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How to Use This Guide

.“ Visual Media (

GLOBAL CLASSROOM WANTS TO KNOW
HOW YOU HAVE USED THIS RESOURCE
PACKET IN YOUR CLASSROOM!

. EMAIL GC@WORLD-AFFAIRS.ORG
Charts/Graphs/Infographics
AND TELL US YOUR STORY!

‘2 Audio/Podcast

Lesson Plans/Activities \ )

A .—'
GIoba]Llassroom

BRINGING'THE WORLD INTO THE m

i

Users can explore additional resources by clicking on any image or graphic throughout

the guide, which will direct them to dedicated landing pages. These pages provide val-

vable materials for use in presentations or curriculum development.
Click on the image above to discover more about the Global Classroom Program!

If you haven't already, SUBSCRIBE to our Global Classroom Bi-Weekly Newsletter for updates

on our upcoming programs, professional development and virtual opportunities for teachers and

students.

Interested in becoming a member of the World Affairs Council—Seattle? Please learn more

about our K-12 Educator Memberships today!

Follow us on Instagram & TikTok @wacglobalconnectionsclub
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Outlining Standards

A Note on Learning Standards Presented in this Guide
Three sets of standards have been linked to each of the learning objectives in this packet. The Washington State K-12
Social Studies Learning Standards and the accompanying Grade Level Requirements are the social studies standards for

WA State.

The College, Career, & Civic Life C3 Framework for Social Studies State Standards are the standards published by the
National Council for the Social Studies. Guiding the packet as a whole is the Framework for Global Learning created by the
Asia Society and the Council of Chief State School Officers titled Educating for Global Competence: Preparing Our Youth
to Engage the World (2011).

Cross-objective standards are listed at the beginning of the packet, and content-specific standards can be found after each

learning objective.

The standards provided have been selected for relevance, but are not exclusive: many other standards, such as Common
Core, may be applicable to the resources and learning objectives identified in this packet. The intention for this packet's
organization is to provide educators with an idea of resources available and possible uses for resources. Users should feel

free to create their own learning objectives and to select resources according to the specific needs of their classrooms.

The student understands and applies reasoning skills to conduct research, deliberate, and form and evaluate positions

through the processes of reading, writing, and communicating.

WASHINGTON STATE K-12 SOCIAL STUDIES LEARNING STANDARDS
There are five EALRs in Social Studies, one for each of the discipline areas: civics, economics, geography, and history, and

a fifth for social studies skills.

(1) Social Studies EALR 1: CIVICS

The student understands and applies knowledge of government, law, politics, and the nation’s fundamental documents to
make decisions about local, national, and international issues and to demonstrate thoughtful, participatory citizenship.

(2) Social Studies EALR 2: ECONOMICS

The student applies understanding of economic concepts and systems to analyze decision-making and the interactions
between individuals, households, businesses, governments, and societies.

(3) Social Studies EALR 3: GEOGRAPHY

The student uses a spatial perspective to make reasoned decisions by applying the concepts of location, region, and move-
ment and demonstrating knowledge of how geographic features and human cultures impact environments.

(4) Social Studies EALR 4: HISTORY

The student understands and applies knowledge of historical thinking, chronology, eras, turning points, major ideas, indi-
viduals, and themes on local, Washington State, tribal, United States, and world history in order to evaluate how history
shapes the present and future.

(5) Social Studies EALR 5: SOCIAL STUDIES SKILLS

The student understands and applies reasoning skills to conduct research, deliberate, and form and evaluate positions
through the processes of reading, writing, and communicating.




Outlining Standards [——

COLLEGE, CAREER, & CIVIC LIFE C3 FRAMEWORK FOR SOCIAL STUDIES STATE STANDARDS
The C3 Framework is organized into the four Dimensions, which support a robust social studies program
rooted in inquiry.
The four Dimensions are as follows:
(1) Developing questions and planning inquiries;
(2) Applying disciplinary concepts and tools;
(3) Evaluating sources and using evidence;

(4) Communicating conclusions and taking informed action

DIMENSION 1: DIMENSION 2: DIMENSION 3: DIMENSION 4:

DEVELOPING QUESTIONS  APPLYING DISCIPLINARY  EVALUATING SOURCES COMMUNICATING CONCLU-
AND PLANNING INQUIRES TOOLS AND CONCEPTS AND USING EVIDENCE SIONS AND TAKING INFORMED
ACTION

Dimension 2 has four disciplinary subsections: (1) Civics; (2) Economics; (3) Geography; (4) History. Each dis-
ciplinary subsection has three to four additional categories, which provide an organizing mechanism for the
foundational content and skills within each discipline.

C3 Framework Organization

CIVICS ECONOMICS GEOGRPAHY HISTORY
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Educating for Global Competence

Frameworks taken from Educating for Global Competence: Preparing Our Youth to Engage the World (Asia

Society and the Council of Chief State School Officers 2011).

“Global competence is the capacity and disposition to understand and act on issues of global

significance” (Chapter 2).

Globally competent students are able to perform the following four competences:

1. Investigate the world beyond theirimmediate environment, framing significant problems and

conducting well-crafted and age-appropriate research.

2. Recognize perspectives others’ and their own, articulating and explaining such perspectives

thoughtfully and respectfully.

3. Communicate ideas effectively with diverse audiences, bridging geographic, linguistic,

ideological, and cultural barriers.

4. Take action to improve conditions, viewing themselves as players in the world and

participating reflectively.

Identify an issue, generate
questions, and explain its
significance.

Use variety of languages, sources
and media to identify and weigh
relevant evidence.

Analyze, integrate, and synthesize
evidence to construct coherent
responses.

Develop argument based on
compelling evidence and draws
defensible conclusions.

Investigate the World
Students investigate the
world beyond their
immediate environment.

Recognize Perspectives
Students recognize their
own and others’
perspectives.

Recognize and express their own
perspective and identify influences
on that perspective.

Examine others’ perspectives and
identify what influenced them.
Explain the impact of cultural
interactions.

Articulate how differential access
to knowledge, technology, and
resources affects quality of life and
perspectives .

\'Understand the World through

Disciplinary and Interdisciplinary Study

Identify and create opportunities for
personal or collaborative action to
improve conditions.

Assess options and plan actions
based on evidence and potential for
impact.

Act, personally or collaboratively, in
creative and ethical ways to
contribute to improvement, and
assess impact of actions taken.
Reflect on capacity to advocate for
and contribute to improvement.

Take Action

Students translate their
ideas into appropriate
actions to improve
conditions.

Communicate Ideas
Students communicate
their ideas effectively with
diverse audiences.

.

.

.

Recognize and express how diverse
audiences perceive meaning and
how that affects communication.
Listen to and communicate
effectively with diverse people.
Select and use appropriate
technology and media to
communicate with diverse
audiences.

Reflect on how effective
communication affects
understanding and collaboration in
an interdependent world.



https://pressbooks.pub/drrashijain/chapter/unit-1-global-competence/

Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs)

The SDGs in Action

The Sustainable Development Goals
(SDG@s), also known as the Global Goals,
were adopted by the United Nations in
2015 as a universal call to action to end
poverty, protect the planet, and ensure
that by 2030 all people enjoy peace and

prosperity.

SDGs Working Group

These working groups engage young peo-
ple in the work of GCE, providing the op-
portunity to have an active role in EU deci-
sion making and be heard on climate and
environmental issues. Each working group
is managed by two coordinators. The cur-
rently working groups are: Biodiversity,
Circular Economy, Climate Justice, Clean
Mobility , and the Sustainable Develop-

ment Goals.

The SDGs Explained For Business

No matter how large or small, and regard-
less of their industry, all companies can
contribute to the SDGs. While the scale
and scope of the global goals is unprece-
dented, the fundamental ways that busi-
ness can contribute remain unchanged.
The UN Global Compact asks companies
to first do business responsibly and then
pursue opportunities to solve societal chal-
lenges through business innovation and

collaboration.
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Introduction to Workshop Facilitator

Global Classroom Director

Ryan Hauck is a teacher at Glacier Peak High School in Snohomish,
WA. As a teacher of comparative politics and international studies, he
is often applauded for bringing the world into his classroom by engag-
ing students around the importance of living in an increasingly inter-
connected, interdependent world. One of Ryan’s global projects has
been his work in the Niger Delta region of Nigeria, building not only a

sister school relationship between his high school and a remote village

school in Oporoza, but also a village library. Recently, Ryan participat-
ed in a U.S. State Department fellowship to Senegal as part of the Teachers for Global Classroom Program
and as a fellow with the Goethe Institut’s Transatlantic Outreach Program to Germany. Ryan Completed his
master’'s degree in Globalization and Educational Change from Lehigh’s Comparative & International Educa-
tion Department. As part of this program, Ryan worked with a cohort of classmates and teachers on a pro-
fessional development project in Cambodia to enhance teacher training and student learning. As a Washing-
ton State Council for the Social Studies Board Member, Ryan extends his passion for global studies to other
teachers, students, and communities. Ryan brings his own real-life experiences into the classroom so that his
students begin to understand the value of cross-cultural understanding and humanitarian action. Over the
last 15 years, Ryan has worked closely with the World Affairs Council and hosted numerous International Vis-
itor Program delegations at his school. He has traveled to South Africa and Swaziland, returning to write cur-
riculum for other teachers to use. Ultimately, Ryan wants his students to think critically about world issues,
acquire the skills needed to be globally competent in the 21st century, and become actively engaged citizens

locally, nationally, and internationally.

Introduction to Workshop Speakers

Lecture 1 | European Union: Past, Present and Future

Dr. Markku Jokisipild is a Professor of Contemporary History in the University of Turku, Finland. His re-
search interests include 20th Century and contemporary Finnish and European politics. He's also the Di-
rector of Center for Parliamentary Studies, which currently offers a one-year specialization course in Eu-
ropean Studies. In Autumn 2025, he will be a Visiting Professor at the University of Washington, teaching

the course, “Scandinavia in World Affairs.”




Introduction to Workshop Speakers

Monika Sus, Professor of Political Science at the Institute of Political Studies
of the Polish Academy of Sciences in Warsaw, part-time Professor at the
Robert Schuman Centre for Advanced Studies at the European University
Institute and member of Team Europe Direct Poland. Her research interests

focus on international relations, with a particular emphasis on European and B y »*

transatlantic security cooperation, and the EU’s foreign, security, and de-
fense policy. She recently published an article in The British Journal of Politics and International Relations, ex-
ploring the Polish reaction to the war in Ukraine, "Status-seeking in wartime: Poland’s leadership aspirations

and the response to the Russian invasion of Ukraine."

Lecture 2 | Data Privacy vs. Data Protection: US and EU Strategies for Requlating Digital Privacy

Justin Petelka (PhD Candidate, UW Information School) studies U.S. and EU data privacy laws with a particular
focus on individual data subject rights. In Winter 2025, he taught a course in the UW Jackson School of Interna-
tional Studies (JSIS/LSJ/PolSci 370), “Privacy,” exploring how online data tracking works, how companies mon-
etize this data and expand surveillance capabilities, how this surveillance expansion creates risks for individuals
and society, and how data subjects can navigate these risks through data rights, data practices, and communi-

ty-building.

Lecture 3| US-NATO Relations, Past and Present

John Johnson is a career member of the Senior Foreign Service and the Diplomat in Residence at the University
of Washington. Prior to this he was the Director of the Brussels International Media Hub, the Deputy Chief of
Mission of the Afghanistan Affairs Unit which operated out of Doha after the fall of Kabul, and the Counselor
for Public Affairs in Afghanistan during the evacuation of the Embassy in 2021. Prior to the establishment of
the Doha platform, Mr. Johnson was in Brussels, Belgium where he was the Counselor for Public Affairs at the

U.S. Mission to NATO.

