RESOURCE GUIDE FOR EDUCATORS

AOTN

WORLD

AFFAIRS COUNCIL

ASYNCHRONOUS SERIES

REORIENTING
AFRICA IN THE
CLASSROOM:

AN INTRODUCATION TO THE
MODERN AFRICAN STATE

Compiled By:

Julianna Patterson, Amodini
Khade, Natalie Nabass,
Adeline Perkins, Abby Dean,
Ina Chong & Ryan Hauck

www.world-affairs.org




Table of Contents

OULIINING STANAAIAS ...ttt ra e nees Pp- 3-4
Washington State K-12 Social Studies Learning Standards...........ccccevieeiiiinec e p-3
College, Career, & Civic Life C3 Frameworks for Social Studies State Standards............... P-4

Educating for Global ComMPeteNCe......c.ciiiiiiieeie et p.5

Learning ODjJECHIVES. ......ooi e s e p.6

(N3 I = 0 PP PR T p.7

B =N et 1 T 40 T=Y o SR pp- 8-11

History, Background, & CURUIE.........coiiiiiiie e pp. 12-15

Africa and the Sustainable Development G0als (SDGS) ...coeeerveereriiieeeeeiieeeeeiee e pp- 16-25
Quality EAUCATION ... pp. 16-17
Industry, Innovation, and INfrastructure...........ccoeviiiienii s pp.18-20
ClIMAtE ACTION. ..t e e et pp.21-25

(CTo )Y =1 4 g - o[l DT PP P PP PP PPPPPPP PP pp. 26-27

U.S. & China INfIUBNCE ... i pp. 28-32

R T € A @@ A | e K SRR pp- 33-36

POPUIation GrOWth......coo e e Pp- 37-40

IMproving Quality Of Life.......ocuioieiiieiee e PpP- 41-43

Reorienting Africa in the ClassroOm.........ccuiiiiiiriiiiiiesee e PP- 44-46

Photo Bibliography.......eec i e PpP- 47-48

How To Use This Guide
Visual Media [ \

GLOBAL CLASSROOM WANTS TO KNOW HOW
Audio / Podcast YOU HAVE USED THIS RESOURCE PACKET IN YOUR
CLASSROOM!

Charts and Graphs EMAIL GC@WORLD-AFFAIRS.ORG

AND TELL US YOUR STORY

Lesson Plans \ j

©0® ¢




Outlining Standards

A Note on Learning Standards Presented in this Guide

Three sets of standards have been linked to each of the learning objectives in this packet. The Washington
State K-12 Social Studies Learning Standards and the accompanying Grade Level Requirements are the so-
cial studies standards for WA State.

The College, Career,& Civic Life C3 Framework for Social Studies State Standards are the standards pub-
lished by the National Council for the Social Studies. Guiding the packet as a whole is the Framework for Global
Learning created by the Asia Society and the Council of Chief State School Officers titled Educating for Global
Competence: Preparing Our Youth to Engage the World (2011).

Cross-objective standards are listed at the beginning of the packet, and content-specific standards can be
found after each learning objective.

The standards provided have been selected for relevance, but are not exclusive: many other standards, such as
Common Core, may be applicable to the resources and learning objectives identified in this packet. The inten-
tion for this packet’s organization is to provide educators with an idea of resources available and possible uses
for resources. Users should feel free to create their own learning objectives and to select resources according to
the specific needs of their classrooms.

WASHINGTON STATE K-12 SOCIAL STUDIES LEARNING STANDARDS

There are five EALRs in Social Studies, one for each of the discipline areas: civics, economics, geography, and
history, and a fifth for social studies skills.

(2) Social Studies EALR 1: CIVICS

The student understands and applies knowledge of government, law, politics, and the nation’s fundamental
documents to make decisions about local, national, and international issues and to demonstrate thoughtful,
participatory citizenship.

(2) Social Studies EALR 2: ECONOMICS

The student applies understanding of economic concepts and systems to analyze decision-making and the in-
teractions between individuals, households, businesses, governments, and societies.

(3) Social Studies EALR 3: GEOGRAPHY

The student uses a spatial perspective to make reasoned decisions by applying the concepts of location, region,
and movement and demonstrating knowledge of how geographic features and human cultures impact environ-
ments.

(4) Social Studies EALR 4: HISTORY

The student understands and applies knowledge of historical thinking, chronology, eras, turning points, major
ideas, individuals, and themes on local, Washington State, tribal, United States, and world history in order to
evaluate how history shapes the present and future.

(5) Social Studies EALR 5: SOCIAL STUDIES SKILLS
The student understands and applies reasoning skills to conduct research, deliberate, and form and evaluate

positions through the processes of reading, writing, and communicating.




Outlining Standards

COLLEGE, CAREER, & CIVIC LIFE C3 FRAMEWORK FOR SOCIAL STUDIES STATE STANDARDS

The C3 Framework is organized into the four Dimensions, which support a robust social studies program
rooted in inquiry.

The four Dimensions are as follows:

(1) Developing questions and planning inquiries;

(2) Applying disciplinary concepts and tools;

(3) Evaluating sources and using evidence;

(4) Communicating conclusions and taking informed action

e  Civics e  Gathering and Evaluating ¢ Communicating and Cri-

. . . Sources tiquing Conclusions
Developing Questions and e Economics quing

Planning Inquiries
e Geography

. e Developing Claims and e Taking Informed Action
e  History

Using Evidence

Dimension 2 has four disciplinary subsections: (1) Civics; (2) Economics; (3) Geography; (4) History. Each discipli-
nary subsection has three to four additional categories, which provide an organizing mechanism for the founda-
tional content and skills within each discipline.

C3 Framework Organization

Civic and Political Institutions Economic Decision Making Geographic Representations: Change, Continuity, and Con-
Special Views of the World text

Participation and Delibera- Exchange and Markets Human-Environment Interac- Perspective
tion: Applying Civic Virtues tion: Place, Religions, and
and Democratic Principles Culture
Processes, Rules, and Laws The National Economy Human Populations: Spatial ~ Historical Sources and Evi-
Patterns and Movements dence
The Global Economy Global Interconnections: Causation and Argumenta-

Changing Spatial Patterns tion
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Educating For Global Competence

Society and the Council of Chief State School Officers 2011).

Frameworks taken from Educating for Global Competence: Preparing Our Youth to Engage the World (Asia

“Global competence is the capacity and disposition to understand and act on issues of global

significance” (Chapter 2).

Globally competent students are able to perform the following four competences:

1. Investigate the world beyond theirimmediate environment, framing significant problems and

conducting well-crafted and age-appropriate research.

2. Recognize perspectives others’ and their own, articulating and explaining such perspectives

thoughtfully and respectfully.

3. Communicate ideas effectively with diverse audiences, bridging geographic, linguistic,

ideological, and cultural barriers.

4. Take action to improve conditions, viewing themselves as players in the world and

participating reflectively.

Identify an issue, generate
qguestions, and explain its
significance.

Use variety of languages, sources
and media to identify and weigh
relevant evidence.

Analyze, integrate, and synthesize
evidence to construct coherent
responses.

Develop argument based on
compelling evidence and draws
defensible conclusions.

Identify and create opportunities for
personal or collaborative action to
improve conditions.

Assess options and plan actions
based on evidence and potential for
impact.

Act, personally or collaboratively, in
creative and ethical ways to
contribute to improvement, and
assess impact of actions taken.
Reflect on capacity to advocate for
and contribute to improvement.

Investigate the World
Students investigate the
world beyond their

Recognize and express their own
perspective and identify influences
an that perspective.

Examine others’ perspectives and
identify what influenced them.
Explain the impact of cultural
interactions.

Articulate how differential access
to knowledge, technology, and
resources affects quality of life and

perspectives .
Recognize Perspectives
Students recognize their
own and others’
perspectives.
N\
%\
\
he World through _

Disciplinary and Interdisciplinary Study_!77
A

Take Action

Students translate their
ideas into appropriate
actions to improve
conditions.

Communicate Ideas
Students communicate
their ideas effectively with
diverse audiences.

.

.

.

Recognize and express how diverse
audiences perceive meaning and
how that affects communication.
Listen to and communicate
effectively with diverse people.
Select and use appropriate
technalogy and media to
communicate with diverse
audiences.

Reflect on how effective
communication affects
understanding and collaboration in
an interdependent world.




Learning Objectives

1). Students will be able to identify and analyze how the diverse geography of the African continent impacts

regional, national, and local communities.

2). Students will be able to identify, evaluate, and explain how African societies have utilized and adapted to
local geographic conditions. In addition, students will be able to assess how specific African communities have

confronted environmental change.

3). Students will be able to analyze and explain the impact of European colonization on African societies, both

past and present.
4). Students will be able to identify and describe the social and cultural diversity of African societies.

