energy dependency on Rus-

sia, with Moscow accounting for just 3% of the bloc's oil imports in the first quarter of this year, compared to 

26% during the same period in 2022. The EU has also strayed away from Russian natural gas, relying more 

heavily on Norway, the United Kingdom and Algeria. It comes as the decline in Moscow's export revenues 

weakens its currency. 

Europe Breaks its Energy Addiction 

https://news.climate.columbia.edu/2022/03/14/qa-how-deep-is-europes-dependence-on-russian-oil/
https://news.climate.columbia.edu/2022/03/14/qa-how-deep-is-europes-dependence-on-russian-oil/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pshMBd8m9vQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pshMBd8m9vQ


 

Europe and Global Climate Change | University of Wisconsin- Madison European Studies 

The topic of this module is Europe and Global Climate Change. In this downloadable lesson plan, you will 

find material to support and augment the lesson plan. The materials for this module are geared towards 

middle and high-school levels, but may well be used at the college level as a general introduction to the cli-

mate change and the European response to this crisis. 

 

Global Climate Change | NASA For Educators  

The following organizations provide reviewed listings of the best available student and educators resources 

related to global climate change, including NASA products. 

 

Europe’s ‘Energy War’ in Data: How Have EU Imports Changed Since Russia’s Invasion of Ukraine? | Euronews.green 

(February 24th, 2023) 

“A huge growth in renewables, as well as gas from Norway and the US, is helping to make up for the dra-

matic drop in Russian energy.” This article explores the changes in the sources of energy that will be able to 

reach the EU following the war in Ukraine and sanctions against Russia.  

 

Europe Moves Away from Russia’s Oil and Gas | U.S. Embassy & Consulates in Russia 

The European Union is producing all-time highs of wind and solar energy as the 27-country group works to 

reduce its reliance on fossil fuels from Russia. Following Russia’s invasion of Ukraine, the EU looked to in-

crease the use of sustainable energy practices due to the reduction of energy resources from Russia and un-

certainty about the future of energy for Europe.  

Europe Breaks its Energy Addiction 

https://europe.wisc.edu/documents/europe-and-global-climate-change/
https://climate.nasa.gov/for-educators/
https://climate.nasa.gov/for-educators/
https://www.euronews.com/green/2023/02/24/europes-energy-war-in-data-how-have-eu-imports-changed-since-russias-invasion-of-ukraine#:~:text=EU%20imports%20of%20energy%20products%20from%20Russia&text=EU%20imports%20of%20all%20kinds,first%20three%20quarters%2
https://www.euronews.com/green/2023/02/24/europes-energy-war-in-data-how-have-eu-imports-changed-since-russias-invasion-of-ukraine#:~:text=EU%20imports%20of%20energy%20products%20from%20Russia&text=EU%20imports%20of%20all%20kinds,first%20three%20quarters%2
https://ru.usembassy.gov/europe-moves-away-from-russias-oil-and-gas/






Guntis Šmidchens  

Guntis Šmidchens has research interests in Baltic Studies; Bal-

tic Languages and Cultures; Folklore; Russian Folklore; Estoni-

an, Latvian and Lithuanian languages and literatures.  He is an 

Adjunct Associate Professor of Slavic, Executive Board mem-

ber at the Ellison Center for Russian, East European and Cen-

tral Asian Studies, and past President of the Association for the 

Advancement of Baltic Studies (AABS). 

 

Introduction to Session Speaker 

Module 5: Learning 

Objectives  

1. Students will be able to identify and analyze the role of Eastern European countries, including the Baltic State, 

in NATO. 

2. Students will be able to identify and evaluate the geopolitical interests of Eastern European countries in NATO.  

3. Students will be able to identify and assess the challenges posed by Russia's invasion of Ukraine and determine 

specific policy options for Eastern European countries. 

4. Students will be able to use their critical thinking skills to interpret maps, graphs, etc. and answer stimulus 

based questions with specific evidence.  

5. Students will be able to examine secondary sources related to the evolution of Eastern Europe's (including Bal-

tic States) in NATO and identify/assess specific reasons for their membership. 

6. Students will be able to identify and evaluate the historical factors that led to the inclusion of Eastern European 

countries, including the Baltic States, in NATO.  



Key Terms 

NATO: North Atlantic Treaty Organization, NATO is an organization of countries that have agreed to provide mili-

tary support to each other. It includes many European countries as well as the U.S. and Canada. 

Social Security: any of the measures established by legislation to maintain individual or family income or to pro-

vide income when some or all sources of income are disrupted or terminated or when exceptionally heavy expend-

itures have to be incurred 

Parliamentary Democracy: democratic form of government in which the party (or a coalition of parties) with the 

greatest representation in the parliament (legislature) forms the government, its leader becoming prime minister 

or chancellor. 