Lecture 4 | US-EU Relations, Past and Present

Amy Stern (JD, University of Virginia) served as Legal Advisor in the U.S. Mission to the European Union in
2021-2024. She led multi-stakeholder advocacy efforts to secure the EU-US Data Privacy Framework, collabo-
rating with global partners on regulatory challenges impacting privacy, civil liberties, online safety, cybersecu-

rity, artificial intelligence, and sustainability.

Lecture 5 | Studying the European Union in the USA, Past and Future

Phillip Shekleton is Managing Director of the Center for Global Studies, and Guntis Smidchens is Director of

the Center for European, Russian and Eurasian Studies, UW Jackson School of International Studies.



https://corporatefinanceinstitute.com/resources/economics/european-union-eu/
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The European Union (EU)

EU Symbols
Symbols of the European Union include its blue flag with a circle of yellow stars, but it also has an anthem

and motto.

EU Learning—Introduction
Intended for enriching Canadian secondary school students about the European Union, this launchpad

from Carleton University provides all secondary school educators resources about the history, politics,

economics, and culture of the EU as well as lesson plans, programs, and games.

Europe in a Global Context: Geographical Perspectives
Columbia University’s journal, EuropeNow, gives a thorough history and description of the geography’s

uses and significance in understanding Europe’s politics, especially in the last century. It provides a back-
ground for subjects that would become paramount to the European Union’s policymaking, including the
European Green Deal, geography in economics, and Europe’s success in achieving the UN SDGs. The
source also explores the relationship between the European Union and the European Association of Ge-

ographers (EUROGEO).

European Union Maps
Maps depicting the various enlargements of the European Union, the total number EU member states

(prior to Brexit), and some candidate countries provide a great visual for students to understand the

breadth of EU territory and its role across the 20 and 21st centuries.

Geography: The Language of Europe
The Royal Geographical Society has put together a cross-cultural lesson plan outline for introducing the

geography of the European Union. It focuses on understanding which countries are in the EU, what the

EU’s primary goals are and why, and how the EU prioritizes unity in light of its diversity.

Learn Europe—Educational Open E-Tools
This website gives a teaching guide (lesson planning resource) for educators who wish to teach about the

foundations of the European Union through geography, history, and the economy. It also provides topics
(e.g. energy policy, fisheries policy, sustainable development) for classroom debates, mirroring the con-

versations being held among the EU.

Teaching the EU
This compilation of resources by the University of Wisconsin supports educators in teaching about the EU.

It has links to several general resources and databases but also has resources that delve into specific top-

ics like Brexit and the Euro.



https://europa.eu/european-union/about-eu/symbols_en
https://carleton.ca/ces/eulearning/introduction/
https://www.europenowjournal.org/2020/06/02/europe-in-a-global-context-geographical-perspectives/
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-24367705
https://www.rgs.org/schools/teaching-resources/geography-the-language-of-europe/introducing-the-eu/
https://learneurope.eu/index.php/en/
https://europe.wisc.edu/outreach-opportunities/european-union-chocolate-simulation/teaching-the-eu/

EUROPE

X
Bare\nts o

N
o
o]

Jan Mayen Sea
(NORWAY)
7 ]
Greenland
2
BN
Denmark Sea //
Strait o
rait ’ Al
Norwegian Sea
o~
05
2
e — s
= -
— — — Arctic Circle
Onega
[~60. ~
Torshavi
u*’l“aroe Islands " &
§  (DENMARK)
e o ’.* 40
Sgﬁ;ﬁﬁ\? Cadel : p ; X Saint Petersburg »
20 ¥ . : : . RUSSIA
Rockall ORKNEY el &
(UK), ISLANDS & % : & ) 4 £
HEBRIDES gg’ . ‘ g
¢ Moscow
North I Lo

=

’ Go and

8 i 3
5 f Baltic Sea ebs molensk
Oland

)
Kaliningr. @
N

Atlantic
Ocean

Bornholm

Chernihiv

Celtic

Sea L'viv o
» Vinnytsya

english Channel

Guernsey (UK.)¢
Jersey (UK)®

*Frankfurt
ourg

Chernivsi, Mykolay

au

A Corufia

Ligurian
Sea

Corsica

Balearic

Sea Al
5

O egean
_:\ Sea P
—
 pERETN | .. 7
« o

A}
»

Q BALEARIC
ISLANDS

lonian
Sea

Mediterranean Sea

5
> Rhodes

Strait of Gibraltar
Ceuta Alb_or,{n o
RIS Melllla) Oran Algiers 2 Scale 1:19,300,000
oA .S Lambert Conformal Conic Projection,
Vel e";l ALa Standard parallels 40°N and 68°N

0 ; ; 3?0 Kilometers

1

I T 1 Names and boundary

0 \ 300 Miles representation are not
2‘ necessarily authoritative.

ALGERIA

803380Al (G00772) 7-08



https://guides.lib.ku.edu/eurs/maps

The European Union (EU):

Can your students name the nations of the EU & Europe? Have your students identify the nations on the map in small
groups or as a class! HOW DO THEY THINK EUROPE’S GEOGRAPHY MIGHT IMPACT ITS CLIMATE POLICY?

Learning Corner: Play-Teach-Discover the European Union
This site by the EU provides students with opportunities (many interactive) to learn more about the Europe-

an Union. Students can play games, examine an EU development timeline, and the site provides materials

for primary and secondary students.

Learning Corner: A Short Guide to the EU (2021)

This document provides a short guide to the EU. From introduction - “Ever wondered which EU countries
use the euro or what it means to be part of the Schengen area? What the European Green Deal is and how it
will make your life better? What exactly does the EU do for you and where the money comes from to pay

for it all? Read on to find out everything you need to know about the EU.”

How Does the EU Actually Work? (July, 31, 2019)
An animated short (6 minutes) film explaining how democracy works in the EU and the European Parlia-

v

ment. This introductory video will help students learn of the basic structures and processes of the EU.



https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Blank_map_europe_coloured.svg
https://learning-corner.learning.europa.eu/index_en
https://learning-corner.learning.europa.eu/learning-materials/short-guide-eu_en
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=idlCpZl9hQ4
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The European Union (EU)

The European Union: A Guide for Americans
“The European Union is unique. It is not a federation like the United States. It is neither a state intended to

replace existing states, nor an organization for cooperation between governments, like the United Nations.

It is much more than any other international organization.”

Teaching the EU: Bringing Modern Europe to your Classroom
“Learn about curriculum resources available for teaching the EU, and tips to implement these learning tools

in your classroom!”

Teaching The EU Toolkits
“The Center for European Studies at UNC-CH is proud to present our updated the Teaching the EU Toolkits.

CES has a 20-year history of providing outreach materials and professional development on contemporary
Europe. During this time, we have discovered that although there is much interest in teaching Europe, most
resources are historic in nature, and do not allow students to fully grasp the rich cultures, languages, peo-

ple, and politics of today’s Europe, Europeans, and the European Union.”

Learning Corner: Play-Teach-Discover the European Union
This site by the EU provides students with opportunities (many interactive) to learn more about the Europe-

an Union. Students can play games, examine an EU development timeline, and the site provides materials

for primary and secondary students.

Learning Corner: A Short Guide to the EU (2021)
This document provides a short guide to the EU. From introduction - “Ever wondered which EU countries

use the euro or what it means to be part of the Schengen area? What the European Green Deal is and how it
will make your life better? What exactly does the EU do for you and where the money comes from to pay

for it all? Read on to find out everything you need to know about the EU.”

How Does the EU Actually Work? (July, 31, 2019)
An animated short (6 minutes) film explaining how democracy works in the EU and the European Parlia-

ment. This introductory video will help students learn of the basic structures and processes of the EU.



https://www.eeas.europa.eu/sites/default/files/guide-for-americans_euintheus.pdf
https://www.socialstudies.org/professional-learning/teaching-eu-bringing-modern-europe-your-classroom
https://europe.unc.edu/toolkits/
https://learning-corner.learning.europa.eu/index_en
https://learning-corner.learning.europa.eu/learning-materials/short-guide-eu_en
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=idlCpZl9hQ4
https://cepr.org/voxeu/columns/european-union-time-new-cold-war-manifesto
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OF CONTEMPORARY HISTORY,
UNIVERSITY OF TURKU, FINLAND

MONIKA SUS, PROFESSOR OF POLITICAL
SCIENCE AT THE INSTITUTE OF POLITICAL
STUDIES OF THE POLISH ACADEMY OF
SCIENCES IN WARSAW




Key Terms

European Union (EU): “International organization comprising 27 European countries and governing common

economic, social, and security policies. Originally confined to western Europe, the EU undertook a robust expan-

sion into central and eastern Europe in the early 21st century.”

European Economic Community: "Designed to create a common market among its members through the elimi-

nation of most trade barriers and the establishment of a common external trade policy.”

European Commission (EC): “An institution of the European Union (EU) and its constituent entities that makes

up the organization’s executive arm.”

Scandinavia: "Part of northern Europe, generally held to consist of the two countries of the Scandinavian Penin-
sula, Norway and Sweden, with the addition of Denmark. Some authorities argue for the inclusion of Finland on
geologic and economic grounds and of Iceland and the Faroe Islands onthe grounds that their inhabitants speak

North Germanic (or Scandinavian) languages related to those of Norway and Sweden.”

Learning Objectives

By engaging with this resource guide, educators will be able to:

1). Explain the origin of the European Union, describe how EU institutions have developed since 1957, and
analyze why the EU has chosen to add new members.

2). Identify and/or explain the primary goals, purpose, and values of the European Union.

3). Identify and analyze political, economic, and social challenges faced by the European Union over the past

20 years, as well as describe how EU policymakers addressed specific challenges

4). Explain how domestic and foreign policy decisions are made within the European Union and describe the
EU’s role in addressing global issues.
5). Utilize and evaluate primary and secondary sources that pertain to EU goals and policies.

6.) Analyze EU perspectives and policy issues by using charts, graphs, and other stimulus-based information

sources.



https://www.britannica.com/topic/European-Union
https://www.britannica.com/topic/European-Community-European-economic-association
https://www.britannica.com/topic/European-Commission
https://www.britannica.com/place/Scandinavia

The Evolution of the European Union:
From Post-War Peace Project to

Global Actor
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European Union: History of the EU

"The following visionary leaders inspired the cre-
ation of the European Union we live in today.
Without their energy and motivation, we would
not be living in the sphere of peace and stability
that we take for granted. From resistance fighters
to lawyers and parliamentarians, the EU pioneers
were a diverse group of people who held the
same ideals: a peaceful, united and prosperous

Europe.”

History of the European Union 1945-59
“With the aim of ending the frequent and bloody

conflicts that culminated in the Second World
War, European politicians begin the process of
building what we know today as the European
Union. The European Coal and Steel Community,
founded in 1951, is the first step in securing a last-
ing peace. In 1957, the Treaty of Rome establish-
es the European Economic Community (EEC) and
a new era of ever-closer cooperation in Europe.
This period, however, also sees the emergence of
a Cold War that divides the continent for more

than 4o years.”

Timeline: A History of The EU
Timeline of significant events in history that

shaped the European Union from its postwar

years to the present day.



https://european-union.europa.eu/principles-countries-history/history-eu_en
https://european-union.europa.eu/principles-countries-history/history-eu/1945-59_en
https://www.innertemplelibrary.org.uk/timeline/a-history-of-the-eu/
https://www.clearias.com/european-union-eu/

The Evolution of the European Union:
From Post-War Peace Project to
Global Actor

Making the EU a Stronger Global Actor: Postelection Perspectives
“As its citizens head to the polls in June’s European Parliament elections, the EU faces an unprecedented

v

combination of external threats. From Russia’s invasion of Ukraine and the war in Gaza to economic, ener-
gy, and military dependencies and the climate crisis, the scale of the challenges is such that the very exist-

ence of European integration is in peril.”