5). Students will be able to define the purpose of the United Nations Sustainable Development Goals and ex-
plain how they are being addressed in distinct African contexts. In addition students will be able to identify and

assess measurable progress toward achieving specific goals.

6). Students will be able to select one of the UN SDGs and evaluate how local, national, and regional African

leaders are finding sustainable solutions to current challenges.

7). Students will be able to identify, analyze, and describe the economic achievement (and potential) of differ-

ent African nations.

8). Students will be able to identify and explain how technological innovations in African nations are improving

the quality of life within and across communities.

9). Students will be able to analyze and explain the political and economic relationship between different Afri-

can countries. In addition, students will be able to assess the past and present relationship of African countries

with the United States and China.




Key Terms

Sub-Saharan Africa (SSA): is the term used to describe the area of the African continent which lies south

of the Sahara Desert. Geographically, the demarcation line is the southern edge of the Sahara Desert.

Gross Domestic Product (GDP): is the total monetary or market value of all the finished goods and ser-

vices produced within a country's borders in a specific time period. As a broad measure of overall domestic

production, it functions as a comprehensive scoreca of a given country’s economic health.

Human Capital Investment: is the economic value of the abilities and qualities of labor that influ-

ence productivity, such as education. Investing in these qualities produces greater economic output. The in-

vestments are called human capital because workers aren't separate from these assets.

Urbanization: the process by which large numbers of people become permanently concentrated in relatively

small areas, forming cities.

Infrastructure: is the general term for the basic physical systems of a business, region, or nation. Exam-
ples of infrastructure include transportation systems, communication networks, sewage, water, and electric

systems.

Colonialism: is control by one power over a dependent area or people. It occurs when one nation subjugates
another, conquering its population and exploiting irdt, often while forcing its own language and cultural val-
ues upon its people. By 1914, a large majority of the world's nations had been colonized by Europeans at

some point.

Imperialism: a doctrine, political strategy, practice, state policy, or advocacy that consists in extending pow-

er by territorial acquisition or by extending political and economic control outward over other areas.

Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs): the UN’s 17 Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) are an urgent

call for action by all countries - developed and developing - in a global partnership. They recognize that end-
ing poverty and other deprivations must go hand-in-hand with strategies that improve health and education,
reduce inequality, and spur economic growth — all while tackling climate change and working to preserve our

oceans and forests.

Food Security: is having, at all times, both physical and economic access to sufficient food to meet dietary

needs for a productive and healthy life.



https://www.newworldencyclopedia.org/entry/Sub-Saharan_Africa
https://www.newworldencyclopedia.org/entry/Africa
https://www.newworldencyclopedia.org/entry/Continent
https://www.newworldencyclopedia.org/entry/Sahara_Desert
https://www.investopedia.com/terms/g/gdp.asp
https://www.thebalance.com/human-capital-definition-examples-impact-4173516
https://www.thebalance.com/labor-definition-types-and-how-it-affects-the-economy-3305859
https://www.thebalance.com/u-s-productivity-what-is-it-how-to-calculate-it-3306227
https://www.britannica.com/topic/urbanization
https://www.investopedia.com/terms/i/infrastructure.asp
https://www.nationalgeographic.com/culture/article/colonialism
https://www.law.cornell.edu/wex/imperialism
https://sdgs.un.org/goals
https://www.usaid.gov/agriculture-and-food-security#:~:text=What%20is%20Food%20Security%3F,a%20productive%20and%20healthy%20life.

The African Continent

Africa: Physical Geography

The continent of Africa has a diverse geographic landscape spread
across 54 different countries. This overview by National Geographic
covers the continent’s eight major physical regions, environment and

resources, and human geography.

The Geography of West Africa: Geo Spatial Inquiries through a His-

torical Lens: a Google Earth Lesson

This Google Earth presentation and accompanying instructions can help teachers introduce key geographical features

of West Africa as they relate to the development of societies and empires in the area in medieval times. Guided by es-

sential questions, the presentation supports student inquiry and critical thinking.

Curriculum Guide: What Do We Know About Africa?

This lesson uses a range of creative activities to help students evaluate their existing perceptions of Africa and to formu-

late a new understanding of its geography and its people. The activities involve subjects like art history, poetry, debate,

and more.

Curriculum Guide: “How Biq is Africa?”

This series of lessons help students and educators get a better understanding of the true size of Africa, a continent

which is often misrepresented by map projections. It also unpacks the perception of Africa as a single country and at-

tempts to reframe the region to more accurately reflect its cultural, religious, economic, and political diversity.

. T TNISIA ‘
0 800 mi MQROCCO S._Mediterranean Sea | ASIA
0 800 km voi S \ S —
WESTERN ALGERIA WV 1
SAHARA LIBYA EGYPT
(MOROCCO) o o
. x |
T MAURITANIA B, e
; MALI 2 A"
SENEGAL NIGER ERITREA Arabian
CUINEA ISBATIES BHRKINA CHAD Supan N~ Sea
- y —DJIBOUTI
Atlantic BRQAEA BENIN D4 U
L Ocean SIERRALEONE—= ' GHANA ' NIGERIA CEN. AF. SOUTH.. ETHIOPIA
LIBERIA <. | - REP.SUDAN ‘
; < TOGO..~CAMEROON -
\ COTE D'IVOIRE ) ‘ SOMALIA
¢ (IVORY COAST) EQ. GUINEAL— | UGANDA _
\r': o el RWAND KENYA R
A ey el GA.?ON BURUNDf: Y/ Indian Ocean
) DEM. REP. OF /
CABINDA— ]
'\ THE CONGO
ANGOLA) | }
( )\ TANZANITQ | SEYCHELLES
SOUTH ol MALAWI . COMOROS
AMERICA f ZAMBIA ; ) /|
‘ MOZAMBIQUE .~ 1
‘ P f MAURITIUS
ZIMBABWE~ { /
NAMIBIA | MADAGASCAR ©
BOTSWANA L
\ ~—SWAZILAND
\ SOUTH (—~LESOTHO
\AFRICA
(|~
60° W 20°W 200w 20°F 20°F 60°E

AFRICA

Copright © 2013 Nations! Gaograshic Socsety, Washington, O.C

Tropic of
Cancer

20°N

0°
Equator

20°S

Tropicof
Capricorn



https://www.nationalgeographic.org/encyclopedia/africa-physical-geography/
https://www.bu.edu/africa/outreach/teachingresources/geography/the-geography-of-west-africa-geo-spatial-inquiries-through-a-historical-lens-a-google-earth-lesson/
https://www.bu.edu/africa/outreach/teachingresources/geography/the-geography-of-west-africa-geo-spatial-inquiries-through-a-historical-lens-a-google-earth-lesson/
https://www.bu.edu/africa/outreach/teachingresources/geography/curriculum/wdwk2/
https://www.bu.edu/africa/outreach/teachingresources/geography/curriculum/curriculum-guide/

The African Continent
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All About the Sahara Desert (Auqg 12, 2019)

The Sahara Desert is located in the northern portion of Africa and covers over 3,500,000 square miles
(9,000,000 sq km) or roughly 10% of the continent. This article uncovers the geographical features, wildlife,

climate, and people of the Sahara to provide a comprehensive view of the great region of the world.



https://www.thoughtco.com/sahara-desert-overview-1435189

The African Continent

Al Has Just Revealed There Are Over 1.8 Billion Trees in the Sahara Desert (Oct 26, 2020)

Despite conceptions that the Sahara Desert is a desolate wasteland, in fact it is home to 1.8 billion trees. Re-
searchers discovered this by utilizing satellite imagery from NASA, and deep learning. This is the first time that
anyone counted trees across a large dryland region. Learn more about the conclusions drawn from the Al re-

search.

Zambezi River Basin

The Zambezi is one of the largest river basins in Africa, covering an area of 1.4 million km2 spanning over eight
countries (Angola, Botswana, Malawi, Mozambique, Namibia, Tanzania, Zambia, and Zimbabwe) and home to
more than 4o million people. The Zambezi is rich in water and land resources, as well as other natural re-

sources.

Congo Basin

The Congo Basin makes up one of the most important wilderness areas left on Earth. At 5oo million acres, it is

larger than the state of Alaska and stands as the world’s second-largest tropical forest. A mosaic of rivers, for-

ests, savannas, swamps and flooded forests, the Congo Basin is teeming with life.



https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2020/10/ai-billion-trees-sahara-desert-technology/
https://waterdialogue.ucr.edu/zambezi-river-basin
https://www.worldwildlife.org/places/congo-basin
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The African Continent

Geography Of Africa

This edition of Mr. Zoller's Social

N

Studies Podcasts provides an intro-

b 4

duction to African geography. He dis-
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cusses the biomes of Africa, its physi-

cal features, and the natural resources §

that have made Africa so valuable in

the world economy.
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The Sahara: Earth’s Greatest Desert
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The Sahara Desert is widely recog-
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nized as a vast region of sand dunes [,

Yl b i oty 0.0
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and hot winds, but there is so much

more to its geography and history

than its dry heat. This video gives de- |
tails about the Sahara’s ancient civili- |

zations, geographical significance, living conditions, and more, walking viewers through the area’s past and

present. Warning: this video has some mild language.