Russia-Ukraine War: war between Russia and Ukraine that began in February 2014 with the covert invasion of the 

Ukrainian autonomous republic of Crimea by disguised Russian troops.  

Baltic States: northeastern region of Europe containing the countries of Estonia, Latvia, and Lithuania, on the 

eastern shores of the Baltic Sea. 

https://www.britannica.com/dictionary/NATO
https://www.britannica.com/money/topic/social-security-government-program
https://www.britannica.com/topic/parliamentary-system
https://www.britannica.com/event/2022-Russian-invasion-of-Ukraine
https://www.britannica.com/place/Baltic-states


Why Can’t the EU’s West and East Work as One? | Carnegie Europe (November 8th, 2019) 

Fifteen years after the 2004 accession of eight former communist countries, the EU still behaves as two 

halves rather than a whole. Many Western Europeans routinely refer to these states, as well as those that 

joined in 2007 and 2013, as “new,” implying a failure to become fully “European.” This resource explores the 

seeming divide between Europe and which nations are viewed as newly European and originally European. 

 

Europe’s Real Test Is Yet to Come | Foreign Affairs (January 20th, 2023) 

This resource discusses the future of Europe following the War in Ukraine and the challenges that these cur-

rent events may present in the years to come.  

 

Want Ukraine in the EU? You’ll Have to Reform the EU, Too. | Brookings (July 2023)  

On December 16, 2023, the European Council is expected to formally kick off the accession negotiations 

with Kyiv, following a defined schedule. Ukraine’s accession to the European Union (EU) is necessary and 

inevitable, but it may prove very costly for the current European member states. 

 

Nuclear Weapons in Europe: Mapping U.S. and Russian Deployments | European Council on Foreign 

Relations (March 30th, 2023)  

Russia’s threat to deploy tactical nuclear weapons in Belarus has raised the specter of a new nuclear stand-

off with the United States and its allies in Europe. It also draws new attention to how such arms are de-

ployed in NATO states. This source outlines the security development in different parts of Europe and how 

this is impacted by the war in Ukraine.  

 

NATO’s Vilnius summit: The Highlights and the Future Challenges |  European Council on Foreign Rela-

tions  (July 14th, 2023)  

This week, the leaders of NATO member countries gathered in Vilnius for the organisation’s annual sum-

mit. The summit addressed crucial issues and implications for international security. From Sweden’s acces-

sion to NATO and Ukraine’s aspirations for membership to new defence plans and security guarantees, this 

week’s episode explores the summit’s highlights and potential impact on the global security landscape.   

 

EU Defence Facing Russia: Eastern European Security After the Invasion of Ukraine | European Council 

on Foreign Relations (March 2nd, 2022)  

‘Russia’s invasion of Ukraine has forced the EU to reassess its security and defence policy. For the EU’s east-

ern member states, the changes underway are long overdue.’ 

Security in the North of Europe 
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Judy Asks: Is Finnish and Swedish 

NATO Membership Useful for Euro-

pean Security? | Carnegie Europe 

(April 28th, 2023)  

Russia’s war in Ukraine is making neu-

tral Finland and Sweden seriously con-

sider joining NATO. Such membership 

would strengthen the alliance’s defens-

es and greatly increase security in the 

Baltic region. Explore this resource to 

learn more about the NATO member-

ship status of Sweden and Finland.  

 

NATO’s Nordic Expansion: Adding Finland and Sweden Will Transform European Security | Foreign Affairs 

(April 26th, 2022)  

This article explores the ways in which EU security will change in light of the inclusion of Finland and possible inclu-

sion of Sweden in NATO. Seeing as this NATO membership is evolving in light of the conflict in Ukraine, this be-

comes more crucial to understanding EU security than ever before.  

 

Finland’s Accession to NATO | U.S. Department of State (April 4th, 2023)  

This statement from the United States Department of State refers to the inclusion of Finland in NATO and what this 

means for security in Europe. Because Finland has significant borders with Russia, concerns about security for the 

country were very acute.  

 

Finland’s Membership in NATO | Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Finland (April 4th, 2023)  

This resource from the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Finland outlines the process that the country went through to 

become a member of NATO. Along with that, read this resource for more information about how Finland sees their 

future as a NATO member.  

 

Finland’s Contributions to NATO: Strengthening the Alliance’s Nordic and Arctic Fronts | Wilson Center 

(November 8th, 2022)  

This resource discusses the benefits of joining NATO for both Finland and NATO on the Nordic and Arctic fronts. 