The Founding and Evolution of The EU (October 30", 2024)

“The Maastricht Treaty established the European Union, with the European Communities making up the
first of three pillars. New additions were a common foreign and security policy as the second pillar and

greater cooperation in justice and home affairs as the third. The Treaties of Nice and Amsterdam were lat-

er added to the existing set of agreements, in part due to the upcoming expansion of the EU to the east.”



https://www.youtube.com/live/Hi_3t9M7QzQ
https://www.europa.eda.admin.ch/en/the-founding-and-evolution-of-the-eu
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Mauer_nahe_Reichstag.jpg

v

The Evolution of the European Union:
From Post-War Peace Project to

Global Actor

A Road to Unity: The EU’s History (June 17", 2024)
“The death and destruction of the Second World War made many dream of a United Europe. Some European

leaders knew unity could offer both peace and prosperity.”

The EU as a Global Actor (March 17", 2023)
“The European Union and its Member States are engaged around the world to promote peace, security and

prosperity and the interests of European citizens. To this end, the EU works to prevent and resolve conflicts,
to foster resilient democracies, to promote human rights and sustainable development, and to bolster a co-

operative and rules-based global order.”

The EU as a Global Actor Addressing the Challenge of Contested States (May 30", 2022)
“The E.U.’s role as an international player began to upgrade alongside the effort to coordinate its external

action by adopting a common foreign and security policy (CFSP). Peacebuilding and state-building interven-
tions were necessary for the post-conflict transition and socioeconomic rehabilitation of these fragile states

with contested sovereignty.”

How Does The European Union Work? (March 11t", 2022)

“Since the end of World War I, European countries have sought to deepen their integration in pursuit of
peace and economic growth. The institutions that became the European Union (EU) have steadily expanded
and strengthened their authority as member states have passed more and more decision-making power to

the union.”

European Union, Historical Evolution (July 2019)

“The idea of a European Union is not an invention of the 20" century. The earliest proposals for cooperation
at the European level of the 17" and 18" centuries by William Penn, Charles- Irénée Castel de Saint-Pierre,
and Immanuel Kant were strictly confederal in nature, and intended European institutions to serve as forums

for peaceful conflict resolution between States.”

Europe as Global Actor (September 28", 2018)

“Based on ever greater economic and commercial integration, the European Union has become a major actor

in globalization.”



https://www.google.com/search?q=The+Evolution+of+the+European+Union+timeline&sca_esv=54dec9b54f70a6a6&sxsrf=AE3TifMiBDdPRMhr4b73TCSuO5j5uQ--OA%3A1752771191788&ei=dyp5aIjzL4qo0PEPp9bN2Qc&ved=0ahUKEwjIionCrcSOAxUKFDQIHSdrM3sQ4dUDCBA&uact=5&oq=The+Evolution+of+t
https://www.eeas.europa.eu/eeas/eu-global-actor_en
https://www.scirp.org/journal/paperinformation?paperid=117480
https://www.cfr.org/backgrounder/how-does-european-union-work
https://opil.ouplaw.com/display/10.1093/law:epil/9780199231690/law-9780199231690-e642
https://espace-mondial-atlas.sciencespo.fr/en/topic-strategies-of-transnational-actors/article-3A05-EN-europe-as-global-actor.html
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Scandinavia’s Role in Global Affairs
& the EU

30 Years of Finland in the EU
“Thirty years ago, the Finnish people made the European Union their home — a historic moment for both

Finland and the rest of the EU. The European Union has made Finland stronger. And our Union has

changed for the better thanks to Finland.”

Crossing North 29: In The Gray Zone
“What constitutes an act of war? Finnish research fellow Minna Alander considers the edge cases—

damaged data cables, suspicious AirBnBs, and prank phone calls—under a new label: 'hybrid warfare." In
this episode we discuss Finland's responses to an ever-evolving security environment and the motivations

behind Finland and Sweden's recent decisions to join NATO.”

Geopolitical Shifts in Scandinavia: Analyzing the Diplomatic Trajectories of Sweden and Finland (2024)
“The geopolitical landscape of Scandinavia has witnessed significant transformations over the past centu-

ry, bringing nations like Sweden and Finland to the forefront of international relations discourse.”

Finland’s Priorities and Challenges as We Look Beyond the 2024 European Parliament Elections (May 15"

202_42

“In Minister Adlercreutz’s view, the long-term success of Europe is being decided now, and Europe must

act now. Against the backdrop of a more challenging world, the European elections are fast approaching.
As part of the Future-Proofing Europe project, Minister Adlercreutz’s addresses outlines how Finland

seeks to meet these challenges as well as the country’s key priorities: strategic competitiveness, compre-

hensive security, and promoting a clean ecological transition.”

- NATO members
- European Union members
© | Nordic Council members

Eurozone member



https://commission.europa.eu/topics/eu-enlargement/30-years-together/finland_en
https://scandinavian.washington.edu/crossing-north-29-gray-zone
https://encompass.eku.edu/honors_theses/1056/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XlvzMfxExHE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XlvzMfxExHE
https://www.gisreportsonline.com/r/full-throated-european-project/

s Scandinavia’s Role in Global Affairs
& the EU
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Scandinavia May not be a Country, Russta
but the Scandis Share Many Things

<

Scenario/ The Nordic Union, a Key Actor in the European Union (October 26, 2023)
“From 2025 onwards, the Scandinavian countries and Finland, federated in a Nordic Union, decide to adopt a

joint diplomatic policy and army, and succeed in playing a central role on the European stage. One of the trig-
gers was the rise of the Russian threat, which was brought to greater attention by the war in Ukraine. This threat
prompted Finland and Sweden to join the North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO), thereby making it possi-

ble for the Scandinavian and Baltic countries to draw closer together economically, diplomatically, and militari-

"

ly.

Finland’s Move into NATO Ends an Era of Neutrality in Europe: What Comes Next? (April 17", 2023)
“Faced with the Ukraine war, Finland was unable to uphold its cherished priorities and values and instead decid-

ed “to deepen its collaboration” with the U.S. and NATO.”

The Scandinavian Way and Its Legacy in Europe (2013)
“The Scandinavian Way and Its Legacy in Europe relies on internationally recognized country experts who docu-

ment how and why the five northern European states pursue alternative paths in the European integration pro-

cess.”

Relations Between the European Union and the Nordic Countries: Is There a Nordic Reluctance? (February 16",

2007)

“The Nordic countries are often perceived as being hesitant with regard to the European construction. It is true

that they often showed to be very careful on the matter. And even though some of these states actually became
members of the European Union (like Denmark, Sweden and Finland), one knows that they often remained be-

ing wary.”



https://nordicperspective.com/facts/is-scandinavia-a-country-explanation-with-maps
https://www.futuribles.com/en/scenario-lunion-nordique-acteur-central-de-lunion-europeenne/
https://www.salon.com/2023/04/17/finlands-move-into-nato-ends-an-era-of-neutrality-in-europe-what-comes-next/
https://jsis.washington.edu/publication/the-scandinavian-way-and-its-legacy-in-europe/
https://www.thenewfederalist.eu/Relations-between-the-European-Union-and-the-Nordic-Countries-is?lang=fr#:~:text=History%20of%20reluctance:&text=Agreements%20which%20make%20it%20possible,the%20wish%20to%20do%20so.
https://www.thenewfederalist.eu/Relations-between-the-European-Union-and-the-Nordic-Countries-is?lang=fr#:~:text=History%20of%20reluctance:&text=Agreements%20which%20make%20it%20possible,the%20wish%20to%20do%20so.
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US & EU Strategies for
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Key Terms

Data Protection: “Species of privacy law that controls ac-

cess to information relating to the individual. Typically,
data protection provides individuals with the right to see

data held about themselves and to require correction. Be- [t omy DATA PRIVACY

yond that, data protection determines how organizations G - Vs
holding data may—or may not—process them, and, in par- DATA SECURITY
ticular, it regulates access to personal data by third par- |

ties.”

General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR): “European Union (EU) law surrounding data privacy and security,

which was adopted by the European Parliament in 2016 and came into effect in May 2018. The legislation
marked a major worldwide precedent; it was particularly notable for establishing a comprehensive framework
around data protection, expanding the legal definition of personal data, and extending its protection to all da-

ta generated by EU citizens and residents regardless of where the information was being processed.”

Artificial Intelligence Act (Al Act): “"European Union (EU) legislation that seeks to improve EU citizens’ experi-

ence, privacy, and safety when using artificial intelligence (Al). The act places limitations on corporations and
other entities that use Al in sharing or gathering information, and it aims to help EU citizens avoid discrimina-

tion, which may occur when Al makes decisions that privilege some groups over others.”

Learning Objectives

By engaging with this resource guide, educators will be able to:

1). Explain the difference between data privacy and data protection

2). Identify, evaluate, and compare U.S. and EU strategies for requlating digital privacy.
3). Analyze and explain why digital privacy has become an important policy issue in the U.S. and EU.

4). Describe the data privacy and data protection rights articulated in EU Treaties and the EU Charter of Fun-

damental Rights and explain the reason for their inclusion.

5). Analyze graphs, charts, and surveys to better understand perspectives on data privacy and data protec-

tion.



https://www.britannica.com/topic/data-protection
https://www.britannica.com/topic/General-Data-Protection-Regulation
https://www.britannica.com/topic/Artificial-Intelligence-Act
https://certpro.com/data-privacy-vs-data-security/

Data Privacy vs. Data Protection:
Comparing US & EU Digital Rights

Tiktok Faces New EU Investigation Over Data Privacy Concerns (July 15" 2025)

“The European Union has launched a fresh privacy investigation into TikTok as concerns deepen over the so-

cial app’s handling of European user data, particularly regarding transfers to China.”

EU vs US: What Are the Differences Between Their Data Privacy Laws? (November 15", 2023)
“The introduction of the General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR) in May 2018 set a high bar in privacy pro-

tection for individuals within European Union (EU) member states. The data privacy landscape in the US has
changed considerably in recent years and data protection rules are now aligned increasingly with a European

approach, although there remain some big differences.”

Comparing U.S. State Data Privacy Laws vs. the EU's GDPR (July 11", 2023)
"“A brief comparison of U.S. State Data Privacy Laws with the EU’s GDPR. Bloomberg Law provides an easy-to-

read comparison of the EU’s General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR) against the first three data privacy

laws in the U.S: California, Virginia, and Colorado.”

The Ripple Effect of Meta’s $1.3 Billion GDPR Fine for Businesses That Handle Data (May 24", 2023)
“Meta, the parent company of Facebook, has been fined a record €1.2 billion ($1.3 billion) by the European Un-

ion for violating its data privacy laws.”



https://certpro.com/tiktok-eu-investigation-data-privacy/
https://www.endpointprotector.com/blog/eu-vs-us-what-are-the-differences-between-their-data-privacy-laws/
https://pro.bloomberglaw.com/insights/privacy/privacy-laws-us-vs-eu-gdpr/
https://pro.bloomberglaw.com/insights/privacy/california-consumer-privacy-laws/
https://cribl.io/blog/facebook-meta-gdpr-fine/
https://www.uscloud.com/blog/new-era-for-us-eu-data-exchange/

=

Data Privacy vs. Data Protection:
Comparing US & EU Digital Rights

Behind the Screen: A Comparison of Data Protection Regulations in the EU and US (December 4", 2023)
“Have you ever felt like your phone was listening to you? Have you ever felt like certain ads were made

just for you? This is not the result of actual eavesdropping, but rather it stems from the tracking of your

online searches, purchases and location.”