Gl ! 1} TV \ RS TR
It "’ { \\ \\\ \ N\ “*(. -
S T Y : O\
j y { “‘@44“" ‘\"-f-y\ CRRGR AR NN LA PRRP ‘-L‘“ p
NN RN -

Y

M

: !

The World Factbook
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The CIA World Factbook

provides basic intelligence
on the history, people,
government, economy,
energy, geography, envi-
ronment, communications,
transportation, military,
terrorism, and transnation-

al issues for 266 world enti-

rest of the world.



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BPjQGYaBDtg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gUtw4I5el1s
https://www.cia.gov/the-world-factbook/
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History, Background, & Culture

African Imperialism: Scramble for Africa

Knowing the motivations for Imperialism in Africa is essential to develop an understanding of cultural diffu-

sion and forces of conflict in that part of the world. In this lesson, students will uncover the consequences,

both positive and negative, that result from this historical event.



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Fbb7nbIUUEM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PzF88HBlAHY
https://geoalliance.asu.edu/Imperialism
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History, Background, & Culture

»

History of Sub- Saharan Africa

_

A comprehensive guide about Sub-Saharan Africa, ranging from the slave trade to art and architecture, jour-
nals, newspapers, and primary source information. Additional external links to other sources that provide

more in-depth information on specific topics within the history of Sub-Saharan Africa.

The World Nomads Podcast: Ethiopia

Thirty minute podcast about the rich culture and traditions in Ethiopia. Summary of the podcast, including
topics covered, quotes, speaker information, and additional resources are included on the webpage. “Ethiopia
is a place of ancient culture. Known for its spirituality, underground churches, Martian-like landscapes and

world-renowned coffee, this country is like none other in Africa.”

Art and Life in Africa

“Visual galleries and topic essays on art in and related to everyday life, education, ancient times, medicine,
cultural exchange, etc. Country pages display key facts and figures, historical summary and local artworks.”
This is a really cool interactive website that provides an abundance of visuals, art and short essays about every

facet of SSA cultures.

African Art and the Effects of European Contact and Colonization

Early encounters with Europeans were often recorded in African art. African cultures never existed in isola-
tion—there was always movement, trade, and the exchange of ideas. And logically African art is dynamic and
has changed in form, function, and meaning over time. Nevertheless, in the Western art market and in aca-
demia, there exists the concept of “traditional” African art. For many collectors, pre-colonial objects have an
aura of an untainted, timeless past when artists only made artworks for their own communities unaffected by
the outside world. These objects are too often seen in opposition to work produced today using Western ma-

terials and conventions by artists who are engaged in a global discourse and who make works of art to be sold.



https://libguides.brown.edu/SubSaharanAfrica
https://www.worldnomads.com/explore/africa/ethiopia/the-world-nomads-podcast-ethiopia
https://africa.uima.uiowa.edu/chapters/
https://www.khanacademy.org/humanities/art-africa/african-art-introduction/african-art-europe/a/african-art-effects-of-european-colonization
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Colonialism and Development in Africa

Most of Africa spent two generations under colonial rule. This column argues that, contrary to some recent
commentaries highlighting the benefits of colonialism, it is this intense experience that has significantly re-
tarded economic development across the continent. Relative to any plausible counterfactual, Africa is poor-

er today than it would have been had colonialism not occurred.

The Problem With Africa's Borders (Jan 6, 2020)

This video examines the European-made borders in Africa and their location relative to African ethnic
groups. It questions the role of one’s national identity compared to religious, cultural, linguistic, and ethnic
identities. The video highlights specific cases in the continent, such as the 2011 division of Sudan and its on-

going border conflict.

Are Colonial-Era Borders Drawn by Europeans Holding Africa Back? (July 13, 2016)

Observers of Africa’s recent surge in conflict have blamed trends like a rising tide of jihadism and incursions
by Islamic State militants, but African scholars have long maintained that the national borders in Africa,
most of which date back to the period in the late 1800s when European powers divided up most of the conti-
nent in a flurry of diplomatic agreements and colonial wars now known as the “Scramble for Africa,” are ac-

tually one of the biggest sources of its present-day strife and violence.

The Dividing of a Continent: Africa's Separatist Problem

Europe's arbitrary post-colonial borders left Africans bunched into countries that don't represent their herit-

age, a contradiction that still troubles them today.



https://voxeu.org/article/colonialism-and-development-africa
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LvKONiRHgkU
https://www.aeaweb.org/research/are-colonial-era-borders-holding-africa-back
https://www.theatlantic.com/international/archive/2012/09/the-dividing-of-a-continent-africas-separatist-problem/262171/

History, Background, & Culture

“What is the What: The Autobiography of Valentino Achak Deng” by
WHHTIS THE WHHT Dave Eggers

This is a novel based on the life of Valentino Achak Deng who, along with
thousands of other children --the so-called Lost Boys--was forced to leave
his village in Sudan at the age of seven and trek hundreds of miles by
foot, pursued by militias, government bombers, and wild animals, cross-
ing the desert of three countries to find freedom. When he finally is reset-
tled in the United States, he finds a life full of promise, but also heartache

and myriad new challenges.

Fun Fact: Because Africa is commonly portrayed on a Mercator
BY DAVE EGGERS map, it's size is typically distorted. Here’s a another depiction that

helps students visualize how large the continent really is!

9 Africa - Teacher’s Guide
These educational materials are in- (JM]ANTI[ AFRI[A

Because it is difficult to accurately represent the Earth on a 2-D map, Africa often looks
smaller than it is. Here's how big it really is:

tended to give you and your students
a better understanding of many as-

pects of life in Africa. The series and

teacher’s guide would help to dispel

Despite looking the same size
on a map, Africa is much

some common stereotypes about life e e LT

in Africa today.

Five Physical Maps of Africa: Exploring

and Understanding the Continent To-

How many time Algeria, the
largest African country, can
fit the UK in its borders.

day

For more additional infographics like Size of the biggest countries (in million km?)

the one on the right, click the link!

geograthI imperia“sml religious/ The Democratic Republic
of Congo is almost the
size of Western Europe.

This website provides infographics on 2
cultural diversity, the environment,

and the Slze Of Afrlca M Algeria [ Democratic Rep. of Congo [l Sucan [l Libya Ml cChad [l France Britain



https://www.thirteen.org/wnet/africa/tools/teachersguide.pdf
https://www.tuskphoto.com/physical-map-of-africa/
https://www.tuskphoto.com/physical-map-of-africa/
https://www.tuskphoto.com/physical-map-of-africa/

Africa & The Sustainable Development |-
(SDGs)
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Do you know all 17 SDGs?

The United Nation’s (UN) 17 Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), are a universal call to action to end pov-
erty, protect the planet and ensure that all people enjoy peace and prosperity. This UN-produced video offers

an overview of the intersecting goals that are crucial for achieving a better future on a global scale.

Education In Africa

Of all regions, sub-Saharan Africa has the highest rates of education exclusion. Over one-fifth of children be-
tween the ages of about 6 and 11 are out of school, followed by one-third of youth between the ages of about
12 and 14. According to UIS data, almost 60% of youth between the ages of about 15 and 17 are not in
school. This overview of the status of education in Africa as described by UNESCO offers a look into the chal-

lenges faced regionally and across the continent.

Getting to Equal in Africa: Closing the Gender Gap for Women and Girls

Both positives and negatives exist in gender relations in Africa. For example, Africa has a high rate of female
participation in the labor force, yet a wide gender-based pay gap. Improving education access for women en-
ables them to be economically productive, but market and institutional failures that disproportionately affect

women must be addressed.



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0XTBYMfZyrM
https://uis.unesco.org/en/topic/education-africa
https://blogs.worldbank.org/voices/getting-to-equal-in-africa-closing-the-gap-for-women-and-girls

Africa & The Sustainable Development
Goals (SDGs)

Challenges and Prospects of Africa’s Higher Education (May 3, 2017)

Africa has an estimated 1,650 higher education institutions, many of them facing challenges that require the
intervention of various stakeholders, national governments and development partners in order for the stu-

dents to maximize their learning outcomes and contribute effectively to the workforce.

