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2025 asked a great deal of us.

It was a year that reminded us why the World Affairs Council exists-and why our region needs a strong,
resilient, globally-connected civic institution now more than ever.

We began the year navigating significant uncertainty across the international exchange and public diplomacy
landscape. A series of Executive Orders, rapid shifts in federal policy, and a temporary pause in funding created
real operational challenges for us and peer organizations across the country. These challenges were felt not
only in our programs, but in the communities, partners, and global networks that rely on the continuity of
people-to-people engagement. While the circumstances were beyond our control, our response was deeply
within our character: mission-focused, determined, and grounded in partnership.

Even in that period of instability, one constant remained: the World Affairs Council of Seattle is built to endure.

Our mission-connecting Seattle to the world and the world to Seattle-has carried us through geopolitical
shifts, economic cycles, and moments of national debate for nearly 75 years. This year was no exception, but it
was hard.

Despite the early year disruptions, the Council delivered a year of meaningful global engagement for Seattle.
We welcomed international visitors, convened timely public programs, expanded our education initiatives, and
strengthened our internal capacity with strategic staffing additions. Across our Community Programs, Global

Classroom, and Global Leadership Exchange, we saw thousands of Seattleites engage on global issues that
shape our daily lives. Students built understanding and skills. Community members heard directly from
diplomats, thought leaders, and experts. Local business and civic leaders built global relationships that will
influence international collaboration for years to come.

And that is the story of this year-not the turbulence, but the resilience.

The disruptions of early 2025 tested our systems, our adaptability, and our resolve. But they also displayed the
strength of our network. Partners stepped in and stepped up. Community members offered support. Volunteers
and hosts opened their homes. Together, we ensured that greater Seattle remained a welcoming, globally
engaged city to all. This resilience is not accidental-it is the product of decades of relationship-building,
community trust, and a shared understanding that global engagement is essential to who we are.

As we enter our 75th anniversary year, we are energized by what lies ahead. New initiatives-including the

Global Classroom Educator Fellows program and our "Coffee with the Consul" series-will further expand our

community's access to global perspectives. We will continue to innovate, strengthen partnerships, and create

meaningful opportunities for Seattleites to connect with the world. And we will keep focusing on a simple but
powerful truth: the World Affairs Council helps make Seattle a place where global engagement thrives.

Because the Council is here, young people across our region can imagine themselves as, and build the skills to
be, global citizens. Our community has vibrant spaces for informed, civil dialogue on international issues and
their local impact. Seattle continues to build bridges with emerging leaders from around the world. And at a

time when global awareness is essential, our city benefits from a dynamic, connected civic conversation that

reflects curiosity, openness, and purpose.

Together, we are ensuring that Seattle remains a city that looks outward, engages thoughtfully, and leads with

confidence in its global future.

Thank you for being part of this work. Your support ensures that the World Affairs Council enters its 75th year

not only resilient but renewed. We invite you to stay engaged, attend programs, welcome visitors, and continue

building a globally connected Seattle with us, one conversation at a time.

Sarah Frazar

Board Chair, 2025

Jacqueline Miller
President and CЕО
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Mission

Vision

To advance global understanding

and cultivate enduring
relationships within our local

community and with the world,
one conversation at a time.

We envision an inclusive and

informed community that is

inspired to create a just and

equitable world.

We are part of a vibrant global city; our work ensures that

Seattle is visible, engaged, and globally aware.

About Us For 75 years, the World Affairs Council has dedicated itself

to fostering dialogue and debate about critical global issues.

This is achieved through public events, Global Classroom

programming for K-12 educators and students, and

diplomacy initiatives that engage international delegations

with our community.

Looking to

the future

In 2026, the World Affairs Council

celebrates 75 years of remaining
steadfast in its mission and

purpose.

Visit world-affairs.org/75 years to

learn about our history and find

opportunities to celebrate

together.

WORLD
AFFAIRS
COUNCIL

75th ANNIVERSARY
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Board Chair

Who We Are

Sarah Frazar, Pacific Northwest National

Laboratory

Vice Chair

Lindsay Hua, Trase

Treasurer

John Bruns, The Boeing Company (Ret.)

Secretary

Fraser Mendel, Mendal Owens PS

Ex-Officio

Jacqueline Miller, World Affairs Council

Directors

Brent Bauslaugh, The Boeing Company
Nancy Benter, Starbucks

Jake Bernstein, K&L Gates
Kenan Block, Kenan Block Media &

Communications

Kristi Branch, Community Member

Asif Chaudhry, Washington State University
Michael Greer, ArtsFund

Ben Hodges, Foster Garvey
Thao Hong, Gates Foundation
Caesar Kalinowski, Davis Wright Tremaine

Jean-David Larson, Pugh Capital Management

Liam Li, Himalaya Capital
Loretta Little, Trielle Group
Tom Lombardo, Baird (Ret.)