The Right to Digital Privacy: Why Don’t We Care About It? (May 2021)
“Every day each one of us is contributing to the creation of massive amounts of data, which few technolo-

gy companies use to create and deliver products and services that we enjoy using. There is an asymmetry
in this game, where these companies know everything about us while most of us don't know anything

about them. Most of us are not aware of how data about us is collected and used. And moreover, for some

reason most of us seem to not even care about it!”

VEA

Privacy laws have less turnover when
administrations change because most EU
member states aren't as polarized as the US

EU laws respect “private and family life” and allow
citizens to delete their data

Privacy laws are generally more comprehensive
and geared towards consumers

Enforcement of privacy laws is carried out by one
authority, equally for all 28 member states

Due to the nature of EU rights, fewer privacy
organizations exist but there are: The European
Digital Rights (EDRi) and The European Privacy
Association (EPA.)

EU citizens have the “right to be forgotten
meaning that search results can be removed if
they are irrelevant or inadequate.

Sources:
https//www.marketplace org/2017/04/20/tech/make-me-smart-kai-and-molly/blog-main-differences-between-internet-privacy-us-and-eu
http//poiticsandpcoiicy org/article/european-unon-and-internet-data-prvacy



https://international-and-comparative-law-review.law.miami.edu/behind-the-screen-a-comparison-of-data-protection-regulations-in-the-eu-and-us/
https://www.ted.com/talks/isabella_de_michelis_the_right_to_digital_privacy_why_don_t_we_care_about_it?language=en
https://www.wordstream.com/blog/ws/2017/09/28/eu-gdpr

Data Privacy vs. Data Protection:
Comparing US & EU Digital Rights

Bigger Responsibility, Bigger Repercussions @

Breach notification within 72 hrs
Breaches must be reported within 72 howurs of
first having become aware of the breach

Fines of up to 4% of turnover
Organizations in breach of GDPR can be fined up a

to 4% of annual global turnover or €20 Million

Privacy by design

Increased territorial scope
Data protection from the onset of
* the designing of systems, rather
than a retrospective addition

Applies 1o any company processing
personal data of EU citizens, O
regardiess of location

Right to be forgotten

Consent matters
Explicit consemt must be ‘ ® Entitles the data subject to have the
provided in an intelhgible and data controller erase his/ her personal
n data (and potentially third parties, too)

ecasily accessible form

Mandatory data protection officers
Appointed in cortain cases, to faciitate the

Users can inquire whether and how their
company’s need to demonstrate GOPR compliance

personal data is being processed -—

Right to access and portability e

Differences Between EU and US Data Protection (October 8", 2020)
“The European Union and the United States take different approaches to data protection. The U.S. favors

a bottom-up approach, reflecting states’ rights in governing, while the EU likes top down, which balances

@

intergovernmental and supranational
policies. The EU has comprehensive

overarching legislation and has made

data protection a high priority, where-
as the U.S. has taken a piecemeal ap-
proach without all-encompassing reg-

ulations or a regulating federal agen-

/ PRINCIPLES

"

cy.

GDPR: What Is It and How Might It
Affect You? (May 21*, 2018)
An explanation of the EU’s General

=

Data Protection Regulation (GDPR),
and how its data privacy rules may
impact people around the world, even

those outside the EU.



https://degree.astate.edu/online-programs/business/masters-strategic-communications/technology-law-and-policy/eu-and-us-data-protection/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=j6wwBqfSk-o
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=j6wwBqfSk-o
https://grc360.net/gdpr-compliance-in-saudi-arabia/
https://grc360.net/gdpr-compliance-in-saudi-arabia/

Digital Surveillance, Al, & Civil
Liberties in the EU

Al Act: Shaping Europe’s Digital Future
“The Al Act is the first-ever legal framework on Al, which addresses the risks of Al and positions Europe to play

a leading role globally. The Al Act (Regulation (EU) 2024/1689 laying down harmonized rules on artificial intelli-
gence) is the first-ever comprehensive legal framework on Al worldwide. The aim of the rules is to foster trust-
worthy Al in Europe.”

Global Perspectives on Requlating Facial Recognition Technology Utilization for Criminal Justice Arrests (June

12" 202

“With the capabilities of facial recognition technology (FRT) expanding rapidly in recent years, regulations and

policies guiding its use across political contexts are inconsistent and lack clarity. While certain artificial intelli-
gence can help solve crime, for instance, the implications for ethics regarding privacy, bias, accuracy, and con-

sent warrant considerable attention.”

The Surveillance Dilemma: Al, Privacy, and the Future of Civil Liberties (June 10", 2025)
“The rapid advancement of artificial intelligence (Al) has ushered in a new era of surveillance, raising profound

questions about privacy, civil liberties, and the balance between security and individual freedoms. As Al tech-
nologies become increasingly integrated into public and private sectors, they offer unprecedented capabilities
for monitoring and analyzing human behavior. However, these advancements also pose significant risks to per-

sonal privacy and democratic values.”

nccgroup®

EU Al ACT Timeline



https://digital-strategy.ec.europa.eu/en/policies/regulatory-framework-ai
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s43508-025-00117-9
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s43508-025-00117-9
https://www.linkedin.com/pulse/surveillance-dilemma-ai-privacy-future-civil-liberties-o9y5c/
https://www.nccgroup.com/us/the-eu-ai-act-pioneering-the-future-of-ai-regulation/

EU Al Act — Governance Architecture
and Implementation Framework
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https://fpf.org/fpf-resources-on-the-eu-ai-act/

PRIVAC EU Al Act

A COMPREHENSIVE IMPLEMENTATION & COMPLIANCE TIMELINE

General Applicability of the Regulation & HRAIs
obligations under Annex lIl kick in, within 24
months after the entry into force. (Art. 113)

(New) general-purpose Al model obligations
will kick-off within 12 months after the entry

into force. (Art. 113(b)) The providers and deployers of

. : e Member States have to ensure that their competent HRAIs intended to be used by
Member States will have to designate their authorities establish at least one operational sandbox, public authorities need to comply
Market Survelllance Authorities to act as the within 24 menths after the entry into force. (Art. 57(1)) within six years from the entry

Single Point of Contact, (Art. 70{2)) into force, (Art. 111(2))
Publication to the

The Member States shall notify the Commission
EU Official Journal

Scope and Definitions Member States should lay down and notify to the

of the rules on penalties and of other enforcomeont Al systems which are components
& Entry into force w:u%_o‘\:.w_h .ﬂ”ﬂﬁm%:o. Commission the rules on penalties. (Rec. 179) O TSS. A>:.um2w= of the ._Eom._._. systems
of the Al Act which (Art. 113(a)) The Commission should issue guidance to established by the legal acts
ks the 24 montt - b tacllitate compliance with the obligations on The AlA affects operators of HRAls marketed included in Annex X, and placed
noc:.:._oi: of _u.o,w_m.o:m od Prohibited serlous Incident reporting (for HRAIS). (Art. 73(7) before 24 months from Its start date, only inthe 3..:,xm~ 36 303.:m before
activities towards Al kick off, six months if these systems experience major design the entry into force, will need
full effect and after the entry into (5) Annual review of the list of Prohibited Al changes thereafter. (Art, 111(2)) to comply before 31 December
enforcement. force. (Art. 113(a)) practices by the Commission. (Art. 112(1)) 2030. (Art. 111{1))

AUG NOV AUG FEB AUG AUG BEFORE END FULLY

OPERATIONAL

2024 2024 2025 2026 2026 2027 OF 2030 PROCESS

The Member States The Al Office will have to publish Code(s) of The European Commission (after consuiting the Application of HRAI obligations that fall
have to identify their Practice for General Purpose Al (GPAI) within European Al Board) has to provide guidelines under Annex |, within 36 months after the
Fundamental Rights nine months after entry into force, (Art. 56(9)) specifying the practical implementation for the entry into force. (Art. 113(c))

authorities within classification of HRAIs, no later than 18 months

three months after If by 12 months no (adequate) CoP is in after entry into force. (Art. 6(5) and 96) Joiﬂoa o”,oo:o_.w_.v%ﬁrvomﬂw_ Bonﬂm_u.
the entry into force. place, the EC may ssue implementing acts ' o : : PIBCHC DV AR IARIM SR S T
(Art. 77(2)) ’ i 5 The Commission shall update guidelines previously from the date of entry into force, shall
adopted when deemed necessary. (Art. 96(2)) comply with their obligations by 36 months
. . from the date of entry Into force, (Art. 111(3))

Standards-setting process: To be in The Commission shall adopt an implementing

place before the general applicability act laying down detailed provisions establishing

of the Al Act. 30 April 2025 is set as a template for the post-market monitoring plan.

the deadline for deliverables from EC's (Art. 72(3))

standardization request C(2023)3215.

PERIODICAL EVALUATION(S) & REVIEW(S): By four years from the entry into force and every four years thereafter,

1. the Commission shall evaluate and report to the European Parliament and 2. the Commission shall evaluate the functioning of the Al Office. 4. the Commission shall evaluate the
to the Council of the EU on the following: impact and effectiveness of voluntary
« the need for amendments « amendments to the list  «amendments enhancing 3. the Commission shall submit a report on the review of the codes of conduct (by four years from
extending/adding of Al systems requiring the effectiveness of progress on the development of standardization deliverables the entry into force and every three
headings in Annex IlI additional transparency  the supervision and on the energy-efficient development of general-purpose models; years thereafter). (Art. 112)

(high-risk Al); measures in Article 50: governance system.
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https://fpf.org/fpf-resources-on-the-eu-ai-act/
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Digital Surveillance, Al, & Civil
Liberties in the EU

The European Perspective on Al Governance with Dragos Tudorache (September 16", 2024)
“In this episode, we are joined by former MEP Dragos Tudorache, co-rapporteur of the EU Al Act and Chair

of the Special Committee on Al in the Digital Age. We discuss where we are in the EU Al Act roadmap, how
to balance innovation and regulation, the future of the EU Al Office, and the increasing energy infrastruc-

ture demands of Al.”

Artificial Intelligence (Al) and Human Rights: Using Al as a Weapon of Repression and Its Impact on Human
Rights (May 2024)
“With the world leaning heavily towards digital transformation, Al’s use in policy, economic and social de-

cision-making has introduced alarming trends in repressive and authoritarian agendas. Such misuse grows
ever more relevant to the European Parliament, resonating with its commitment to safeguarding human

rights in the context of digital transformation.”

Al Ethics and Ordoliberalism 2.0: Towards A ‘Digital Bill of Rights (February 14", 2024)
“Dozens of Al ethics initiatives and governance documents have emerged over the past few years, starting

with the U.S. National Science and Technology Council’s ‘Preparing for the Future of Al and the E.U. Digi-
tal Charter in 2016. The latest examples include the E.U.’s proposed Al Act, the Biden-Harris Administra-
tion’s ‘Blueprint for an Al Bill of Rights,” and the White House's ‘Ensuring Safe, Secure, and Trustworthy Al

Principles.”

Facial Recognition Technology: Threat to Personal Privacy and Security (May 5", 2023)
“Facial recognition technology is something that we spot around us too often nowadays. Whether it's our

smartphones, tabs, laptops, or office biometrics, all the tech gadgets are efficiently using facial recognition
technology to authenticate users and verify their identity. However, as all technologies have a downside, a
lot more is being discussed with regard to the ethical concerns of using facial recognition systems and how

they pose a threat to the security and privacy of people.”

DID YOU KNOW?