The Promises and Perils of Africa’s Digital Revolution (Mar 11, 2021)

Emerging technology is having a powerful impact on the security and stability of African states. Yet the digi-
tal revolution’s ultimate legacy will be determined not by technology, but by how it is used. As the continent
recovers from the COVID-19 pandemic, its leaders face a choice between harnessing emerging technology
to improve government effectiveness, increase transparency and foster inclusion, or as a tool of repression,

division, and conflict.

The Space Race Expands: Why African Nations Are Looking Beyond Earth (Apr 15, 2022)

African space projects have faced criticism for possible corruption and the need to prioritize poverty and
illiteracy. However, African nations have been using satellites to address social and economic issues such as
climate change and terrorism as well as to improve agricultural productivity, resource management, and

provide internet connectivity to more Africans. Expansion of the satellite sector could have transformative

effects on African societies, bolstering access to education, employment, basic services, and more.
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https://www.globalpartnership.org/blog/challenges-and-prospects-africas-higher-education
https://www.brookings.edu/techstream/the-promises-and-perils-of-africas-digital-revolution/#:~:text=Across%20the%20African%20continent%2C%20the,%E2%80%9Csmart%20cities%E2%80%9D%20are%20proliferating.
https://hir.harvard.edu/why-african-nations-are-shooting-for-the-stars/
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Addressing Africa’s Infrastructure Challenges

Inadequate infrastructure remains a major obstacle towards Africa achieving its full economic growth po-
tential. With Africa seen as one of the world’s fastest growing economic hubs, meeting the demand for key
infrastructure has been identified as a priority. This translates into exciting opportunities for global inves-
tors who need to look past the traditional Western view of Africa as a homogeneous block, and undertake
the detailed research required to understand the nuances and unique opportunities of each region and each

individual country.

Why We Need to Close The Infrastructure Gap in Sub-Saharan Africa

In the last 25 years Sub-Saharan Africa has made great strides in telecommunications and increasing access
to safe water. The remaining challenges surrounding the lack of or poor infrastructure throughout the con-
tinent, however, continue to highlight the low quality of infrastructure spending in the region. The impact
of public investment on economic growth can be improved if countries implement policies that make public

investment more efficient.



https://www2.deloitte.com/content/dam/Deloitte/global/Documents/Energy-and-Resources/dttl-er-power-addressing-africas-infrastructure-challenges.pdf
https://www.worldbank.org/en/region/afr/publication/why-we-need-to-close-the-infrastructure-gap-in-sub-saharan-africa.
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Solving Africa’s Infrastructure Paradox (Mar 6, 2020)

8o percent of infrastructure projects fail at the feasibility and business-plan stage. This is Africa’s infra-
structure paradox—there is need and availability of funding, together with a large pipeline of potential pro-
jects, but not enough money is being spent. A 2018 report by the Infrastructure Consortium for Africa (ICA)
found that between 2013 and 2017, the average annual funding for infrastructure development in Africa
was $77 billion—double the annual average in the first six years of this century. The rising spend has come
principally from African governments, which accounted for 42 percent of total funding in 2017. Chinese
investment in particular has grown steadily: According to the same ICA report, Chinese infrastructure com-
mitments grew at an average annual rate of 10 percent from 2013 to 2017 and have supported many of Af-
rica’s most ambitious infrastructure developments in recent years. We term this situation “Africa’s infra-
structure paradox”: there is funding, a large pipeline, and a need for spending, but not enough money is
being spent. Potential solutions include improving flow of private sector financing, reallocating govern-

ment financing, and strengthening partnership with international financial institutions.

Africa Leapfrogging: In-

Sub-Saharan Africa, construction
vesting in Innovation, output growth (USS) real, average %
Infrastructure change, 2018-2022

This quick, 3 minute video
summarizes the recent
investments in infrastruc-
ture in SSA. The disrup-
tion is as follows: “Scaling
up local innovation and
local solutions will take
bridging the gap through
infrastructure; distrib-
uting new skills and new
ways of thinking, and let-

ting go of trying to make

Africa conform to the old

patterns of growth and

development. * Source: GlobalData Construction Intelligence Centre



https://www.mckinsey.com/industries/capital-projects-and-infrastructure/our-insights/solving-africas-infrastructure-paradox
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=g974FyM2AS8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=g974FyM2AS8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=g974FyM2AS8
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UNEP: Our Work in Africa

Africa is rich in natural resources ranging from arable land, water, oil, natural gas, minerals, forests and
wildlife. These resources and their economic significance are discussed here in the context of sustainabil-

ity under the supervision of the United Nations Environment Programme.

Mapping Africa’s Natural Resources (Feb 20, 2018)

Rich in oil and natural resources, Africa is the world’s fastest-growing region for foreign direct investment.
It has approximately 30 percent of the earth’s remaining mineral resources. Al Jazeera provides a map of

the continent’s natural resources alongside geographical context and statistics.

Africa's Natural Resources: From Curse to a Blessing (Apr 21, 2017)

The 2017 Tana High-Level Forum on Security in Africa focused on natural resources governance in Africa.
Africa's rich natural resource endowment has long been at the heart of both the continent's many violent
conflicts and its hopes for prosperity. The resources ranging from farmland and forests to the oil reserves,
mineral deposits and its waters have been the subject of endless research, fierce debates, brutal conflicts,
novels, and movies. Learn more about the forum and the impacts of Africa’s natural resources with Hu-

man Rights Watch.

African Natural Resources Center

Africa’s natural resources provide a unique opportunity to foster human and economic development.
However, there are significant obstacles preventing African countries from realizing this potential. First,
there are sustainable development and governance challenges, including environmental problems, deser-
tification, resource conservation, the displacement of communities from traditional lands, a lack of
clear national policy directions, and poor investment decisions and revenue management. Second, weak
institutions lead to poor border controls, a lack of human security, a drop in investment, poor policy choic-

es as well as a decline in biodiversity and formal trade.

4 )

Did You Know?

According to the United Nations, Africa is home to about 30 percent of the world’s mineral re-

serves, 12 percent of the world’s oil and 8 percent of the world’s natural gas reserves.
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https://www.unep.org/regions/africa/our-work-africa
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2018/2/20/mapping-africas-natural-resources
https://www.hrw.org/news/2017/04/21/africas-natural-resources-curse-blessing
https://www.afdb.org/fileadmin/uploads/afdb/Documents/Publications/anrc/AfDB_ANRC_BROCHURE_en.pdf
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Africa's geography has shaped its environment, which in turn has shaped its destiny.
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Access to Water and Sanitation in Sub Saharan Africa

Ongoing unprecedented urbanization and steady economic growth have led to soaring demand while cli-
mate change is putting a squeeze on raw water availability. The urban population is expected to increase
fourfold, to 1.3 billion, by 2050. Only 56% of city-dwellers have access to piped water, down from 67% in
2003, and just 11% to a sewer connection. However, water sector reforms have successfully slowed the de-

cline in water coverage.

Water Shortage in Africa: A 2019 Update

According to predictions reported at the 2012 Conference on Water Scarcity in Africa: Issues and Challeng-
es, by the year 2030 an estimated 75 million to 250 million people in Africa will be living in areas of high wa-

ter stress. Some of the reasons for this crisis include climate change, water pollution, price gouging.



https://www.oecd.org/water/GIZ_2018_Access_Study_Part%20I_Synthesis_Report.pdf
https://thelastwell.org/water-shortage-in-africa-a-2019-update/

STORY OF THE URBAN POOR: KENYA

Kenya’s urban poor are highly vulnerable to food, labor, price and production shocks — putting them in a near constant state of urban emergency. Research from the African Population
and Health Research Center (APHRC) in partnership with Concern Worldwide shows the status of food security, water and sanitation, health, household livelihoods, food and non-food
consumption and expenditures of the urban poor in Kenya. Data was collected from Korogocho, Viwandani, Dandora and Mukuru, 4 slumsin Nairobi; Jericho, alow-income but non-slum
settlement in Nairobi, and Nyalenda and Obunga slums in Kisumu between March 2011 and September 2012. Figures comparing only Korogocho and Viwandani are based on all 5
rounds of data collection. Figures comparing all 6 areas are based only on data collected in September 2012.
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Center (APHRQ) in partnership with Concern Worldwide.
This work was made possible through the generous support of the American people through the USAID Office of Foreign Disaster Assistance (OFDA).
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4 Factors Driving the Water and Sanitation Crisis in Africa (Oct 7, 2019)

Of the 783 million people who are without access to clean water, 40% live in sub-Saharan Africa, and more
than 320 million people lack access to safe drinking water. It is reported that 115 people in Africa die every
hour from diseases linked to poor sanitation, poor hygiene, and contaminated water. In Africa, especially
sub-Saharan Africa, more than a quarter of the population spends more than half an hour per trip to collect
water. The task of fetching water tends to fall on women, and this burden can also prevent girls from at-
tending school. Some of the reasons for this include a gap between rural and urban areas as well as dispro-

portionate aid to already well-off areas, natural disasters and armed conflict.