Finland also made some changes to their security strategies that are outlined more in depth in this article.  
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EU Security in the Baltic States 

Estonia, Latvia and Lithuania Strengthen Airspace Cooperation | NATO (July 12th, 2023)  

At the margins of the NATO Summit in Vilnius on Tuesday (11 July 2023), Estonia, Latvia and Lithuania 

signed a Declaration of Cooperation on cross-border airspace. The relevant Allied civil and military authori-

ties will establish and use suitable airspace volumes for NATO training and exercises, and other air activities 

within the Baltic region. 

 

NATO’s Military Presence in the East of the Alliance | NATO (July 28th, 2023)  

An important component of NATO’s deterrence and defence posture is its military presence in the eastern 

part of Alliance territory. In recent years, Allies have enhanced NATO’s forward presence by establishing mul-

tinational battlegroups in Bulgaria, Estonia, Hungary, Latvia, Lithuania, Poland, Romania and Slovakia. 

 

Strengthening Baltic Security: Next Steps for NATO | Center for Strategic and International Studies 

(June 27th, 2023)  

NATO will hold a leaders’ summit in Vilnius, Lithuania, next month. In preparation for that summit, the CSIS 

International Security Program conducted a study on Baltic security. This commentary summarizes the re-

sults of that study. CSIS will publish the full report on July 6. 

 

On NATO’s Vulnerable Eastern Edge, Baltic Nations Face High Stakes in Ukraine Crisis | The Washington 

Post (March 20th, 2023)  

Like Ukraine, the three Baltic states — Latvia, Lithuania and Estonia — were once part of the Soviet Union. 

Unlike Ukraine, they had joined NATO in the early 2000s, and now enjoy the protection the alliance’s mutual 

defense guarantee provides. 

 

Estonia, Latvia & Lithuania on Ukraine - Security Council Media Stakeout |  United Nations (February 

24th, 2023)  

Joint media stakeout by Minister of Foreign Affairs of Estonia, Urmas Reinsalu, Minister of Foreign Affairs of 

Latvia, Edgars Rinkēvičs and Foreign Minister of Lithuania, Gabrielius Landsbergis, on the situation in 

Ukraine.  

 

Once Branded 'Alarmist' Over Russian Fears, Baltic States Call for More Military Support | NBC News 

(March 31st, 2022)  

An article from NBC News speaking about the worries that Baltic post-soviet states have regarding heir secu-

rity following Russia’s invasion of Ukraine . Because of the shared history as previous soviet countries , there 

is increased alarm, concern and preparation in the event that Russia does not stop its advances into the West 

in these countries as well.  
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How Russia’s War on  

Ukraine Effects FSU Countries?  

Echo of Empire: Why Russia’s war on Ukraine Troubles All Post-Soviet Countries | European Council on 

Foreign Relations (March 15th, 2022)  

‘Russia’s war on Ukraine could have a heavy impact on other post-Soviet countries. Unless the EU helps these 

countries deal with the effects of the conflict, they could become increasingly dependent on the Kremlin.’ This 

resource explores the effects of Russia’s invasion of Ukraine on other Post-Soviet nations.  

 

How the War in Ukraine is Reformatting the Post-Soviet Space | Ponars Eurasia (October 9th, 2022)  

This resource explores the significance of post soviet spaces to dynamics between Russia and the EU/US to 

this day. While Ukraine is the center of this discussion in light of the War, there are other aspects to be consid-

ered, such as the other less emphasized post soviet countries that border Russia.  

 

Russia's Long-Held Influence Over Former Soviet Republics is Starting to Fade | NPR (May 27th, 2023)  

This podcast from NPR discusses the fading influence of Russia on previous soviet nations that have since 

gained independence. This becomes relevant in the overall discussion of relations between the EU, US, NATO 

and Russian in light of the war in Ukraine.  
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How Russia’s War on  

Ukraine Effects FSU Countries?  
3 ways Vladimir Putin’s War in Ukraine is Affecting the Former Soviet Region | The Conversation (May 31st, 

2022)  

“The war in Ukraine is dividing the former Soviet region, making it poorer and less secure. Russia will take ad-

vantage of this. Three months into Vladimir Putin’s brutal assault on Ukraine, the other post-Soviet countries are 

being transformed in three ways that will change the course of the region’s future.”  

 

Support for Russia Drops in Post-Soviet Countries After Ukraine Invasion | Euronews (May 25th, 2023)  

Approval of Russia has plunged in neighboring countries, who are wary of a bullish Moscow which has lost its tra-

ditional role as a regional power broker. Since the beginning of the invasion of Ukraine in February 2022, Russia 

has lost a significant amount of support in countries which were historically part of its sphere of influence. 

 

Echo of Empire: Why Russia’s War on Ukraine Troubles All Post-Soviet Countries | European Council on For-

eign Relations (March 15th, 2022)  

Russia’s war on Ukraine could have a heavy impact on other post-Soviet countries. Unless the EU helps these 

countries deal with the effects of the conflict, they could become increasingly dependent on the Kremlin. 