“Globally, 77% of businesses are either using Al or actively exploring its potential, with 33% already

implementing it and 42% in the exploration phase.”

https://www.apollotechnical.com/surprising-statistics-on-ai-in-the-workplace/?trk=public_post _main

-feed-card-text



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nudNBQLABO0
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/IDAN/2024/754450/EXPO_IDA(2024)754450_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/IDAN/2024/754450/EXPO_IDA(2024)754450_EN.pdf
https://montrealethics.ai/ai-ethics-and-ordoliberalism-2-0-towards-a-digital-bill-of-rights/
https://www.linkedin.com/pulse/facial-recognition-technology-threat-personal-privacy/
https://www.apollotechnical.com/surprising-statistics-on-ai-in-the-workplace/?trk=public_post_main-feed-card-text
https://www.apollotechnical.com/surprising-statistics-on-ai-in-the-workplace/?trk=public_post_main-feed-card-text

Digital Surveillance, Al, & Civil
Liberties in the EU

Visual and Biometric Surveillance in the EU. Saying '"NO’ to Mass Surveillance Practices? (May 1%, 2022)
“Earlier this year, the European Commission (EC) registered the ‘Civil society initiative for a ban on biometric

mass surveillance practices’, a European Citizens’ Initiative. Citizens are thus given the opportunity to author-
ize the EC to suggest the adoption of legislative instruments to permanently ban biometric mass surveillance

practices.”

¢

[

x

The Ethics of Facial Recognition Technologies, Surveillance, and Accountability in An Age of Artificial Intelli-
gence: A Comparative Analysis of US, EU, and UK Requlatory Frameworks (July 29" 2021)
“The rapid development of facial recognition technologies (FRT) has led to complex ethical choices in terms of

balancing individual privacy rights versus delivering societal safety. Within this space, increasingly common-
place use of these technologies by law enforcement agencies has presented a particular lens for probing this

complex landscape, its application, and the acceptable extent of citizen surveillance.”



https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/full/10.3233/IP-211525
https://pmc.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/articles/PMC8320316/
https://pmc.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/articles/PMC8320316/
https://www.newscientist.com/article/2461038-uk-plans-to-favour-ai-firms-over-creators-with-a-new-copyright-regime/
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Key Terms

North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO): “Military alliance established in 1949 that sought to create a counter-

weight to Soviet armies stationed in central and eastern Europe after World War Il. Following the end of the Cold

War, NATO was reconceived as a “cooperative-security” organization. It has 32 member states.”

Bloc: “A group of nations united by treaty or agreement for mutual support or joint action.”

The Schengen Area: "Encompasses most EU countries, except for Cyprus and Ireland. Bulgaria and Romania became
the newest Member States to join the Schengen area as of 31 March 2024, any person crossing the internal air and
sea borders will no longer be subject to checks. Nevertheless, a unanimous decision on the lifting of checks on per-
sons at the internal land borders is still expected to be taken by the Council at a later date. Additionally, the non-EU

States Iceland, Norway, Switzerland and Liechtenstein also have joined the Schengen Area.”

Nordic Countries: “Group of countries in northern Europe consisting of Denmark, Finland, Iceland, Norway, and

Sweden. The designation includes the Faroe Islands and Greenland, which are autonomous island regions of Den-

mark, and the Aland Islands, an autonomous island region of Finland.”

Court of Justice of the European Union (CJEU): “The judicial branch of the European Union (EU). Its basic mission is
to ensure the observance and uniform application and interpretation of EU law within EU member states and institu-

tions. Its headquarters are in Luxembourg.”

Learning Objectives

By engaging with this resource guide, educators will be able to:

1). Explain historical context and role of NATO in providing EU security past and present.
2). Identify and analyze the U.S. role in NATO, past and present.

3). Identify and assess the perspectives of different EU nations on security issues in Europe.
4). Explain current EU perspectives on NATO and its role in the future security of Europe.

5). Evaluate possible advantages and/or disadvantages of the EU providing their own security in the absence of NATO
(orin its current form).

6). Analyze the present and future role of international security alliances, such as NATO, in regional and global con-
texts.

7). Analyze EU and U.S. perspectives on NATO through charts, graphs, and other stimulus-based information

sources.



https://www.britannica.com/topic/North-Atlantic-Treaty-Organization
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/bloc
https://home-affairs.ec.europa.eu/policies/schengen/schengen-area_en
https://www.britannica.com/place/Nordic-countries
https://www.britannica.com/topic/European-Court-of-Justice

Understanding NATO and Its
Relationship with the EU & the US

What is NATO?
A brief explanation of the North Atlantic Treaty Organization. “NATO is an alliance of countries from Europe

and North America. It provides a unique link between these two continents, enabling them to consult and co-
operate in the field of defense and security, and conduct multinational crisis-management operations togeth-

”

er.

The History of NATO | Why It Matters
“Learn the history behind the creation of the North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) and its relevance

9

today in this video from Why It Matters, the history video series where the past is used to explain the pre-
sent. Why It Matters host Malick Mercier interviews Dr. Susan Colbourn about why NATO, a military and
political alliance, was formed in the aftermath of World War Il and why it continues to be a relevant alliance

for the defense of democratic European nations.”

Timeline of NATO Expansion Since Establishment "
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https://www.nato.int/nato-welcome/
https://kcts9.pbslearningmedia.org/resource/ush22-soc-wim-nato/the-history-of-nato-why-it-matters/
https://www.visualcapitalist.com/a-visual-guide-to-europes-member-states/
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Understanding NATO and Its
Relationship with the EU & the US

Relations With the European Union (June 20" 2025)
“The European Union (EU) is an essential partner for NATO. The two organizations share common val-

ues, strategic interests and a majority of member countries. They work side by side in crisis manage-
ment, on capability development, in addressing hybrid threats and challenges posed by growing strate-

gic competition, as well as in building the capacities of their common partners in the east and south.”

NATO Crisis Management Exercises: Preparing for the Unknown (February 7, 2020)
“*What is the role of crisis management exercises? How have they evolved within NATO? Is the current

international security environment influencing how these exercises are planned and conducted?”

North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) and the European Union (January 30", 2020)
“Neither NATO nor the EU are full-spectrum security providers. They are complementary institutions

with offsetting strengths and weaknesses. The EU, unlike NATO, has treaty-based legislative preroga-
tives enabling it to implement common policies on a pan-European basis that touch upon both internal

and external components of security.”

NATO Adapts: A Natural Disaster Crisis Simulation By Model NATO Students - NATO Engages London
201
“NATO has adapted to a range of emerging security challenges, but how would it respond to a major

disaster that calls into question the existential security of Allies? Would NATO have the resilience and
resources to protect its populations? Would consensus prevail in the face of distinct national emergen-

cies?”

U.S.-NATO Relationship Spans 70 Years (January 28", 2019)
“The United States is one of the founding members of NATO, a military alliance that was formed in 1949

and is still going strong today, some 70 years later.”

The US, the EU and NATO (February 15", 2016)
“American officials have begun expressing concerns about the state of the European Union. In particular,

U.S. Secretary of State John Kerry said on Feb. 12 that America has a “very strong” interest in the United
Kingdom staying in the EU. Until now, the United States has seen the European Union’s problems as
something for the Europeans to settle among themselves. The U.S. did not see Europe’s problems as
directly affecting U.S. interests, nor did it see itself as capable of influencing EU policy. It was too monu-

mental to influence.”



https://www.nato.int/cps/en/natohq/topics_49217.htm
https://www.nato.int/docu/review/articles/2020/02/07/nato-crisis-management-exercises-preparing-for-the-unknown/index.html
https://oxfordre.com/politics/display/10.1093/acrefore/9780190228637.001.0001/acrefore-9780190228637-e-1086
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=s83rUI5Fuy4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=s83rUI5Fuy4
https://www.defense.gov/News/News-Stories/Article/Article/1741621/us-nato-relationship-spans-70-years/
https://geopoliticalfutures.com/the-us-the-eu-and-nato/
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https://www.visualcapitalist.com/a-visual-guide-to-europes-member-states/
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Understanding NATO and Its

Relationship with the EU & the US
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EU - NATO Lesson Plan

An educational guide about NATO'’s history, purpose, and key principles.

Lesson Plan: The North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO)
“The North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) is a military alliance between 29 different countries in

Europe and North America. Initially created in 1949 to prevent the expansion of Soviet influence in Eu-
rope, NATO formed a rivalry with the countries of the Warsaw Pact during the Cold War. After the fall of
the Soviet Union, NATO adapted it efforts to address new threats. This lesson traces the history of NATO
starting with its formation and ending with President Trump's efforts to increase Europe's financial contri-

butions to the alliance.”

Eisenhower and the Origins of NATO
“Students will gain an understanding of the NATO military alliance, why it was formed, and why individu-

al countries agreed to sign the treaty to become members. Working in pairs or small groups, students will
be assigned a country to represent. Students will first review the global political context by examining
sources related to the Berlin Airlift. Students will then locate their country on a map and use the map to
assess whether or not joining a military alliance would be a good idea. What does joining the NATO alli-
ance mean? Does an alliance make war more or less likely? How will the Soviet Union view the new alli-

ance?”

The United States, the European Union, and NATO (June 1%, 2005)
“The transatlantic debate is not over American power and European weakness, but over how a combina-

tion of American and European power can best contribute to global order in spite of the weaknesses

found on each side of the Atlantic.”



https://www.wilsoncenter.org/article/dangerous-world-needs-stronger-us-led-nato
https://europe.unc.edu/wp-content/uploads/sites/314/2023/01/NATO-reading-combined.pdf.pdf
https://www.c-span.org/classroom/document/?6926
https://eisenhowerfoundation.net/lesson-plan/eisenhower-and-origins-nato
https://www.aei.org/articles/the-united-states-the-european-union-and-nato/

US-EU Transatlantic Relations:

=/

Diplomacy in Action

The Art of the Transatlantic Deal (March 3, 2025)
“One thing is clear: the new US-EU relationship will be far more transactional. The second Trump admin-

istration will not judge European countries as loyal allies, but rather according to their strengths and
weaknesses as rival negotiators and what they bring materially to the relationship with the United States.
In response, the EU and its member states should not depend on the idea of a strategic partnership but

rather seek to conclude a series of deals.”

The Transatlantic Alliance in the Age of Trump: The Coming Collisions (February 14", 2025)
“The United States and Europe are on a collision course that will fundamentally alter and transform trans-

atlantic relations. It is not just one issue that will trigger a clash but seemingly every issue. From NATO to
Ukraine, climate to trade, tech regulations to China, the United States and Europe will likely clash, repeat-

edly and continuously.”

Transatlantic Relations Under New US and EU Leadership: Competitiveness and Economic Security
(February 6" 2025)
“Restoring economic competitiveness forms a core pillar of the Commission’s strategy over the next five

years, especially in light of the findings of the two core reports that inform Commission thinking, namely
the Draghi and Letta Reports. Many of the two reports’ proposals have been integrated in the Commis-

sion’s Political Guidelines.”

Transatlantic Relations Under New US and EU Leadership: Trade, Economic Security, and Competitive-
ness (January 21*, 2025)
*In her second term, European Commission President Ursula von der Leyen has created a set of portfolios

that reflect a strong focus on productivity, innovation and competitiveness. This builds on the recent re-
ports by Mario Draghi on the Future of European Competitiveness and Enrico Letta on the Future of the
Single Market. As a result, several portfolios have interrelated responsibilities to address key issues of

market access, unfair market practices, and economic security.”