COVID-19: Solving Africa’s Water Crisis is More Urgent Than Ever (Apr 30, 2020)

The World Health Organization’s number one recommended protective measure against the coronavirus is
to wash hands frequently with soap. Ensuring the availability of safe water for all is clearly vital to keep up
the fight against the spread of COVID-19 and future pandemics. Solutions include increasing investment in

water resources and re-purposing wastewater.

Sub-Saharan Africa Faces Grave Hunger Challenges In 2020: UN food Relief Agency (Dec 31, 2019)

“At the dawn of the next decade, a new World Food Programme (WFP) forecast of global hunger hotspots
has revealed that escalating hunger will challenge sub-Saharan Africa in the first half of 2020.” Regional
drought, extreme weather conditions brought about by climate change, and regional instability, have all
contributed to food scarcity in the sub-Saharan region, leaving millions food insecure and in dire need of

assistance.



https://www.globalcitizen.org/en/content/water-and-sanitation-crisis-sub-saharan-africa/#:~:text=Floods%20and%20drought%20are%20the,and%20denies%20communities%20water%20supplies
https://blogs.worldbank.org/nasikiliza/covid-19-solving-africas-water-crisis-more-urgent-ever
https://news.un.org/en/story/2019/12/1054571
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Protecting Food Security in Africa During COVID-19 (May 14, 2020)

According to the Food and Agriculture Organization, 239 million people in the region were undernourished
as of 2018. Most African countries rely heavily on food imports—the region imported more than 4o million
tons of cereals in 2018—which makes the region especially vulnerable to the export bans that a few major
food exporters have imposed in the wake of COVID-19. In the long term, it's critical that countries take the
steps to build resilient, climate-smart, and competitive food systems. In Kenya, digital technologies are
being leveraged through ongoing partnerships with 15 AgTech startups to transform the delivery of inputs,
soil testing, crop insurance, credit, extension advice, and market linkages. Projects like these can enable
farmers to overcome temporary COVID-related constraints and ensure better targeting and more effective

service delivery, especially in remote areas, over the long run.

South Africa: Economy Runs on Water

For more information, click the link!

BREAKING: ECONOMY RUNS ON WATER

Water from 8% of South Africa’s land supports 64 % of its economy.

Land area includes Lesotho and Swaziland. Economy is South Africa only.

ECOSYSTE Ms mew Statistics sourced from the literature.

info@ecosystems.me 2018 the real macaw



https://www.brookings.edu/blog/africa-in-focus/2020/05/14/protecting-food-security-in-africa-during-covid-19/
https://ecosystems.me/stories/south-africa-water-economy/
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Good and Inclusive Governance is Imperative for Africa’s Future (Jan 8, 2020)

Many Sub-Saharan countries have been able to reform their government and stabilize their nations. Leaders in
improving governance include countries like Kenya, Morocco, and Cote d'lvoire, all of whom have significantly
changed and improved the structure of governance. However, the region still has a long way to go, with many
more countries still plagued with corrupt governments, dictatorships, corruption, and ongoing violence that

prevents the much-needed reforms in government and country leadership.

A Governance Divided for Sub-Saharan Africa? (Jan 11, 2019)

“Countries in Sub-Saharan Africa (SSA) tend to lag those in most other regions in terms of governance and per-
ceptions of corruption. Weak governance undermines economic performance through various channels, includ-
ing deficiencies in government functions and distortions to economic incentives. It thus stands to reason that
SSA countries could strengthen their economic performance by improving governance and reducing corrup-
tion. This paper estimates that strengthening governance and mitigating corruption in the region could be as-
sociated with large growth dividends in the long run. While the process would take considerable time and
effort, moving the average SSA country governance level to the global average could increase the region’s GDP

per capita growth by about 1-2 percentage points.”



https://www.brookings.edu/research/good-and-inclusive-governance-is-imperative-for-africas-future/
https://www.imf.org/en/Publications/WP/Issues/2019/01/11/A-Governance-Dividend-for-Sub-Saharan-Africa-45871
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Sub-Saharan Africa

“Since the Institute conducted its first program in Sub-Saharan Africa in the mid-1980s, the majority of
African nations with closed political systems have adopted principles of democratic governance. In many
of the countries still governed by authoritarian and semi-authoritarian regimes, political space has
opened. But Africa remains a continent of stark political and socio-economic contrasts and many
longstanding challenges, including debt, ethnic divisions, environmental disasters, poverty, and HIV/
AIDS. Autocratic regimes, civil strife, corruption, weak institutions, and unresponsive political systems
continue to undermine reform efforts in a handful of countries.” This is an interactive resource that pro-

vides an overview of the governing bodies for all countries in Sub-Saharan Africa.

What’s Happening to Democracy in Africa? (May 26, 2021)

A democratic decline, accelerated by the COVID-19 pandemic, is underway in sub-Saharan Africa. More
Africans live under fully or partially authoritarian states today than at most points in the last two decades.
Even before the pandemic, an increasing number of African heads of state had moved to undermine term
limits or rig elections to remain in power. But COVID-19 has given them greater leverage, providing further
pretext for postponing elections in Somalia and Ethiopia, muzzling opposition figures in Uganda and Tan-

zania, and imposing restrictions on media across the continent.

Healing the Nation: Seeking Truth and Justice in South Africa and Rwanda

In the aftermath of violence and oppression, nations face the dilemma of confronting past suffering while
also rebuilding and preventing future injustice. In the wake of apartheid in South Africa and genocide in
Rwanda, both societies developed legal, political, and cultural campaigns meant to expose and record op-
pression and violence while attempting to restore the wounded nations. This podcast episode focuses on

pain and hope that are built into campaigns for politica/social truth, justice, and reconciliation.



https://www.ndi.org/sub-saharan-africa
https://www.cfr.org/article/whats-happening-democracy-africa
https://primarysource.org/podcasts/episode-8-healing-the-nation-seeking-truth-and-justice-in-south-africa-and-rwanda/
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China in Africa (Jul 12, 2017)

As an expanding economy, China is trying to secure its energy resources by turning to Africa for investment.
China’s second-largest source of crude imports after the Middle East is Africa, from which it receives 1.4 mil-
lion barrels per day, or 22 percent. In its quest to secure energy, Beijing pitches vast trade, assistance, and
investment deals on frequent trips to resource-rich countries, and retains an almost unparalleled ability to
provide low-cost financing and cheap labor for infrastructure projects. There have been both positive and
negative responses from the African people to China’s investment in Africa. Some experts view China's in-

vestment as a geopolitical move to gain support for contentious political issues like Taiwan.

China’s Engagement with Africa: Foundations for an Alternative Governance Regime (May 1, 2020)

This staff research report commissioned by the United States-China Economic and Security Review Commis-
sion details China's approach towards their relationship with Africa. Evolving from their interactions during
the Cold War and focusing on ideologically-similar countries, China’s involvement ranges from political to

technological influence.

Behind China's Influence in Africa (Apr 8, 2020)

A quick two-minute video that explains the extent of which China’s influence exists in Africa and some of the

reasons behind why China is investing heavily in African nations.

China’s Infrastructure Footprint in Africa

China is presently involved in infrastructure project in 35 African countries. A concentration of projects is to
be found in Angola, Nigeria and the Sudan. However, China is planning a new range of projects in other
countries, especially in the DRC. The country’s activities have been divided fairly evenly among two main
sectors: power generation (especially hydropower), and transport (especially railroads), followed by ICT sec-

tor (mainly equipment supply). Water projects attracted the least amount of activity.



https://www.cfr.org/backgrounder/china-africa
https://www.uscc.gov/sites/default/files/2020-05/Chinas_Engagement_Africa.pdf
https://www.uscc.gov/sites/default/files/2020-05/Chinas_Engagement_Africa.pdf
https://www.cfr.org/explainer-video/behind-chinas-influence-africa
https://www.ide.go.jp/English/Data/Africa_file/Manualreport/cia_10.html
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Linkages between China and Sub-Saharan Africa (Jun 2015)

China surpassed the United States to become the region’s largest trading partner in 2009; in 2013, trade
flows with China accounted for 22 percent of the region’s total trade with the rest of the world. Although
partly driven by growing business opportunities in Africa, the shift toward manufacturing is also indicative
of Chinese firms’ efforts to develop global value chains as domestic labor costs increase relative to lower-
cost Africa. Indirect spillovers from growth in China have also been significant, especially for resource ex-
porters. Drummond and Liu (2013) report that a 1 percentage point increase in China’s domestic invest-
ment growth is associated with an average 0.6 percentage point increase in SSA export growth, with a

larger impact on resource-rich countries, especially oil exporters.