 

Former Soviet States Are Distancing Themselves From Their Old Imperial Master | Foreign Policy (May 10th, 

2022)  

The war in Ukraine is prompting countries from Kazakhstan to Moldova to reexamine their colonial past and seek 

diplomatic allies beyond the Kremlin. 

 

Reflection on Russia’s Changing Image in the Post-Soviet Region | French Institute of International Rela-

tions (September 9th, 2022) 

This resource outlines the ways in which views and opinions of former soviet countries have changed towards 

Russia in light of the war in Ukraine. Because many of these nations have an entangled past with Russia, it be-

comes important to consider the ways in which these countries react, or do not,  to the actions taken by Russia in 

Ukraine.  

 

Classroom Resources to Teach about War in Ukraine | Illinois Civics Club  

As events unfold in Ukraine, teachers will be asked questions to help students understand current events in real-

time. For some students, these events may seem disconnected from their everyday lives; for others, these events 

may be very close to home. 
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Incorporating the EU into Your Curriculum 

EU Online Training Videos: EU Governance and Policy Challenges - Jean Monnet EU Center and the 

Center for West European Studies at the University of Washington 

 
Whether you are someone looking for more information about the European Union or a student brushing 

up on your knowledge in preparation of Model EU, you’ve come to the right place! In this training, you will 

find an engaging and thorough overview of the European Union and current challenges it faces. Professor 

Dean LaRue starts at the beginning with big-picture questions such as “How can we define ‘Europe?'” be-

fore diving into the unique, complex, and ever-evolving European experiment known as the EU. 

 
Teaching the EU Toolkits (Center for European Studies, University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill) 
 
The Center for European Studies at UNC-CH has updated Teaching the EU Toolkits. CES has a 20-year his-

tory of providing outreach materials and professional development in contemporary Europe. This Teacher 

Toolkit is designed to help you create lessons about Europe’s geography, people, and politics and the Euro-

pean Union. At the end of each chapter, they have linked to several potential lesson plans – for various 

grade levels – that you can use to teach about different issues. These have been created by CES staff, UNC 

faculty, and North Carolina teachers. They compiled a list of additional resources and external links. 

 

Seterra - Online Geography Game Europe 

Seterra includes fun quizzes that help familiarize you with countries, capital cities, flags, rivers, lakes, and 

notable geological features. Learning geography doesn't have to be boring. Do it the easy way with Seter-

ra! In no time, you could learn to locate every single country in the world on a map. 

Seterra App for  

Learning  Geography  

https://jsis.washington.edu/euwesteurope/eu-governance-challenges-training/
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Incorporating the EU into Your Curriculum 
Resources for Teaching and Learning about Europe | University of Pittsburgh European Studies Center 

The following unit plans (K-12) and modules (College) were developed by participants in the ESC-organized Brus-

sels Study Tour for educators. These resources are presented here as an Open Access resource for teachers/

instructors. Our thanks to the talented educators who have allowed us to share them.  

 

A TEACHER’S HANDS ON GUIDE TO THE EUROPEAN UNION | UNC Chapel Hill EU Center for Excellence 

A resource guide for educators to check their understanding of the EU and how teaching on the organization can 

be brought into the classroom.  

 
Lesson Plans and Teaching Aids | Carleton University 

Various classroom resources that can be used to teach about different aspects of the EU. These resources are 

available for different grade levels and include different types of media such as podcasts, articles, activities and 

more.  

EU Simulation | University of Wisconsin- Madison European Studies 

Welcome to the European Union Simulation Module (EUSM)! The topic of this module is the EU Chocolate Di-

rective. On these pages you will find material to hold an in-class simulation of the EU policy-making process. The 

materials for this module are geared towards middle and high-school levels, but may well be used at the college 

level as a general introduction to the EU. 

 

Chapter 9 Self-test questions | Oxford University Press 

This resource is a short quiz on some basic information of the EU’s place in the world and some of the important 

factors and information to know. This could be used as an initial gauge of students' understanding and knowledge 

and/or a guide for which topics students should know about and understand. 

 

10 Resources for Teaching About the War in Ukraine | Share My Lesson  

Here are 10 Share My Lesson resources to help educators, parents and students build background knowledge and 

contextualize what is happening in Ukraine, as we watch the policy decisions world leaders make together to 

avoid escalation and stabilize the ongoing war. 

 
What is the relationship between the United States and the European Union? | University of North Carolina 

Chapel Hill Center for European Studies A Jean Monnet Center for Excellence  

The main activity in this lesson plan gets students to create a mind map and share the thinking they have on the 

topic of the EU and US with their classmates to facilitate discussion about the topic of similarities and differences 

between the two entities.  
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