Topical Digest EU Transatlantic Relations (November 2024)
“Transatlantic relations are about to enter a new era, with the second Trump administration officially tak-

ing office in late January 2025 following the victory of Republican candidate and former president Donald
Trump over Democrat presidential candidate and Vice-President Kamala Harris, and with Republicans

winning back control of the US Senate and also retaining control of the House of Representatives.”



https://www.atlanticcouncil.org/in-depth-research-reports/report/the-art-of-the-transatlantic-deal/
https://www.csis.org/analysis/transatlantic-alliance-age-trump-coming-collisions
https://www.wilsoncenter.org/article/transatlantic-relations-under-new-us-and-eu-leadership-competitiveness-and-economic
https://www.wilsoncenter.org/article/transatlantic-relations-under-new-us-and-eu-leadership-competitiveness-and-economic
https://www.wilsoncenter.org/article/transatlantic-relations-under-new-us-and-eu-leadership-trade-economic-security-and
https://www.wilsoncenter.org/article/transatlantic-relations-under-new-us-and-eu-leadership-trade-economic-security-and
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/EPRS/TD_Transatlantic_Relations_November_2024.pdf

US-EU Transatlantic Relations:

Diplomacy in Action

(i

Transatlantic Cues: How the United States and European Union Influence Each Other’s Climate Policies

(September 27", 2024)
“With the Inflation Reduction Act in the United States and the carbon border adjustment mechanism established

by the European Union, ambitious yet contentious climate policies have been passed on both sides of the Atlan-
tic in recent years. Each of these policies has spurred the other to consider not only the impact of these policies

themselves, but whether the policies can serve as inspiration for further policy innovation.”

How European Transatlanticists Might Approach an Isolationist U.S. Administration (February 1*, 2024)
“The United States is the European Union’s most important partner, guaranteeing Europe’s security through the

North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO). A potential shift toward a less internationalist and more isolationist

U.S. foreign policy would have profound implications for the continent.”

U.S.-EU Trade Relations (June 3 2022)
“Bilateral trade and investment ties between the United States and the European Union (EU) are long-standing

and extensive, but some tariff and nontariff barriers remain. Successive U.S. Administrations have sought to ad-
dress barriers that restrict U.S. firms' access to EU markets and to further liberalize bilateral trade and invest-

ment ties, enhance regulatory cooperation, and cooperate on global trade and economic issues of joint interest.”

Reimagining Transatlantic Relations (October 6, 2020)
“The time is ripe for a fresh appraisal of the transatlantic alliance. Can the United States and Europe rebuild their

bonds in forward-looking and enduring ways?”



https://www.nytimes.com/2022/06/29/opinion/nato-expansion-putin.html
https://www.rff.org/publications/reports/transatlantic-cues-how-the-united-states-and-european-union-influence-each-others-climate-policies/
https://www.rff.org/publications/reports/transatlantic-cues-how-the-united-states-and-european-union-influence-each-others-climate-policies/
https://www.csis.org/analysis/how-european-transatlanticists-might-approach-isolationist-us-administration
https://www.congress.gov/crs-product/R47095
https://carnegieendowment.org/research/2020/10/reimagining-transatlantic-relations?lang=en
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Key Terms

Sustainable Development Goals (SGDs): Also known as the Global Goals, were adopted by the United Nations in
2015 as a universal call to action to end poverty, protect the planet, and ensure that by 2030 all people enjoy peace

and prosperity.

European Green Deal: The European Green Deal is a package of policy initiatives, which aims to set the EU on the

path to a green transition, with the ultimate goal of reaching climate neutrality by 2050.

European Environment Agency (EEA): Provides valuable insights on the state of Europe's environment. Thanks to

reliable data collected from our extensive network, we actively support Europe's environment and climate policies.

Human Migration: The permanent change of residence by an individual or group; it excludes such movements as no-

madism, migrant labour, commuting, and tourism, all of which are transitory in nature.

Learning Objectives

By engaging with this resource guide, educators will be able to:

1). Describe the past and present political, economic, and social/cultural relationship between the U.S and Euro-
pean Union.

2). Explain some of the policy similarities and differences between the U.S. and EU.

3). Analyze how the U.S. and EU have created regional and global partnerships to address common challenges.
4). Evaluate and explain how the U.S.-EU relationship may or may not change in the future.

5). Analyze EU and U.S. perspectives on their partnership, common interests, and current challenges through

the lens of charts, graphs, and other stimulus-based information.

European
Semester

WHOLE

Engagement of civil GOVERNMENT Multiannual financial
society and other APPROACH framework &
stakeholders | NextGenerationEU

Monitoring and Better
reporting 2 Regulation

Policy coherence
for sustainable
development

EU engagement
in the world



https://www.undp.org/sustainable-development-goals#:~:text=The%20Sustainable%20Development%20Goals%20(SDGs)%2C%20also%20known%20as%20the,people%20enjoy%20peace%20and%20prosperity.
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/policies/european-green-deal/
https://www.eea.europa.eu/en
https://www.britannica.com/topic/human-migration
https://commission.europa.eu/strategy-and-policy/sustainable-development-goals/eu-approach-sdgs-implementation_en

The EU & Global Sustainability Goals
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Sustainable Development Goals — European Commission

“The Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) were established in 2015 by the international community as part

ACTION BELOW WATER ANDSTRONG

INSTITUTIONS

of the UN 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development through which countries of the world collectively
pledged to eradicate poverty, find sustainable and inclusive development solutions, ensure everyone's human

rights, and generally make sure that no one is left behind by 2030.”

Council of Europe Contribution to the United Nations 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development Goals
“With its global and overarching political approach, UN Agenda 2030 for Sustainable Development has been

highly relevant for the Council of Europe, which has, from the outset, been contributing to the process which

led to the adoption of Agenda 2030.”

EU Approach to SDGs Implementation
“The Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) are an intrinsic part of the President’s political guidelines and lie

at the heart of the policymaking on internal and external action across all sectors. Full implementation of the
United Nations’ 2030 Agenda is crucial to strengthen resilience and prepare the world for future shocks as we

embark on the twin green and digital transitions.”

The Global Goals and the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development
“The Global Goals and the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development seek to end poverty and hunger, realize

the human rights of all, achieve gender equality and the empowerment of all women and girls, and ensure the
lasting protection of the planet and its natural resources. The Global Goals are integrated and indivisible, and

balance the three dimensions of sustainable development: the economic, social and environmental.”



https://blog.igem.org/blog/2020/8/26/igem-amp-the-sustainable-development-goals
https://international-partnerships.ec.europa.eu/policies/sustainable-development-goals_en
https://www.coe.int/en/web/un-agenda-2030/home
https://commission.europa.eu/strategy-and-policy/sustainable-development-goals/eu-approach-sdgs-implementation_en
https://www.government.se/government-policy/the-global-goals-and-the-2030-Agenda-for-sustainable-development/

The EU & Global Sustainability Goals

Europe at a Crossroads: Can the EU Lead the World to SDG Success?
“We unpack the slowdown in SDG progress across Europe, urgent priorities for the new EU leadership, and

Europe's role in shaping global sustainability. Spotlight outcomes from the recent Financing for Develop-

ment conference in Seville, Spain, what they mean for reforming the global financial system.”

Track the EU’s Progress for the SDGs (July 2™, 2025)
This interactive visualization tool from Eurostat allows users to explore how the European Union is progress-

ing toward achieving the 17 United Nations Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs).

Two Years of EU Green: Advancing Sustainability, Innovation, and Collaboration in European Higher Educa-
tion (March 25", 2025)
“Since its launch, the EU GREEN Alliance has worked towards reshaping higher education by integrating

sustainability across learning, research, and institutional governance. Bringing together nine universities
from across Europe, the alliance has made significant progress in areas such as governance, mobility, re-
search, student engagement, and digital transformation, setting the stage for a more interconnected and

forward-looking academic network.”

The European Sustainability Revolution: Becoming Climate-Neutral and Sustainable with the European
Green Deal (June 6™, 2024)
“The European Commission has established six priority areas outlining the political goals for its current gov-

erning period (2019-2024) aimed at creating a sustainable and resilient Europe. The European Green Deal is

one of these priorities, aimed at making Europe the first climate-neutral continent, and a leader in sustaina-

ble development.”



https://www.unsdglearn.org/podcast/europe-at-a-crossroads-can-the-eu-lead-the-world-to-sdg-success/
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/web/products-eurostat-news/w/wdn-20250702-1
https://eugreenalliance.eu/two-years-of-eu-green-advancing-sustainability-innovation-and-collaboration-in-european-higher-education/
https://eugreenalliance.eu/two-years-of-eu-green-advancing-sustainability-innovation-and-collaboration-in-european-higher-education/
https://www.brookings.edu/articles/the-european-sustainability-revolution/
https://www.brookings.edu/articles/the-european-sustainability-revolution/
https://www.expoknews.com/adaptar-los-ods-ayudaria-a-su-cumplimiento/
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Towards a Global Green Deal: Aligning Climate and Biodiversity Goals with SDGs from Bottom-Up (April 22",
2024)

“EU cities and regions are urging to accelerate action at all levels of government for a more sustainable future

by aligning the climate objectives, biodiversity targets and sustainable development goals (SDGs).”



https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/web/products-eurostat-news/-/wdn-20210615-1
https://cor.europa.eu/en/news/towards-global-green-deal-aligning-climate-and-biodiversity-goals-sdgs-bottom
https://cor.europa.eu/en/news/towards-global-green-deal-aligning-climate-and-biodiversity-goals-sdgs-bottom
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The EU & Global Sustainability Goals

Deep Dive Into the European Green Deal (Episode #1) (August 31%, 2023)
“In 2019, the European Commission launched the European Green Deal - its strategy to transform the EU

into a low-carbon society. To do so, it proposed a wide range of measures that focus not only on reducing
emissions, but also on restoring nature and making sure that no one is left behind. In this episode of ‘How
Green Deal?’, Sebastian Oberthir (professor at the VUB, and UEF) helps us make sense of the all-
encompassing European Green Deal. What are the EU's objectives? And how is the EU planning on reach-

ing them?”

Sustainable Development Goals in EU regions [Policy Podcast] (June 29", 2022)
“The EU has contributed to creating the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), established in 2015, as

part of the UN 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, and takes action to implement them through
its internal and external policies, as outlined in the 'Towards a Sustainable Europe by 2030' reflection pa-
per, the European Green Deal, the European Commission's political priorities and its work program. The
Sustainable Development Goals also have a regional dimension, sometimes called 'localization'. Achieving
around 65 % of the targets is estimated to require local and regional authority participation. Numerous
regions and cities, including in the EU, have expressed support for the SDGs and many have integrated

them in their policy frameworks.”

EU Progress Towards Its Sustainable Development Goals (April 24", 2019)
“Sustainable development is a fundamental objective of the EU, the aim of which is to achieve a better

quality of life for present and future generations by integrating immediate and longer-term objectives,
local and global action, and by promoting social, economic and environmental issues as interdependent

components of human progress.”



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LB1vYSjvyLs&t=71s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Y_HdYvwOWeo
https://www.eurac.edu/en/blogs/eureka/eu-progress-towards-its-sustainable-development-goals
https://www.expoknews.com/ods-no-se-cumpliran-a-este-ritmo-y-han-retrocedido-antonio-guterres/
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https://commission.europa.eu/strategy-and-policy/sustainable-development-goals/eu-approach-sdgs-implementation_en
https://www.nobelprize.org/prizes/peace/2012/eu/facts/
https://www.nobelprize.org/prizes/peace/2012/eu/facts/

Human Rights &
the Rule of Law in the EU

Between a Rock and a Hard Place: The
Impact of Rule of Law Backsliding on the
EU’s Response to the Russo-Ukrainian
War

“In the past decade, Hungary and Poland

have experienced a process of rule of law
backsliding that threatens the state of
democracy at home and affects the deci-
sion making and legitimacy of the Euro-

pean Union as a whole. In the face of

Russia’s war of aggression against
Ukraine, the response of Hungary and Poland has been diametrically opposed, but equally damaging to the

EU rule of law.”

Human Rights: Fact Sheets on the European Union
“The European Union is committed to supporting democracy and human rights in its external relations, in ac-

cordance with its founding principles of liberty, democracy and respect for human rights, fundamental free-
doms and the rule of law. The EU seeks to mainstream human rights concerns into all its policies and pro-
grams, and has different human rights policy instruments for specific actions — including financing specific

projects through its financing instruments.”