Assessing the Risks of Chinese Investment in Sub-Saharan African Ports (Jun 4, 2019)

Sub-Saharan African ports play an integral role in Beijing’s Belt and Road Initiative (BRI), the sprawling net-
work of Chinese infrastructure projects linking China with Europe, East Africa, and Southeast Asia. There
are signs that Beijing plans to use these port investments to increase its military and political reach. The
various Chinese entities driving African port development have deep ties to Beijing. At least six of the ports
captured within this data were also visited by Chinese naval vessels or are dual-use civilian-military ports.
Seven of the eleven ports operated by Chinese entities are deep-water, opening the possibility for larger

commercial, but also military, vessels to dock.

Looking Forward: US-Africa Relations (Mar 26, 2019)

In 2000, the U.S., France, and Italy were Africa’s top three trading partners, in that order. In 2017, the top
three trading partners were China, India, and France. The U.S. still has the largest amount of foreign direct
investment in Africa as of 2016, but that U.S. investment has barely increased since 2010. U.S. will benefit
from leveraging USAID's regional trade and investment hubs more to strengthen U.S. commercial engage-

ment on the continent, and from a high-level White House coordinator for U.S. commercial policy in Africa.

/ Did you know? \

There are at least 46 existing or planned port projects in sub-Saharan Africa,

which are funded, built, and or operated by Chinese entities. Chinese invest-
ment was present in roughly 17 percent of the 172 sub-Saharan African ports
captured in the 2017 World Port Index.8 These ports are positioned along each
coast, providing Chinese access to main maritime routes and chokepoints.
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https://www.worldbank.org/content/dam/Worldbank/GEP/GEP2015b/Global-Economic-Prospects-June-2015-China-and-Sub-Saharan-Africa.pdf
https://www.csis.org/analysis/assessing-risks-chinese-investments-sub-saharan-african-ports
https://www.brookings.edu/testimonies/looking-forward-us-africa-relations/

Expanding Chinese Influence
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In Africa, China is the News (Auqg 13, 2019)

China has been aggressively pursuing the African telecommunications and media market, increasing their
electronic presence in over 30 countries. China is not only increasing their media companies in Africa but in-
vesting in African media companies. Much of this media is being monitored with close ties to the Chinese
government, mainly pushing pro-China rhetoric and censoring controversial material such as cancelling a col-
umn on Chinese Uighur Muslims in Xinjiang. “Incidents like this combined with the heavy subsidization of its
own content and other investments indicate the seriousness with which China takes its penetration into Afri-

can media, not merely as a commercial endeavor but also as an instrument of state policy.”

Coronavirus Ends China's Honeymoon in Africa (Apr 16, 2020)

The Coronavirus pandemic has begun to cause rifts in the Sino-African relationship, initiated by the treatment
of African citizens living in China and China’s unwillingness to provide debt relief for the year. At the onset of
Covid-19, Africans and people of African descent in Beijing and the Guangzhou region were forcibly removed
and sometimes evicted from their homes and required to take Covid-19 testing immediately. Additionally,
China has refused to suspend loan payments creating further tensions between African diplomats and Sino
relations. Though these incidents may not seriously alter their trading relationship, some diplomats believe

that there could be long-lasting damage in the future.

China in Africa Is More Than a Land Grab (Apr 27, 2020)

The presence of COVID-19 in Africa has provided China with a vital opportunity to obtain further economic
strongholds in the region. With SSA facing a recession as well as a lack of resources to face the current pan-
demic, their largest trading partner is putting a freeze on debt payments as well as providing tests, ventila-
tors and protective equipment. However, their recently philanthropic efforts are still questionable with acts of

discrimination against Africans in China plastered across social media.



https://foreignpolicy.com/2019/08/13/in-africa-china-is-the-news/
https://www.politico.com/news/2020/04/16/coronavirus-china-africa-191444
https://www.bloomberg.com/opinion/articles/2020-04-27/china-s-coronavirus-aid-to-africa-will-build-political-support
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China in Africa: Implications of a Deepening Relationship

Many researchers fail to highlight the cooperative nature between Sino-African relations, rather focusing
on and critiquing Chinese soft power. African officials welcome the Chinese investments that have helped
improve infrastructure, increased economic activity, created new roads, rail and bridges. Due to China be-
ing a fellow developing country, African nations have placed a higher trust in their motivations rather than
Western nations. Nevertheless, there are still a number of African officials who are critical of Chinese in-
volvement that is taking advantage of African governments, creating poor labour/working conditions, and

promoting detrimental environmental practices.

The US-China Trade Rivalry is Underway in Africa, and Washington is Playing Catch-Up (Oct g9, 2019)

China has become Africa’s number one trading partner, an incredible feat for all 55 countries in Africa to all
consistently have China as their number one. From 2002 to 2019, the total value of all Chinese investments
and construction in Africa is estimated to be $2 trillion and counting. While trade has been increasing with
Chinese investors, trade with the United States has been steadily declining. This is partially due to the de-
creased investments in crude oil from Africa and the limited variety of goods the United States exports to
Africa. In comparison, China has been able to export a wide variety of goods that caters to a diverse range

of income levels rather than the high market prices for cars, machinery, and airplanes from the US.
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https://www.rand.org/pubs/research_briefs/RB9760.html
https://www.cnbc.com/2019/10/09/the-us-china-trade-rivalry-is-underway-in-africa.html

Impacts of COVID-19
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Africa's Response to Covid-19 (Apr 21, 2020)

Fifty-six percent of the urban population is packed into slums. Fifty-six percent of the urban population. And
the urban population is now almost half of the total population and a large percentage of Africans are out-
side the modern economy altogether. They are in the informal economy, where the essential ingredient is

face-to-face contact.

3 Ways Covid-19 Could Actually Spark A Better Future for Africa (May 11, 220)

In 2001, African leaders pledged to invest around 15% of their budgets in health. By 2020, only five countries
have fulfilled this promise. No one doubts today that the health sector in Africa will be strengthened by
COVID-19. There are decisions that can no longer be postponed. The vast majority of African countries, after
COVID-19, will have to put in place social protection systems to mitigate the suffering of the continent's
most disadvantaged. Kenya and Equatorial Guinea offer excellent examples. The continent’s poor pharma-
ceutical capacity has been a source of amazement to locals and foreigners alike. Bangladesh, a poorer coun-
try than many African countries, produces 97% of the national demand for medicines, in contrast to Africa
which is almost 100% dependent on imports. This last note has triggered another debate: the necessary in-

dustrialization of Africa, to transform and add value to the continent's vast and valuable raw materials.



https://www.cfr.org/conference-calls/africas-response-covid-19
https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2020/05/africa-response-covid19-lasting-benefits/
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Impacts of COVID-19

Reopening and Reimagining Africa (May 29, 2020)

The economies of Sub-Saharan countries have been devastated by the ongoing lockdown due to Covid-
19. Due to the negative impact on the economy, many countries have begun the process of reopening
certain sectors. However, this can be a chance for Sub-Saharan countries to improve and develop a new
economic structure. This article provides ideas on how to restructure reopening in a way that will encour-

age economic growth while also protecting and safequarding workers from infection.

COVID-19 and Africa: Socio-Economic Implications and Policy Responses (May 7, 2020)

The Coronavirus pandemic has various implications that evolve beyond health risks. With the involve-
ment of China as a lending partner possibly dissipating, a shrink in demand for goods by the OECD and
the European Union due to lockdown measures, as well as supply-shock impacting African domestic and
trans-continental trade will lead to an upset in socio-economic stability. Focusing on policy measures that
include job search aid and security, better health infrastructure, and more economic measures will help

prevent drastic events from occurring in the current crisis.

Policy Brief: Impact of COVID-19 on Africa (May 20, 2020)

The UN details the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic in Africa as surprisingly optimistic, as case numbers
were initially lower than before. Nevertheless, caution needs to be taken, with possible future deaths
numbering in the hundred-thousands in the first year alone, with severe socio-economic catastrophes
ensuing. Various key topics are highlighted, including health, food security, peace and security and hu-

man rights, and the reports ends with suggested directions to help in recovery.