Roger Meece, Senior Foreign Service (Ret.)
Judy Mirkin, Community Member
Rashmi Raghavendra, Dionysus Health
Sheila Remes, The Boeing Company (Ret.)
Cheryl Steele, Starbucks
Jack Unbehend, The Commerce Bank of WA
Haresh Ved, Cronus Ventures

Staff Members

Camille Adkins-Rieck, Director, GLX
Rayan Atallah, Program Officer, GLX

Magda Davis, Director, Community Programs and

Operations

Christina Greene, Director of Development
Ryan Hauck, Director, Global Classroom
Julie Kageler, Director, Finance
Caitlin Kenney, Program Officer, GLX

Jacqueline Miller, President and CEO

Julian Mydlil, Program Coordinator, GLX
Julianna Patterson, Senior Program Officer, Global
Classroom

Rhiannon Rasaretnam, Operations and Partnerships
Manager, GLX

Interns

Evangeline Archer
Cissy Dai
Estephanie Gomez

Taylor Heatherly
Jiwon Kim

Selbi Orayeva

Freja Owen

Mai Seng
Nadia Schwedrsky
Oscar Snider

Kim Ta

Forrest Wu

YPIN Board Members

Mariam Ahmed Bruno Hernandez Sotres
Cheryl Serindag, Community Programs and
Communications Officer
Nathan Sharpe, Community Engagement Officer

Andrew Ashiofu

Damian Averell

Seneca Ceja
Shane Emch

Anna Eckhoff
Rachell Gulanes

Samantha LeDuc

Nadia Schwedrsky
Alexandra Miller

Tin Pak

Emily Santiago Sanchez
Erica Walters

Mathew Willoughby
Bryan Zapata
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Community Programs

World Affairs Council Community Programs present frequent opportunities for discussion,
dialogue, and debate on global issues.

Throughout the programming season, the Council offers a non-partisan and civil forum

for community members to become more knowledgeable about international issues and

their local relevance, to become inspired to learn more, and to become more connected

to others who share an interest in global issues and the roles of the United States and

the Puget Sound region in the international community.

2025 Community Programs by the numbers

19 Community
Programs

1,840

4 Roundtables
Participants in Community
Programs/Events

10 Fellows

Programs

The World Affairs Council Fellows Program offers

a unique professional development opportunity to

a small group of greater Seattle business and

community leaders. The Fellows convene monthly

for private roundtable discussions with

international experts who offer unparalleled

insight into current global issues.
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2025-2026 Fellows Cohort

Timiebi Aganaba, Assistant
Professor, Space and Society,
Arizona State University

Jennifer Anderson, Senior
Grants & Contracts Specialist,
Homelessness Division,
Human Servies Department,
City of Seattle

Alex Baerg, Executive Officer,
Naval Base Kitsap, Navy
Region Northwest

Angela Bahng, Senior
Officer, Gates Foundation

Elizabeth Black, Executive

Director, One World Now!

Kelly Chapman,
Sustainability Consultant

Judy Chen, Health Science
Specialist

Stephen Dada, Policy &
Business Enabling
Environment Advisor

William Dodds, Vice
President, Whittier Trust

Elizabeth Donkervoort,

Senior Advisor for China

Programs, Asia Pacific
Foundation of Canada

Chris Elder, Program
Manager, Emerging AI,
Google

Laura Ewbank, Assistant
General Counsel, Microsoft

Christine Gibbs, Attorney,
Perkins Coie

Sarah Grant, Associate,
Perkins Coie

Christina Iskandar,

Senior Officer, Gates
Foundation

Ashini Jagtiani-Williams,
Assistant Director,
Roundglass India Center,
Seattle University

Montana Judd, Executive

Policy Engagement,
International Public Policy,
Amazon

Johannes Klein, Software
Architect, Oracle

Wes Kovarik, Director,
Quinlan Partners

Robert Lee, Partner,

Dorsey & Whitney

Kelly McGannon, Writer,
CIA (Ret.)

Tim Little, Physician
(Ret.)

Stephanie Mikulasek,
Founder, Former US
Diplomat, The Servant

Edge LLC

Steve Myers, Director,
Pacific Northwest

Economic Region

Evan Poncelet, Executive

Director, Venture Black

Dea Angeles Quiroz,
International Facilitation

Specialist, Alaska Airlines

Danny Rees, Senior

Advisor, Save the Children

Ross Reynolds, KUOW
(Ret.)

Stan Seo, Captain, Major

Investigations Division,
King County Sheriff's Office

Dalia Sherif, Senior
Executive Director, Seattle

College

Amy Stern, Attorney

Brian Smith, Executive

Vice President, GBK
Collective

Heather Than, Skyline
Director, The Boeing
Company

TiAnna Tobin, Senior
Corporate Counsel,
Microsoft

Mark Vitantonio, Sr.

Military Leader, U.S. Air
Force (Ret.)

Abraham Weill, Associate,
K&L Gates

Stephanie Werner,

Regional Director, Cabin
Marketing, The Boeing
Company

Ashley Wilson, Senior

Corporate Counsel,
Microsoft

Winston Yeung, Founder,
Plinth Development
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Young Professionals International
Network

YPİN
YOUNG PROFESSIONALS

The World Affairs Council's Young Professional International Network (YPIN) brings
together a diverse group of young people with a shared passion for the world around
them.

YPIN hosts a wide range of networking and social events in and around Seattle, each

with a unique international focus to help foster global understanding and
collaboration. YPIN is a membership-based network with unique benefits for its

constituents. YPIN members are also World Affairs Council members with a common

goal of offering programs and providing forums for discussion of critical world issues.

7 4
Events

Guest Speakers

and Panels

2025 YPIN Events Included:

Networking Events: Monthly networking events bring together like-minded young
professionals to engage in globally oriented conversation or meet new people with a
shared interest in the world.

International Women's Day Speed Mentorship: Each year in celebration of

International Women's Day in March, women from around the Puget Sound come

together as mentors and mentees to discuss career goals and best practices for

personal and professional growth.

Guest Speakers and Panels: YPIN hosts civil leaders, industry professionals, scholars,
and humanitarians at themed panel and guest speaker events, bringing their
leadership and expertise in world affairs to Seattle's young professionals.
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