What Is The Rule of Law? - European Commission
“The rule of law is a well-established principle. While Member States have different national identities and tra-

ditions, the core meaning of the rule of law is the same in all of them and can be defined along six principles:
legality, implying a transparent, accountable, democratic and pluralistic process for enacting laws; legal cer-
tainty; prohibition of the arbitrary exercise of executive power; effective judicial protection by independent
and impartial courts with effective judicial review including respect for fundamental rights; separation of pow-

ers; and equality before the law.”

Democracy & Rule of Law — ENNHRI
“Countries across Europe are witnessing shrinking civic space, persisting structural human rights challenges,

and a deterioration of the rule of law. This includes restrictive laws on the right to freedom of expression and
assembly, laws undermining judicial independence, and security measures disproportionally affecting individ-

val freedoms.”



https://www.europeanpapers.eu/europeanforum/between-rock-hard-place-impact-rule-law-backsliding-eu-response-russo-ukranian-war
https://www.europeanpapers.eu/europeanforum/between-rock-hard-place-impact-rule-law-backsliding-eu-response-russo-ukranian-war
https://www.europeanpapers.eu/europeanforum/between-rock-hard-place-impact-rule-law-backsliding-eu-response-russo-ukranian-war
https://www.europeanpapers.eu/europeanforum/between-rock-hard-place-impact-rule-law-backsliding-eu-response-russo-ukranian-war
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/factsheets/en/sheet/165/human-rights
https://commission.europa.eu/strategy-and-policy/policies/justice-and-fundamental-rights/upholding-rule-law/rule-law/what-rule-law_en
https://ennhri.org/our-work/topics/democracy-and-rule-of-law/
https://point.md/ru/novosti/ekonomika/ekspert-krazhu-milliarda-mozhet-rassledovat-evropeiskaia-prokuratura/

Human Rights &

the Rule of Law in the EU
»’ —

Sanctioning Democratic Backsliding in the European Union: Transnational Salience, Negative Intergovernmen-

tal Spillover, and Policy Change (February 21st, 2024)
“In 2021, the European Union (EU) started to use material sanctions to punish democratic backsliding in Hunga-

ry and Poland. This policy change presents a puzzle for the existing literatures on international responses to

backsliding.”

Civil Society Calls on EU Legislators to Ensure the Al Act Protects the Rule of Law (September 28", 2023)
“More than 60 civil society organizations call on European lawmakers to ensure that the Al Act is fully coherent

with rule of law standards, including transparency, accountability, and access to justice. The human rights coa-
lition also pushes for the rejection of recent amendments to the Al Act on blanket national security exemption

and dangerous loopholes in the classification of Al systems as high-risk.”

The European Court of Human Rights and Rule of Law Backsliding (March 2023)
“The present European Policy Analysis examines the case law of the European Court of Human Rights (ECtHR)

on judicial independence. This case law mainly concerns Poland. The analysis discusses the extent to which
these judgments help in solving rule of law problems in Poland and other European Union (EU) Member

States.”



https://www.hungarianconservative.com/articles/opinion/2023_eu_justice_scoreboard_facts_preceptions_rule_of_law_political_bias/
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/13501763.2024.2318483
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/13501763.2024.2318483
https://www.liberties.eu/en/stories/press-release-open-civil-society-calls-on-eu-legislators-to-ensure-the-ai-act-protects-the-rule-of-law/44931
https://sieps.se/media/dhwamjyv/2023_4epa.pdf

Human Rights &
the Rule of Law in the EU

The Court of Justice of the European Union: A Human Rights Institution? (September 26™, 2022)
“While the original basic treaties establishing the European Communities were more or less silent on the need

to respect human rights or fundamental rights, the Court of Justice of the European Communities (now the Eu-
ropean Court of Justice) gradually came to the understanding that the principle of primacy of Community law
could not in the long run be imposed against national constitutional bills of rights unless Community law itself

provided some guarantees for the protection of fundamental rights.”

The Rule of Law in the EU: Importance, Promotion, and Violation (December 10", 2021)
"It cannot be stressed enough that the EU is a “Union of law” where the rule of law has been the paradigm of

the European model and the structure of the common Europe since its foundation. The Treaty on the European
Union (TEU) enshrines the rule of law as one of the fundamental values of the EU thereby making it the prereq-
uisite for the protection of all other essential principles, including fundamental rights and democracy. Given its
importance, it is essential to acknowledge how the concept of the rule of law is expressed by the Treaties, that

is, understand the role that it has in the European legal system.”

The European Court of Justice and Its Political Impact (March 6", 2017)
“What are the implications for our understanding of the political system of the EU if the Court can be shown to

pay due regard to the preferences of the member states?”

Introduction to the European Court of Justice

“ Historical Jurisdiction and Preliminary
Context Composition Rulings
Direct Actions L' The Supremacy ") Balancing Act
of EU Law :]
Role in Shaping Challenges and Beyond the EU
EU Policies Controversies

@



https://academic.oup.com/jhrp/article/14/1/204/6717612
https://www.eiir.eu/international-law/global-freedom-civil-liberties/the-rule-of-law-in-the-eu-importance-promotion-and-violation/
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/01402382.2017.1281652#abstract
https://fastercapital.com/content/European-Court-of-Justice--Upholding-Law-and-Justice-in-the-EU.html
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The Divergent Immigration Challenges in the U.S. and Europe (March 19", 2025)
"Recent events in the United States and Europe have increased sensitivity around immigration policy. In

early February, the Trump administration faced a diplomatic dispute after attempting to deport Colombian
immigrants shackled and on military planes. In Germany, the chancellor-in-waiting, Friedrich Merz, is push-
ing for stricter immigration policies. These developments highlight the urgent need for a strategic approach
to immigration. Understanding the underlying issues is essential for determining the necessary actions to

be taken. This is where the U.S. and Europe differ in their immigration challenges.”

From Welcome to Wary: Europe's Divide on Migration (February 19", 2025)
“A decade of migration through the eyes of a German city. Ten years ago Germany opened its borders to

more than a million people at the height of Europe’s so-called migrant crisis. A decade later, that warm wel-
come has cooled as issues of culture, integration and national identity spark fierce debate across the conti-
nent. With German elections just days away, the BBC has revisited one migrant family and the city they
landed in, to see how life has changed since 2015 — and what their experience says about the way Europe-

ans now view migration.”

Understanding Europe’s Turn on Migration (October 24", 2024)
“In the European Union (EU), one election after another has demonstrated the centrality of irregular migra-

tion and border security in public discussions and forced mainstream parties to take more restrictive ap-
proaches to calm fear and anxiety fueled by xenophobic, far-right rhetoric. The conflation between regular

and irregular migration has also severely distorted the debate.”



https://www.gisreportsonline.com/r/immigration-policy/
https://www.nytimes.com/2025/01/31/world/europe/germany-friedrich-merz-immigration.html
https://podcasts.apple.com/vn/podcast/from-welcome-to-wary-europes-divide-on-migration/id1715473158?i=1000694182102
https://www.brookings.edu/articles/understanding-europes-turn-on-migration/

Migration, Borders, &
Identity in the EU

Democracy, Migration Studies, and Boader Studies: Bridges and/or Gaps (Episode #31, Part 2) (May 15"
2024)

(see description below)
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Democracy, Migration Studies, and Boader Studies: Bridges and/or Gaps (Episode #30, Part 1) (Apr 22"
2024)

“Classically, Migration Studies explore all mobility regimes of human groups. There is a spectrum of public

A
s

policies ranging from the migration of high-skilled workers to refugees. For the Migration Studies, nation-
al borders provide a form of social closure. Traditionally, Borders refer to issues that are fundamental to
political community (state sovereignty, territorial delimitation, national security, political identity). And
for this reason, borders are also instruments for regulating flows, policy tool for inclusion/exclusion. Sev-
eral authors have pointed out a form of gap between Border Studies and Migration Studies. That there
was a lack of cross-fertilization between these two research traditions. And some populist and nationalist
discourses can exploit the ambivalence of the borders and the confusion around it. We will discuss about

all the relations between democracy, migration and borders and get answers with Oliver Schmidtke. "
N
B

FAST FACT

“Schengen guarantees free movement to more than 450 million EU citizens, along with non-EU na-

tionals living in the EU or visiting the EU as tourists, exchange students or for business purposes, any-

one legally present in the EU.”

https://home-affairs.ec.europa.eu/policies/schengen/schengen-area_en



https://open.spotify.com/episode/3Goc2ADDclLavL1ix8z7sH
https://open.spotify.com/episode/3Goc2ADDclLavL1ix8z7sH
https://open.spotify.com/episode/4BYZrIbDJvS8aA2z309dVg
https://open.spotify.com/episode/4BYZrIbDJvS8aA2z309dVg
https://www.salzburgglobal.org/news/topics/article/the-migration-dilemma-facing-the-us-and-europe
https://home-affairs.ec.europa.eu/policies/schengen/schengen-area_en

Migration, Borders, &
Identity in the EU

Countering Irreqular Migration: Better EU Border Management (Apri116th, 2024)
“The arrival of migrants through irreqular channels at the EU’s external borders is a challenge for Europe.”

Introduction: Comparing and Contrasting EU Border and Migration Policy — Are They Exemplary? (2020)
“In Europe, the 2015 refugee crisis, resulting from unexpected increases in immigration across the Mediter-

ranean Sea into the European Union (EU), has led to a re-questioning of not only the functions of borders in
controlling migration, but also of European Integration. The ideal of a “Europe without borders” was ques-
tioned because both the Schengen agreement and Dublin convention were unable to deal with what turned

out to be one of the major humanitarian challenges for Europe since the end of the Second World War.”

Migration Crisis in the EU: Developing a Framework for Analysis of National Security and Defence Strate-
gies (October 1*, 2018)
“The idea of ‘EU’rope without internal borders is at stake as Schengen is under serious attack due to in-

creasing Eurocentrism and growing extreme right-wing populism, which are a consequence of increasing
economic protectionism and international terrorism. The solution seems to depend on two critical uncer-
tainties: the evolution of political and social instability in the North Africa and the Middle East, and the fu-
ture of the EU itself. The results enlighten a securitization of migration mostly centered on the nation-state

and national security rather than on people and human security.”

Changing Borders: The Politics of the EU (November 30", 2017)
“Migration has always been a feature of human affairs, though in recent decades it has become a major

phenomenon. In fact, the growing diversity of the European population as well as the inevitable changing of
borders within the European Union (EU) reveal that Europe has become an immigration continent. These
developments have, however, prompted concerns over the EU’s external borders and control of immigra-

tion, as well as the need for further inquiry by international relations scholarship.”

Schengen Area Shaken: The Impact of Immigration-Related Threat Perceptions On the European Security
Community (June 2017)
“The year 2015 may be remembered as the year Europe had to deal with the greatest movement of people

fleeing conflict, since the end of Second World War. This unprecedented migratory pressure on the door-
step of Europe has triggered a fierce public debate around the possible demise of one of the major achieve-
ments of European integration, namely the Schengen Area. In light of these events, the article uses the con-
cept of security community (SC), in order to explore the destabilizing impact of immigration-related threat

perceptions on the Schengen Area.”



https://www.europarl.europa.eu/topics/en/article/20170627STO78419/countering-irregular-migration-better-eu-border-management
https://wacseattle.sharepoint.com/Users/ritasengmai/Downloads/19793-Article%20Text-21213-2-10-20200824.pdf
https://comparativemigrationstudies.springeropen.com/articles/10.1186/s40878-018-0093-3
https://comparativemigrationstudies.springeropen.com/articles/10.1186/s40878-018-0093-3
https://oxfordre.com/internationalstudies/display/10.1093/acrefore/9780190846626.001.0001/acrefore-9780190846626-e-121?p=emailAgSz0dIkjzdNA&d=/10.1093/acrefore/9780190846626.001.0001/acrefore-9780190846626-e-121
https://eprints.lse.ac.uk/82528/1/Blanc_Schengen%20area%20shaken_2017.pdf
https://eprints.lse.ac.uk/82528/1/Blanc_Schengen%20area%20shaken_2017.pdf
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Key Terms

Transatlantic Relations: “The historic, cultural, political, economic and social relations between countries

on both side of the Atlantic Ocean. Sometimes it specifically means relationships between the Anglophone
North American countries (the United States and Canada), and particular European countries or organiza-
tions.”