Impact of Covid-19 on Children’s Education in Africa (Aug 26, 2020)

The impact of Covid-19 has significantly affected students K-12 in Sub-Saharan Africa, especially those
who were already disadvantaged and at risk from being excluded. From 57 interviews conducted with
children and parents in nine different countries, HRW finds that many children are receiving no education
with school closures. If schools are still open teachers are not coming, not giving lessons, or providing
very little instruction on a smaller range of topics. Distance learning has become difficult for many stu-
dents and families who live in rural areas, do not have access to computers, internet, radio, or television.
Additionally, some schools are still requiring families to pay fees during the closure and threatening fami-
lies by rejecting next year’s student enrollment. This article provides an overview of all the various ways

students have been affected by Covid-19 through their own testimonies.



https://www.mckinsey.com/featured-insights/middle-east-and-africa/reopening-and-reimagining-africa
https://www.oecd.org/coronavirus/policy-responses/covid-19-and-africa-socio-economic-implications-and-policy-responses-96e1b282/#:~:text=The%20coronavirus%2Drelated%20knock%20to,from%203.8%25%20to%202.8%25.&text=Africa's%20GDP%20growth%20is%20expected,%25%
https://unsdg.un.org/sites/default/files/2020-05/Policy-brief-Impact-of-COVID-19-in-Africa.pdf
https://www.hrw.org/news/2020/08/26/impact-covid-19-childrens-education-africa
https://www.hrw.org/news/2020/08/26/impact-covid-19-childrens-education-africa
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Population Growth

Africa 2050: Demographic Truth and Consequences (Jan 14, 2019)

“Africa is enormously varied. About the only firm statement one can make is that Africa will be the most demo-
graphically dynamic continent in the world in this century. It will also be the source of virtually all labor force
growth in the world, and by far the youngest region, in the 21st century. This paper will lay out the main aspects
of Africa’s population dynamics in the coming decades, focusing on trends in mortality, fertility, population

growth, labor force growth, and urbanization.”

Population Growth: A Ticking Time Bomb for Sub-Saharan Africa?

An ever increasing population in sub-Saharan Africa is projected to double by 2036. Quickly diminishing re-
sources can exasperate issues like hunger and famine, increasing numbers of poor and uneducated youth, and
increased potential for conflict and civil war. The hope for this region is to invest in their human labour: stimulat-
ing economic growth through an educated workforce by emphasizing gender equality and universal primary edu-

cation.

Africa’s Population Will Double By 2050 (Mar 26, 2020)

By 2050, Nigeria is forecast to have 400m people, meaning it will overtake the United States as the world’s third-
most-populous country. Most experts agree that, if it continues at its current growth rate, like Nigeria, Africa’s
population will double by 2050. a few things have a stronger influence over fertility rates than education. There
is, however, a 20-year lag between changes in education and changes in fertility, so improvements in schooling
since the early 2000s are only beginning to be seen. Falling birth rates, when accompanied by rising literacy, can
help kick-start growth, too. Economists reckon that up to a third of East Asia’s economic miracle can be attribut-
ed to its “"demographic dividend”, or improvement in the ratio between the number of working-age people and

that of children and pensioners.



https://www.hoover.org/research/africa-2050-demographic-truth-and-consequences
https://unu.edu/news/population-growth-a-ticking-time-bomb-for-sub-saharan-africa.html
https://www.economist.com/special-report/2020/03/26/africas-population-will-double-by-2050

Population Growth

Africa’s Population Boom: Burden or Opportunity

With the working age population in Africa becoming relatively larger to the economically dependent population

economic stability ensues with this new idealized demographic ratio. Sub-Saharan countries such as Nigeria are

slowly moving towards this ratio with their fertility rate expected to decline from 5.4 children per childbearing

woman in 2017 to 4.4 children in 2035. While this decline suggests a positive and more stable economic future,

the ratio is not expected to reach an ideal point until the 2080s’. Despite having the youngest population in the

world even until 2035, Sub-Saharan African countries face high fertility rates, high death rates, and increased

life expectancy which culminate in the delaying of the ideal demographic ratio.
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https://issafrica.org/amp/iss-today/africas-population-boom-burden-or-opportunity
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Population Growth

Figures of the Week: Africa’s Growing Youth Population and Human Capital Investments (Sep 20,

2018)

The report states that by 2050, 86 percent of the world’s extreme poor will live in sub-Saharan Africa, nota-

bly amplified by population growth. by 2050 Africa’s young population, i.e., those aged between o and 24
years old, will increase by nearly 5o percent. The report states that investing in human capital has been piv-
otal in the prosperity of emerging economies and urges African countries to seriously consider bolstering
human capital investments; estimates state that GDP per capita will see a 39 percent increase by 2050, if
human capital investment remain unchanged, said investments—specifically those in health and educa-

tion—can trigger an 88 percent increase in GDP per capita, by 2050.

Human Development and Dependencies on the Earth (Jun 7, 2017)

‘People and the Earth: International cooperation for the Sustainable Development Goals in 23 infographics

delivers a storyboard of human-nature interdependency, using visual representations to communicate
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https://www.brookings.edu/blog/africa-in-focus/2018/09/20/figures-of-the-week-africas-growing-youth-population-and-human-capital-investments/
https://www.pbl.nl/en/publications/people-and-the-earth
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Perception of Health Care Among SSA (Nov 7, 2017)

“The health of people in sub-Saharan Africa is a major global concern. However, data are weak, and little is
known about how people in the region perceive their health or their health care. We used data from the Gal-
lup World Poll in 2012 to document sub-Saharan Africans’ perceived health status, their satisfaction with
health care, their contact with medical professionals, and the priority they attach to health care. In compari-
son to other regions of the world, sub-Saharan Africa has the lowest ratings for well-being and the lowest sat-
isfaction with health care. It also has the second lowest perception of personal health, after only the former
Soviet Union and its satellites. HIV prevalence is positively correlated with perceived improvements in health
care in countries with high prevalence. This is consistent with an improvement in at least some health care
services as a result of the largely aid-funded rollout of antiretroviral treatment. Even so, sub-Saharan Africans
do not prioritize health care as a matter of policy, although donors are increasingly shifting their aid efforts in

sub-Saharan Africa toward health.”

African Regional Health Report

"The Health of the People is the first report to focus on the health of the 738 million people living in the Afri-
can Region of the World Health Organization. While acknowledging that Africa confronts the world's most
dramatic public health crisis, the report offers hope that over time the region can address the health challeng-

es it faces, given sufficient international support.”



https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC5674528/
https://www.who.int/bulletin/africanhealth/en/
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Lack of Medicine Available

“Approximately 1.6 million Africans died of malaria, tuberculosis and HIV-related illnesses in 2015. These
diseases can be prevented or treated with timely access to appropriate and affordable medicines, vac-
cines and other health services. But less than 2% of drugs consumed in Africa are produced on the conti-
nent, meaning that many sick patients do not have access to locally produced drugs and may not afford

to buy the imported ones.”

Healthcare Systems in SSA

“There exists a continuously growing health care gap between Africa and the rest of the world. Sub-
Saharan Africa (SSA) accounts for 11% of the world’s population and bears 24% of the global disease bur-
den. A total pipeline of up to $25-$30 billion is scheduled to be invested to address the need for
healthcare assets such as hospitals, clinics and warehouse distribution in SSA. There have been major
strides to alleviate the disease burden on the population of those affected as well as improve patient care.
These have been limited to a number of Sub-Saharan African countries and therefore need to be imple-

mented more widely within the region.”

Covid-19 in Sub-Saharan Africa (May 21, 2020)

Quick twenty minute podcast describing some of the issues and challenges of containing the Covid-19

pandemicin SSA

Health Systems in Sub-Saharan Africa

Thirty minute lecture from Irene Agyepong, Professor of Health Policy, Planning, and Management from

4 )

the University of Ghana School of Public Health.

Fun Fact:
Research and Remedies: Africa’s History of Health 47 nations of the WHO's Afri-
and Healing ca region were certified to be free of the polio

. . . . virus as of August 2020!
Africa has long been associated with disease and

iliness, at the expense of widespread recognition \ )

of the continent’s history with healing and medicine. In this podcast episode, the hosts examine
the associations with Africa and disease while also recognizing the innovations that are owed to

the continent.



https://www.un.org/africarenewal/magazine/december-2016-march-2017/dying-lack-medicines
https://postgraduate.ias.unu.edu/upp/wp-content/uploads/2016/07/5_Zekeng_article.pdf
https://podcasts.google.com/feed/aHR0cHM6Ly9mZWVkcy5idXp6c3Byb3V0LmNvbS84NjE4NjgucnNz/episode/QnV6enNwcm91dC0zODU1MTM0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FuN-oxY14Tc
https://soundcloud.com/whatteachersneedtoknow/wtntk-africa-ep-12-research-and-remedies-africas-history-of-health-and-healing?utm_source=clipboard&utm_campaign=wtshare&utm_medium=widget&utm_content=https%253A%252F%252Fsoundcloud.com%252Fwhatteachersneedtokn
https://soundcloud.com/whatteachersneedtoknow/wtntk-africa-ep-12-research-and-remedies-africas-history-of-health-and-healing?utm_source=clipboard&utm_campaign=wtshare&utm_medium=widget&utm_content=https%253A%252F%252Fsoundcloud.com%252Fwhatteachersneedtokn

Reorienting Africa in the Classroom | %8

Africa’s Agricultural Potential

Interactive website that provides videos and articles on the potential of increasing sustainable farming in

Africa. It also examines issues like water scarcity, gender inequality, food security, and climate change.