European Foreign and Security Policy (CFSP): “Designed to resolve conflicts and foster international under-

standing, is based on diplomacy and respect for international rules. Trade, humanitarian aid, and develop-
ment cooperation also play an important role in the EU’s international role.”

Multilateralism: “Process of organizing relations between groups of three of more states. Beyond that
basic quantitative aspect, multilateralism is generally considered to comprise certain qualitative elements
or principles that shape the character of the arrangement or institution.”

Academic Mobility: “Refers to students and researchers in higher education moving to another institution

inside or outside of their own country to study or teach for a limited time.”

Learning Objectives

By engaging with this resource guide, educators will be able to:

1). Identify effective strategies for bringing the European Union into the American classroom.

2). Identify and describe the various resources available for teaching about the European Union.

3). Explain why it is important for American educators and students to learn about the European Union.

4). ldentify and describe key concepts and topics/content for teaching/studying the EU in the American class-
room.

5). Identify and explain how the EU can be used as a context for better understanding American history, past and

present.



https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Transatlantic_relations
https://european-union.europa.eu/priorities-and-actions/actions-topic/foreign-and-security-policy_en
https://www.britannica.com/topic/multilateralism
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Academic_mobility
https://europe.wisc.edu/

Studying the EU from the US:

Opportunities for Global Education

Fulbright Schuman European Union Affairs Program
“The program funds graduate and post-graduate study, research, and lecture proposals in the field of U.S.-EU

relations, EU policy, or EU institutions for interested American and EU citizens.”

European Union — Open Study/Research Award
“The Fulbright-Schuman Program, administered by the Commission for Educational Exchange between the

United States of America, Belgium and Luxembourg, is jointly financed by the U.S. State Department and the
Directorate-General for Education and Culture of the European Commission. The latter funds projects exclu-
sively dealing with US-EU relations, EU institutions, and EU policy. Awards are available to American students
and professionals, including professionals in training — e.g. decision-makers, policy-makers, individuals in in-
dustry, the media, politics, academia, and public administration — who wish to study, research, or lecture on a

topic relevant to US-EU relations, EU policy, or EU institutions.”

People-to-People Exchanges
“Information about educational programs for Americans interested in Europe. The EU offers activities for high

school and college students, legislative staffers, aspiring journalists, professors, researchers, mid-career pro-

fessionals, and more, providing an intimate look at the inner workings of the EU.”



https://www.fulbright.se/us-schuman-program/
https://us.fulbrightonline.org/countries/europe-and-eurasia/european-union/1758
https://www.eeas.europa.eu/united-states-america/people-to-people-exchanges_en?s=253#:~:text=The%20Euro%20Challenge%20competition%20is,will%20help%20you%20get%20started.
https://www.linkedin.com/pulse/global-classroom-seizing-opportunities-international-david-thompson/

© 4 Things You Should Know About
Study Abroad Programs

High-Quality Education

Almost half of US students choose to study in Europe
because of education quality. They commonly prefer
countries like England, Spain, Italy, and Germany.

Student Support Programs

You can apply to your institution for accommodation
assistance, language courses, and health care

referrals.

The Higher Education Act of 1992

4 The Higher Education Act of 1992 allows American
students to apply for financial aid while studying
abroad.

Lower Cost of Education

European colleges and universities offer much more
financially affordable programs than institutions in the
United States.
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https://ivypanda.com/blog/what-every-american-student-should-know-before-embarking-on-a-study-abroad-journey-in-europe/

Studying the EU from the US:
Opportunities for Global Education

Europe Beckons Global Students Amid US Setbacks (June 11", 2025)
“As U.S. immigration policies become less predictable, Europe is offering a more welcoming option for interna-

tional students. The European Union (EU) is encouraging students to come study there by expanding Erasmus

Mundus scholarships and promoting academic partnerships with the U.S.”

Why Are More U.S. Students Choosing to Study in Europe? (June 9, 2025)
“The direction U.S. higher education is heading has many Americans considering a study destination that's long

had its appeal as a timeless hub of academic heritage, cultural richness, and global outlook — Europe.”

What Are the Benefits of Global Education for Students? (October 23", 2024)
“In today’s interconnected world, global education plays a vital role in shaping well-rounded, informed, and

adaptable students. As society becomes increasingly globalized, it is crucial that students learn to navigate cul-
tural differences, think critically about global issues, and develop the skills necessary for success in a globally

connected workforce.”

Erasmus And International Credit Mobility in a Contribution to the Sustainable Development Goals Associated
with Quality Education and Reducing Inequalities (August 2022)
“In Europe, and promoted by the European Commission, the Erasmus+ programme has been providing institu-

tions, through various actions, with mobility and exchanges of students, teaching and non-teaching staff both
within and outside Europe. In order to increase the qualitative impact of its actions and to ensure equal opportu-
nities, the programme aims to make it easier to reach more people of all ages and from other cultures, and from

diverse social and economic backgrounds.”

The Impact Of Studying Abroad On Students’ Intercultural Competence: An Interview Study (2019)
"By offering opportunities for experiencing cultural differences and prompting students to develop coping strat-

egies and to make references to the home culture, the sojourn is thus of significant importance for tertiary stu-

dents, allowing for fostering their intercultural development to a certain degree.”

EU-U.S. International Education Connections: U.S. Opportunities to Participate in Erasmus Programs and the
Case for a Renewed Commitment to Transatlantic International Education Collaboration (2019)
“The European Union’s suite of Erasmus programs are an ambitious effort to facilitate educational mobility and

research across the EU’s 28 member countries and with partners around the world. It is one of the primary
means to achieve a sense of European identity among the citizens across the Union, and governmental and edu-
cational organizations in the U.S. are keen to learn more about how they can also engage with it. The Depart-
ments of State and Education, because of their respective work in international education, are particularly well-

positioned to lead that effort.”



https://etias.com/articles/europe-beckons-global-students-amid-us-setbacks
https://www.aubg.edu/aubg-today/why-are-more-u-s-students-choosing-to-study-in-europe/?region=usa
https://www.participatelearning.com/blog/benefits-global-education-students/
https://wacseattle.sharepoint.com/Users/ritasengmai/Downloads/00-2022_ErasmusandICMSDG4e10.pdf
https://wacseattle.sharepoint.com/Users/ritasengmai/Downloads/00-2022_ErasmusandICMSDG4e10.pdf
https://files.eric.ed.gov/fulltext/EJ1238813.pdf
https://scholarworks.umt.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=12521&context=etd
https://scholarworks.umt.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=12521&context=etd
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Student-Led Inquiry:
What's the Future of the EU?
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Project on the Future of Europe

“The Project on the Future of Europe aims to examine the European Union’s growing geopolitical role and
the implications for the United States and Europe. It seeks to raise awareness in the United States of the

European Union's future trajectory, which will be critical to building a stronger transatlantic partnership.”

Scenarios for a Sustainable Europe in 2050: the EEA Report
“The report by the European Environment Agency (EEA) explores possible scenarios for Europe in 2050,

focusing on energy, environment, and resilience. Through strategic analyses, the document proposes solu-

tions to tackle global challenges and build a sustainable and resilient society.”

EU & ME Quiz
“This online quiz has been created for secondary school pupils to help them understand the basics about

the EU.”
DID YOU KNOW?

Learning Corner: Play - Teach - Discover The European Union
Learning Corner is for both the teacher and the student where

“Students from all over the world can

we can learn more about the EU in a fun way. apply for fully funded scholarships to

study or teach in Europe under pro-

ADay in the Life ... grams like Erasmus Mundus Joint
“*What can a day in the life of people from different European

Masters.”

countries look like? In these country-based short videos, discov-
https://erasmus-plus.ec.europa.eu/

er what the EU does for you and how it can affect your life.”



https://www.csis.org/programs/europe-russia-and-eurasia-program/projects/project-future-europe
https://blog.3bee.com/en/scenarios-for-a-sustainable-europe-in-2050-the-eea-report/#paragraph-39248
https://learning-corner.learning.europa.eu/learning-materials/eu-me-quiz_en
https://learning-corner.learning.europa.eu/index_en
https://learning-corner.learning.europa.eu/learning-materials/day-life_en
https://erasmus-plus.ec.europa.eu/

Student-Led Inquiry:
What's the Future of the EU?

Future in the making: European Students Shape Policy at ESA25 in Strasbourq (June 24", 2025)
“Held under the European Universities Community Voices (EUC Voices) initiative, ESA25 was more than a sym-

bolic gathering—it was a hands-on policymaking experience that placed students at the centre of democratic
life. With 76 policy proposals tabled and 74 adopted, the Assembly proved that Europe's youth are ready not on-
ly to raise their voices but to offer pragmatic, thoughtful solutions on issues ranging from mental health and Al

ethics to sustainable innovation and gender equality.”

Students Shape the Future of Europe at ESA 2025
“From May 26-28, five students from the ENHANCE Alliance joined over 230 peers from more than 5o European

University Alliances at the European Student Assembly (ESA 2025), held at the European Parliament in Stras-
bourg. Over three days, students came together to discuss, draft, and vote on policy recommendations aimed at

addressing some of Europe’s most pressing societal challenges.”

The European Union Risks a Sad, Bad Future (September 16", 2024)
“The European Union brought peace and prosperity to a troubled region in the decades following World War

Two. But it may lack energy and become impotent in the decades ahead.”

EU Youth Report 2024: Looking at How Youth Are Shaping The Future
“Released by the European Commission, the EU Youth Report 2024 highlights the progress made between 2022

and 2024 under the EU Youth Strategy, celebrating achievements and tackling the challenges. The message is

clear: young people matter, and their voices are shaping Europe’s future!”

Global Trends to 2040: Choosing Europe’s Future (April 2024)
“Recent years have been marked by rapid and disruptive change on many fronts and have already produced

more than their fair share of once-in-a-generation crises. War at the very border of the EU, escalating conflicts
with global consequences, a pandemic, and extreme weather events all have dramatic and intertwined conse-
quences, and combined with sweeping technological innovation, create ever more complex challenges for gov-

ernments and populations around the world.”
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https://civis.eu/en/get-informed/news/future-in-the-making-european-students-shape-policy-at-esa25-in-strasbourg
https://enhanceuniversity.eu/enhance-at-esa-2025/
https://www.reuters.com/breakingviews/european-union-risks-sad-bad-future-2024-09-16/
https://youth.europa.eu/news/eu-youth-report-2024-looking-how-youth-are-shaping-future_en#:~:text=Around%2030%25%20of%2015%2Dyear,the%20STEM%20Education%20Strategic%20Plan.
https://www.eeas.europa.eu/sites/default/files/documents/2024/2024%20ESPAS%20Global%20Trends%20to%202040%20Choosing%20Europe%27s%20Future.pdf
https://europe.wisc.edu/

ThankYou To Our Sponsors

The 2025 EU Policy Forum for Educators is sponsored by the Center for West

European Studies & EU Center, the Ellison Center for Russian, East European
and Central Asian Studies, the World Affairs Council—Seattle, and The Europe-
an Union. The workshop is hosted by the Henry M. Jackson School of Interna-

tional Studies, University of Washington.
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