Eradicating Hunger through the African Orphan Crops Consortium (Feb 19, 2020)

e The African Orphan Crops Consortium is an African-led, international consortium founded in 2011 with the
goal of sequencing, assembling and annotating 101 African orphan crops. The Consortium was approved by
African heads of state at the African Union Assembly and is led by the New Partnership for Africa’s Devel-

opment (NEPAD).

Why We're Overdue to Know the Brilliance of Africa’s Civilizations (Feb 27, 2017)

e Archeologists and scholars are learning more about Africa than ever before, from the digitization of records
and the unearthing of ancient treasures. Audie Cornish talks with Henry Louis Gates Jr. of Harvard University
about Africa’s rich but overlooked history and how his six-part PBS series “Africa’s Great Civilizations” took

shape.

Reorienting Africa in the Classroom—Asynchronous Series, World Affairs Council—Seattle
This Asynchronous Series was created in Canvas and consists of 10 short videos and activities that teachers will be able

to access and complete (at their own pace) beginning December 1st, 2022 2023. Countries highlighted in the series

include Senegal, Ghana, Kenya, Zambia, Malawi, Ethiopia, Morocco, Sudan, and South Sudan.



https://farmingfirst.org/africanag/
https://www.foreststreesagroforestry.org/news-article/eradicating-hunger-through-the-african-orphan-crops-consortium-2/
http://africanorphancrops.org/
https://www.pbs.org/newshour/show/overdue-know-brilliance-africas-civilizations
https://www.world-affairs.org/event/new-asynchronous-series-reorienting-africa-in-the-classroom-an-introduction-to-the-modern-african-state/
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High School Resources

Boston University's African Studies Center has put together a number of resources for High School Teachers
and students including interactive class activities, lesson plans, resources guides, etc. to provide a holistic

overview of the challenges and successes solving some of the continent's most pressing issues.

Exploring Africa

The Exploring Africa! The curriculum is divided into units, modules, and learning activities. Each unit covers a
major topic or theme in the study of Africa, which is then divided into thematic, disciplinary, regional, or
country modules. Each module consists of learning activities, which are each aligned to the Common Core

State Standards. The learning activities in each module vary in length of time needed for completion.

Lesson Plan and Curriculum Resources - Kansas African Studies Center

KASC has a collection of K-12 lesson plans available upon request that were created by teachers for teachers.
Teachers can bring African culture to their classrooms through hands-on art projects to mock traveling activi-
ties to engaging discussion. All of the activities in the lesson plans in the catalog can be replicated in the

classroom, and any pedagogical materials can be requested from the center

Global Africa: Exploring the African Presence in the World (2019)

Africa and its diaspora, have often been presented as distinct groups, separated by oceans that have had only sporadic
contacts during brief historical moments. UNESCO, in line with the elaboration of the General History of Africa, seeks to

challenge this binary and simplistic perspective of relations with the idea global Africa, as highlighted by this video.



http://www.bu.edu/africa/outreach/teachingresources/high/
http://exploringafrica.matrix.msu.edu/curriculum/
https://kasc.ku.edu/lesson-plan-and-curriculum-resources
https://www.unesco.org/archives/multimedia/document-4874

Photo Bibliography

Learning Objectives

https://furtherafrica.com/2022/07/30/the-top-10-most-developed-cities-in-africa/

The African Continent

https://education.nationalgeographic.org/resource/africa-physical-geography/#undefined

https://static.nationalgeographic.co.uk/files/styles/image 3200/public/23897 o.webp?

w=1190&h=894

https://www.cia.gov/the-world-factbook/maps/nga-africa-population-distribution/

https://i.quim.co.uk/img/media/b533c3a7ao72dcddfczd18fo1ef7d7cied437898/75 0 1525 915/ mas

ter/a525.jpg?width=1300&quality=45&dpr=2&s=none

https://cdn.britannica.com/53/5353-004-E788F486.jpg

History, Background and Culture

https://www.brinknews.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/03/Gettylmages-153937471.ipg

https://images-na.ssl-images-amazon.com/images/l/81G6UnoMjyL.jpg

https://www.tuskphoto.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/11/Environmental-Africa-768x1066.png

https://cdn.britannica.com/95/215095-004-4C3F4600.ipg

https://ichef.bbci.co.uk/news/q76/cpsprodpb/13CC7/production/ 98559018 - calamyoneuseonlyber

linconference.jpg.webp

https://cdn.theatlantic.com/media/mt/international/assets c/2011/07/gpz%20july11%20p-thumb-

600%x300-56849.jpg

https://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/wp-content/uploads/2015/12/english SDG

Quality Education



https://furtherafrica.com/2022/07/30/the-top-10-most-developed-cities-in-africa/
https://www.brinknews.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/03/GettyImages-153937471.jpg
https://images-na.ssl-images-amazon.com/images/I/81G6Un0MjyL.jpg

Photo Bibliography

Infrastructure

https://www.theguardian.com/world/2016/jul/30/africa-a-day-in-the-digital-life

https://www.unicef.org/seneqal/sites/unicef.org.seneqal/files/styles/press release feature/

public/lUNo0538979 0.jpg?itok=x-gfuEsx

Impact of Covid-19

https://images.theconversation.com/files/337340/original/file-20200525-106866-124x64gv.jpg?ixlib=rb-

1.1.0&q=45&auto=format&w=926&fit=clip

https://news.cgtn.com/news/3441444€794d544€7945544d3349544€3459444131457a6333566d54/

imqg/87bo26b24dc74f22bd6d25a7b20a94ff/87bo26b24dc74f22bd6d25a7b20a94ff.ipg

https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/styles/report-large/public/resources-pdf-

previews/1516862-EXTERNAL-%20ESA%20Covid-19%20Regional%2odashboard 5.12.2020.png?i
tok=xRQGLhhJ

Population Growth

https://globaladvocacyafrica.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/12/AFRICAN-CHILD-2-960x640.ipg

https://www.brookings.edu/wp-content/uploads/2018/09/09.20.18-FOTW-figure-1.png

https://www.dni.gov/files/images/globalTrends/graphs/16-13161 Nigeria_Trends Web.jpg

https://cdn.statcdn.com/Infographic/images/normal/2654.jpeq

Healthcare

https://blogs.worldbank.org/sites/default/files/styles/hero/public/2020-04/Ndop%20District%

20Hospital%20in%20Bamenda%2C%20Cameroon.%20%20Dominic%20Chavez%2o0the%20Global%

20Financing%2oFacility.jpg?itok=hgXCyywq

https://image.isu.pub/150810144312-e39051d53c496c2020f41f8b7578894a/ipg/page 1.ipg

https://www.odi.org/sites/odi.org.uk/files/lightbox-images |

ebola_infographic 1 private vs government expenditure.jpg

Reimagining Africa

https://www.oecd.org/media/oecdorg/directorates/developmentcentre/2017/Dynamics-infog-chapter

-1-EN-800x1098.png



https://images.theconversation.com/files/337340/original/file-20200525-106866-124x6gv.jpg?ixlib=rb-1.1.0&q=45&auto=format&w=926&fit=clip
https://images.theconversation.com/files/337340/original/file-20200525-106866-124x6gv.jpg?ixlib=rb-1.1.0&q=45&auto=format&w=926&fit=clip
https://globaladvocacyafrica.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/12/AFRICAN-CHILD-2-960x640.jpg
https://www.brookings.edu/wp-content/uploads/2018/09/09.20.18-FOTW-figure-1.png
https://blogs.worldbank.org/sites/default/files/styles/hero/public/2020-04/Ndop%20District%20Hospital%20in%20Bamenda%2C%20Cameroon.%20%20Dominic%20Chavez%20the%20Global%20Financing%20Facility.jpg?itok=h9XCyyw9
https://blogs.worldbank.org/sites/default/files/styles/hero/public/2020-04/Ndop%20District%20Hospital%20in%20Bamenda%2C%20Cameroon.%20%20Dominic%20Chavez%20the%20Global%20Financing%20Facility.jpg?itok=h9XCyyw9
https://blogs.worldbank.org/sites/default/files/styles/hero/public/2020-04/Ndop%20District%20Hospital%20in%20Bamenda%2C%20Cameroon.%20%20Dominic%20Chavez%20the%20Global%20Financing%20Facility.jpg?itok=h9XCyyw9

